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Hello everyone, and thank you for tuning into our broadcast of the Mass. The Palm 

Sunday liturgy looks a little different when you’re not here – there is no 

procession, because there are no people to process. There is no blessing of the 

palms within Mass, because there are no people to carry them. In case you ever 

wondered how important your presence at Mass was, you can see how different the 

liturgy is without you. I will bless the palms outside of Mass if you would like to 

pick one up – they will be available Sunday from 8am – 2pm at St. John campus, 

or during the week. The Church reminds us that we keep these palms in our homes 

as a witness to our faith in Jesus Christ, who is our messiah and king, and to 

remember his victory on the cross. 

When we hear the passion of Jesus, it is amazing how helpless Jesus seems to be, 

and yet how powerful and fully in control he is. Jesus tells his disciples again and 

again that he is choosing to carry this cross, that no one forces him to do it. And 

then he submits to it, he does not resist the way he could resist. He does not call 

down an army of angels to deliver him, as he could. He does not display his full 

glory so that the authorities would be terrified and bow down in fear, as he could. 

He goes without protest, appearing to be powerless as he is led to the cross. 

But he was not powerless. In accepting the cross, in accepting the will of his 

heavenly Father, Jesus displayed a power that was greater than anything we could 

have imagined, a power that conquered sin and death forever. What appeared to be 
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weakness was actually great strength, and what appeared to be pointless suffering 

was actually the means by which we could all be saved. 

Unlike Jesus, we do not have the power to change world events, to call down an 

army of angels to do our bidding. The crosses that we carry are often times 

imposed upon us, without our consent. We did not freely choose to have our 

country and our world face this pandemic. We did not choose to have brothers and 

sisters die of this disease, to be isolated from our loved ones, to lose our businesses 

and means to support our families, to be denied the grace of the sacraments. These 

things were forced upon us. 

And yet, there is great power in carrying our crosses willingly. We are not 

powerless as world events unfold around us. We may appear to be helpless, just as 

Jesus appeared to be to those around him, but we are not. Our suffering, in a 

mysterious way, is the fodder, the raw material that we can turn into a pleasing 

sacrifice, an acceptable offering to our Father in heaven. We know this because 

Jesus showed us with his own suffering and death on the cross. 

With our current situation, we all have more raw material than we usually have. 

We all have crosses that we are carrying, some heavier than others. You are not 

powerless. You are not helpless. Remember that Jesus offered his suffering in 

order to forgive your sins and save you from condemnation, and unite your 
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sacrifice to his: “Jesus, I accept this cross just as you accepted yours. I offer it to 

our heavenly Father, just as you offered yours. Please unite my imperfect offering 

to your perfect offering, so that it will become a part of the salvation you won for 

the world. 


