
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 25,  2019)
(Is 66:18-21; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 13:22-30)

In the reading from Isaiah we see that the divine plan includes all the nations and not simply 
Israel. That plan includes both God's comfort and God's judgment as we see in today's Gospel 
which paints a very sobering picture for those who only paid lip service to the Lord. That means 
much more than just being in the right place on Sunday morning. It means placing ourselves 
entirely at the disposition of God’s grace and so surrendering ourselves to it in such a way that we
become what St. Peter calls “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). What we are called to is
a high degree of holiness or sanctity. The Second Vatican Council speaks of this as a “universal 
call.” It is not just a task for the consecrated and ordained; it is the common Christian vocation of 
the baptized. And answering that call is the only thing in life worth doing. Everything else must be 
measured in light of it and subordinated to it. In the Gospel Jesus speaks of the “narrow gate” 
through which we must strive to enter. Sometimes that narrow gate involves suffering. In the 
second reading Paul addresses the suffering experienced by the recent converts to Christ from 
among the Jews. One can imagine the problems they must have faced from their fellow Jews who
saw them as rejecting the faith of their fathers. Paul assures them that such suffering is part of 
growth in faith. As we know, in Christ the discipline of suffering has even been made redemptive, 
when we make of our suffering a way of sharing in his suffering. In this way, pain is turned to 
righteousness. Undeserved suffering is an invitation to enter upon a “straight path” to be more 
fully conformed to our suffering Savior and to grow in intimacy with him.

 

· How do you balance the natural desire to avoid suffering with the spiritual grace of uniting your 
sufferings to those of Christ to see them as redemptive?

· In our society, when someone experiences hardship, others often ask whose fault it is. They ask 
questions like “Was the person careless in taking care of his health? Was he foolish in his use of 
money?” How would you explain the discipline of redemptive suffering to these questioners?

· In today's Gospel Jesus gives an allegory of a locked door and a narrow gate confronting people
who felt entitled to enter heaven. How can you avoid finding yourself in their position?
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