
August 4 - 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 (Ecc 1:2, 2:21-23, Col 3:1-5, 9-11, Lk 12:13-21)

 

In this Sunday’s 1st reading from Ecclesiastes, we hear that the pursuit of worldly riches is vanity because in the 
end we have to let them all go. We can spend our whole lives acquiring things, but at the end of our lives everything
for which we have worked so hard goes to another who hasn’t worked for it. Jesus gives us the divine perspective 
on wealth by telling the story of a wealthy man who has a crop so big it doesn’t fit into his barns. His solution is to 
tear everything down and build bigger barns so he can store up this great abundance of wealth. But God comes to 
the rich man and tells him that he will die that very night—and not be able to enjoy this wealth that he has stored up
for himself. Jesus ends the story by telling his listeners that this is how it will be for everyone who stores up 
treasures for himself rather than being rich in what matters to God.  

There is nothing wrong in rejoicing in plenty. The real danger is the greed that the habit of plenty can so easily 
engender in us.  In the United States, we are constantly tempted by the spirit of greed. As we saw in the second 
reading, greed is associated with idolatry, illegitimate worship. When anything—financial security, status, our sexual
appetites, celebrity—begins to win our hearts and to become the focus of our desire and efforts, we have begun to 
turn toward false worship. Orthodoxy, which can mean “right worship” (orthos = straight and doxa = glory), requires 
not just right thinking about the things of the world but a proper ordering of our desires. We do well to have the 
doxology always on our lips to protect us from the spirit of greed: “[All] Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit…”

· Take a moment to think about your possessions. Which ones are most precious to you? Which ones are nice but 
not that important? Which ones do you feel you absolutely could not do without? 

· Consider Jesus’ words, “Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not 
consist of possessions.” What feelings do his words stir in you? Is he warning you against some particular 
manifestation of greed in your life? 

· Choose one small action that you can do this week to combat this temptation of greed.  Ex.  If you are greedy 
about your time - give at least ten minutes to God first thing in the morning, take some time to listen to others OR if 
you spend too much money on clothes, give some away to the poor.


