
December 23, 2018 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:1-4a, Psalm 80, Letter to the Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke l:39-45

 

Today’s Old Testament reading from Micah contains God’s promise of a descendant of David, 
who would shepherd his people even better than David did and whose greatness would reach
to the ends of the earth.  Psalm 80 echoes the promise of a shepherd king like David and 
prays that God will be with “the one at your right hand.”  We Christians believe that these 
promises have been fulfilled in Jesus.  Because God is faithful to us as his people, we can 
and should be faithful to God and to one another.

In Luke’s Gospel, Mary’s haste to see Elizabeth challenges any notion that God’s privileges 
set people apart.  What God has undertaken in Mary is not for her alone.  God’s actions 
always bring people together, to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to experience true joy.  The 
meeting of Mary and Elizabeth is an icon of Christian Community, a window into what it 
means to have been brought together by the Son of the Most High.  The joy they share is a 
gift of the Spirit that unites them in a bond that transcends their family relationship.  Their lives
now become an incarnate sign of God’s desire to prepare a people fit for Him.

There is no greater joy than encountering people with whom we can share openly and without
restraint the ways in which God daily gives us signs of His presence.  The Christian 
Community is a genuine experience of what St. Luke is celebrating in this encounter.  Like 
Mary and Elizabeth, we have met people who generate for us the freedom that lets us be 
ourselves with God as we serve His people.

¨ To whom and to what do you try to be faithful?

¨ What has enabled you to be faithful in your life?

¨ Can you name an example of extraordinary fidelity that you have experienced?

¨ Do you ask the Blessed Mother for help in remaining faithful?

¨ As Mary brought Christ to others, in what ways do you bring Christ to others?


