
The 2nd Sunday of Easter (April 8, 2018)

(Acts 4:32-35; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31)

Hearing about the community of believers being of one heart and mind, sharing all their possessions, 
we can only imagine the power of the Holy Spirit infused into the early Church.  But why must we only
imagine?  That same power is available to us now.  We might ask ourselves what obstacles are 
preventing us from responding as they did.  Is it our prosperity? Our worldly security? Our sense that 
the Gospel is “old news?”

The story of Doubting Thomas in the gospel might lead one to think that Thomas was especially 
skeptical. But the other disciples were not subjected to the same test that he was. They got to see Jesus 
in person at his first appearance in the upper room. They might have behaved just as Thomas did if they
hadn't seen Jesus first. We have lots of examples of other disciples doubting. In Luke 24 we see that 
they all refused to believe the women who reported their experiences at the empty tomb and the words 
of the angels there. In Mark 16 we see an encounter with the risen Jesus by two disciples on the road to 
the country. But when those two returned to tell the other disciples of their encounter, they were not 
believed either. So Thomas' skepticism is more the rule than the exception, and we shouldn't be too 
hard on him. Perhaps Jesus just used Thomas to illustrate the virtues of believing without seeing. But 
clearly Jesus values a conversion of the heart more than he values the path one takes to that conversion.

This is Divine Mercy Sunday. In the prophetic revelations given to St. Faustina in the 1930s, Jesus 
promised complete forgiveness of all sins and punishments to those who go to confession within 20 
days and receive Holy Communion on Divine Mercy Sunday. Coming one week after Easter, this 
celebration reminds us that Jesus continues in His exceptional personal efforts to extend mercy to 
sinners, even into modern times.

• Why do you think Jesus offered the disciples peace first of all when he “came and stood in their
midst?”  Do I offer a greeting of peace as often as needed, or am I seen as an unapproachable 
Christian?  

• In the second reading from the letter of John, we hear that God's commandments are not 
burdensome.  Do I really believe that?  When have the commandments felt burdensome?

• Are there aspects of the faith that I, like St. Thomas, find difficult to accept at face value?
• Do I see Jesus as actively looking for ways to forgive sinners today?
• What would a 21st-century community of believers look like were it to follow the suggestions 

given in Acts?  Could we actually relinquish our personal property rights and make sure no one 
was needy?
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