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Today, we hear the account of the raising of Lazarus from the dead. While Lazarus 

was the main beneficiary of this miracle, really it is Mary and Martha on whom we 

focus.  

Imagine what it must have been like for Mary and Martha as they watched their 

brother Lazarus get sicker and sicker.  They must have been beside themselves 

with anguish and worry. But, they had a reason to hope. This family was among 

Jesus’ best friends.  When he was in Bethany, he would stay with them.  They no 

doubt saw him heal person after person, and so now they needed him to heal 

Lazarus.  They knew he wasn’t far away, they thought there might still be time to 

save him, so they sent word to Jesus to tell him to come quickly.  And yet, as they 

helplessly watched their brother die, Jesus didn’t come.  We are told that Jesus 

waited two days where he was, and then left for Bethany. By the time he got there, 

Lazarus was dead.  

Based on the reception they give to Jesus when he finally got there, you get the 

feeling they had been praying not that God’s will be done, but that Jesus get there 

in time to save their brother.  They say to him, “Lord, if you had only been here 

sooner, he wouldn’t have died.”  The unspoken question is, “So where were you?  

How could you let this happen?  I thought you cared about us.” 
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Perhaps we have asked these questions at times, ourselves. “Lord, where are you? 

How can you let this happen?” It’s at times like these, when we don’t know what 

God is doing, that we are forced to examine just what we believe about our Lord, 

in what does our faith consist.  It’s easy to say that we trust in God when 

everything is going fine.  But when our future is suddenly uncertain, and things 

look like they might not turn out the way we want them to, we quickly learn just 

how strong our faith is.  Do we trust in God absolutely, or do we only trust in Him 

as long as He’s doing what we want him to do? 

In the face of these trials, we might ask ourselves, “Why does God let these bad 

things happen?  If He really loves me, why doesn’t He protect me from pain and 

suffering?  If I had that power, that’s what I would do for the people I love, I know 

that for sure.  I would never let my loved ones suffer if I could stop it.” 

I wish I had an answer for these questions, but I don’t; nobody does.  We cannot 

know the mind of God, we are not capable of it, why He does what He does in our 

lives.  If we did, we wouldn’t have to trust Him, we wouldn’t have to have faith, 

because we would simply know for ourselves, and that would be the end of it.  

Having faith in God means being able to say, “Ok, Lord, I don’t know what your 

plan is or what you’re doing in my life right now, in the world right now.  And 
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that’s ok, I don’t need you to explain it to me. I know that you love me, and you 

know what you’re doing, and I trust you.” 

That can be a difficult step to take. We prefer to be in control, to know exactly 

what is going on and what is going to happen. What God asks of us, though, is to 

let go of that desire, to trust in Him and His love for us. 

If we need to be reminded of God’s love for us, we have only to look at the life of 

Jesus.  We read today that when Jesus saw the suffering of those who mourned for 

Lazarus, he wept himself. Our Lord was not a stoic, unfeeling person.  Our Lord 

was moved to tears because of the suffering of his people.  He loved us so much, 

and he wanted so much for our suffering to have an end, that he willingly died on 

the cross for us.  There could be no greater proof of his love.  He could leave every 

prayer unanswered for the rest of time, and his love for us would still be certain, 

because of the love that he showed us on the cross.   

Of course, he does still answer prayers, in the way that he knows will draw us 

close to him.  And until our suffering finally comes to an end, our Lord will use it 

to help us grow.  He did not make Lazarus die, but he used that suffering to show 

Mary and Martha who he was.  He did not make the economy tank, but he will use 

it to show many people that material things are fleeting, and that we need to learn 

to put our faith in Him alone.  God does not inflict us with suffering in our lives, 
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but He will take that suffering and make the most of it, because it is in suffering 

that we are most able to grow closer to Him. 

And if we do not see just how He is doing that, we must fall back on our faith that 

He is working in ways that we don’t know and may never know until we are with 

Him in heaven.  If we find that our trust is faltering, we need to look to the cross.  

Contemplate what he went through up there, and why. Can there be any doubt that 

our Lord loves us if He is willing to go through that in order to save us?  This 

world, material things, even the people in our lives will sometimes fail us, even 

abandon us.  There is only one thing that is certain, one thing on which we can 

place all of our hope, and that is the Lord’s love for us, and the promise that he 

made us that he will be with us until the end of the world. 

Lord Jesus, your people trust in you. 


