
5th Sunday in Lent (April 7,  2019)
(Is 43:16-21; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11)

The twentieth century Polish mystic, St. Faustina Kowalska, was told by Christ that mercy is the 
greatest attribute of God. Today's reading helps illustrate that notion of mercy for us. The Gospel 
speaks of a woman caught in the act of adultery. She also was caught in God's mercy and love.  God's 
mercy, as revealed in Jesus Christ, is of tremendous value to us because even when we have turned 
away from him in sin and turned our hearts against him, Jesus is always there, ready to extend mercy 
and forgiveness.  Jesus comes not to punish us for our sinfulness.  Instead he wants to help us rise 
above our own natures and enter into a healing and restorative relationship of love with the Father.

The first reading also is about boundless forgiveness.  Every time God forgives us, he crosses the 
humanly unbridgeable chasm between nature and grace. Through Isaiah, God reminds the Israelites in 
exile in Babylon that he has saved them in the past; Isaiah uses the familiar images of the Exodus to 
induce hope in them. He hopes that we'll realize that the God who has been there in the past for us will 
be there for us again when we need Him. In Christ, the Father has done something that's radically, 
definitively new. He has succeeded not only in bringing us out of Egypt or Babylon but in bringing us 
into heaven.

• Because the woman in the Gospel was discovered in her adultery, the issue of her needing 
forgiveness was brought into focus. Suppose she had not been caught but rather had gotten 
away with her sin without being discovered. Then she might never have confronted the issue 
and perhaps have missed out on the chance to receive God's mercy, unless she recognized it on 
her own.  How can we improve our own chances of recognizing our need for that same mercy 
so that we take advantage of it while it is available?

• In the second reading Paul says he considers everything as a loss compared to the supreme good
of knowing Christ Jesus, our Lord. Do I consider everything a loss but for that? What about my 
family, my home, my reputation at work or at school?  Do I believe Paul is just being dramatic, 
or did he really mean it?

• What are the main stumbling blocks we face in appealing to God for his mercy?
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