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Hello to everyone watching this from home. I can tell you, Mass is not the same 

when you’re all not here, so I look forward again when we can gather together in 

worship. Let us continue to keep each other in prayer during this time of 

separation. 

In today’s gospel, we hear the account of our Lord healing a man who was born 

blind.  As we go through the gospel stories, these miracles almost seem 

commonplace, so much so that it’s easy to just gloss over them.  Even the gospel 

writers will sometimes toss it in almost as an afterthought: “And Jesus cured all the 

sick in the village”, as if that isn’t an amazing thing to cure an entire village. 

But in today’s gospel, the healing of the blind man is only the beginning.  In fact, it 

isn’t even the best thing that happened to the man that day.  Imagine that.  Being 

blind for your entire life, and on the day you gain your sight and see for the first 

time, it’s the second most important thing of the day. 

This is because the man did not only have his physical blindness cured, but more 

importantly, his spiritual blindness.  This is a more gradual process in the story.  

When the Pharisees first ask him who cured him, he says it was the man named 

Jesus.  He knows the name of the one who cured him, but refers to him simply as a 

man, no different than any other person.  As the story goes on, he is asked again 

what he has to say about this Jesus, and now he says that he is a prophet.  He is 
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beginning to see that there is something special about Jesus, but he still does not 

see perfectly.  He is still partially blind.  Finally, Jesus comes to him and asks him 

if he believes that Jesus is the Son of Man, and he says that he does.  He calls him, 

“Lord”, and worships him.  His eyes are finally open, and his spiritual blindness is 

cured. 

The Pharisees, however, cannot say the same thing.  The man who was cured 

recognized that this was the Lord standing in front of him, doing this great work of 

healing.  The Pharisees saw the exact same thing, but remained blind to who he 

was.  This kind of blindness, not being able to see the Lord in our midst, is worse 

than physical blindness, because it hinders our relationship with God.  If we do not 

recognize Him, how can we have an intimate communion with Him? 

Perhaps the most tragic part about this is that the Pharisees did not realize what 

they were missing.  They were content to get on with their lives, doing what they 

thought pleased God, all the while missing the fact that God was standing right in 

front of them.  That is what is so dangerous about spiritual blindness.  It not only 

keeps us from recognizing God; it keeps us from recognizing that something is 

missing. 

This may go on for a while, but eventually, something happens that forces us to 

confront it.  Often times, this will be some kind of trial in our lives, such as an 
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illness that we or somebody we love is enduring, the loss of a job, a strained 

relationship with a loved one.  This is true now perhaps more than it has ever been 

in our country, in our world. The corona virus and the measures we are taking to 

try to slow its spread have inconvenienced everyone, certainly, but for many, many 

people, it is a cause of great concern for their health and the health of their loved 

ones, a cause of worry for those who are afraid they will lose their jobs, and a 

cause of financial stress as the paychecks stop but the bills keep coming. 

While I won’t pretend to know the mind of God and say with certainty what He 

does and does not do, there is no reason to believe that He brought this upon us. 

Disease is a result of original sin, and was not a part of God’s plan for us. That this 

virus has spread throughout the world can be traced to human error and 

carelessness, so again, I would be skeptical of anyone who says this is a 

punishment from God. But though He may not have willed this pandemic, He will 

certainly use the opportunity to help us draw closer to Him, to open our eyes of 

faith if we suffer from spiritual blindness. This is an opportunity for us to look for 

how God is present to us. 

If we are like the Pharisees, we may remain blind, even as God is calling us to 

open our eyes.  We may write God off as being absent in the midst of our 

suffering.  We may decide He is uncaring, unworthy of our trust.  We ask God for 
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deliverance from this evil, but He has not responded, at least not quickly enough 

for us to be satisfied, so we conclude that God is not present. What good is it to 

live a faithful life if He isn’t going to be there for us when we really need Him? 

That is the response of one whose eyes are closed.  

But if our eyes are open, we will begin from the starting point that, “God loves me.  

He created me and sustains me with every breath I take.  He did not desire any evil 

to exist in the world.  The existence of evil and suffering is our doing.  His greatest 

desire for me is my eternal happiness.”  That is our starting point, those are all 

given, we believe these things. It is from there that we then ask, “so, knowing and 

believing this, how is He working in my life to accomplish that amidst my 

suffering?  Is He allowing this trial to shake me out of my complacency?  Is He 

teaching me to trust in Him alone by taking away the illusory safety nets I was 

relying on?  Has this shown me that I was finding too much security in my good 

health, in my job, in my retirement account – things that I now see can be taken 

away from me, and there’s nothing I can do about it?  What good work might He 

accomplish in me through this trial that I am enduring?” 

When we open our eyes to who God is, we will be able to recognize that He is 

always present to us.  We may not receive all the answers we want.  We may not 

fully see God’s work in our lives until we are with Him in heaven.  But when we 
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see with the eyes of faith, we can say with the man born blind, that we do believe 

in God, and we trust Him through all our trials.  So let us ask God to open our 

eyes, and so that we can see and believe that He is present to us. 


