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Welcome, and thank you for being here. This is the Lord’s Day, and it is a blessing 

and a privilege to be able to gather around the altar and offer the sacrifice of the 

Mass. There are a number of people who want to be here but who are not able to be 

because they are vulnerable to the corona virus – let us remember our brothers and 

sisters who are absent, and keep them in our prayers. 

In the Gospel today, we hear of an encounter between Jesus and a Samaritan 

woman.  What do we know about this woman? Well, she was most likely an 

outcast in her own community. We suspect this because she waited until the 

middle of the day to go to the well.  This is the hottest time of the day, and nobody 

in their right mind would wait until then to go get water, unless there was a reason 

she couldn’t go in the early morning when all the others went.  We find out in the 

story that the reason she couldn’t go with the other women was because she was 

living with a man who was not her husband, and in fact had been doing this with a 

number of men during her life. She had made a number of mistakes in her life, and 

now she was paying for them. 

So it is easy to understand why she would be guarded when she encounters this 

Jewish man at the well, all by himself, in the middle of the day.  There is no good 

reason for him to be there. When Jesus asks her for a drink of water, she is 

astounded, because she expected him to act with revulsion and disdain towards her, 
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since she was a Samaritan, and a sinful woman.  But Jesus reaches out to her, and 

extends her kindness. Who knows how long it had been since someone had shown 

her such compassion. 

That is our Lord. Our Lord is kind and compassionate. When he sees someone who 

has made mistakes, who has committed sins and is now paying the price for them, 

he does not turn his back. He extends compassion and mercy. That was true for this 

Samaritan woman, and it is true for us today. 

In our fallen human state, though, that can be difficult for us to accept. Our natural 

response, when we commit a sin, is to want to hide it, to bury it, to throw up walls 

to protect ourselves. The Samaritan woman didn’t come right out and confess her 

sins to Jesus, even when he gives her the opening. He says to her, “Go call your 

husband.” Her response was a dodge: “I have no husband.” Even in the midst of a 

conversation with Jesus, the woman is still hesitant to let down her guard, and let 

Jesus in. 

We don’t have to be guarded when we speak to Jesus. We don’t have to fear that 

he will reject us or abandon us when we let him in.  We must tear down the walls 

that we build around our hearts in order to protect them, and let Christ enter into 

our hearts fully, without any reservation on our part. 
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That can be a terrifying thing to do, because that leaves us vulnerable.  It is easy to 

go to the confessional and hold something back, because we were afraid of what 

the priest might think of our sins, or because we are too ashamed to admit what we 

have done.  When we hold back like this, we are holding back from Jesus.  Christ 

is anxious to forgive us from all of our sins, if we will only confess them and 

express our sorrow for offending God. 

Perhaps the hardest part of letting down our guard and allowing Christ to enter into 

us is trusting that whatever happens next will be for our best interests.  The 

Hebrews in today’s first reading were led out of slavery in Egypt to the Promised 

Land.  But that was not an easy journey.  In Egypt, they were not free, and they 

suffered cruel treatment from the Egyptians.  But they had lived there all their 

lives, and had grown accustomed to their situation.  When Moses told them of a 

Promised Land, they resisted.  God promised to take care of them if they would 

follow His servant Moses, but they did not know where their food and water were 

going to come from.  They doubted the Lord, and wished that they were back in 

slavery in Egypt, rather than enduring these trials, even though they knew it would 

eventually lead them to the Promised Land. 

We, too, can get comfortable in our slavery to sin, and resist trusting the Lord that 

the trials and sufferings we endure when we let Him into our hearts are for our own 
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good, that they are a part of the path of being purified of sin and walking the path 

of holiness.  Our lives may be more comfortable if we just keep our mouths shut 

and allow the sins that exist in our lives to continue.  But when we do that, we are 

choosing slavery over freedom, our sins over life in Christ.  Of course we are 

weak, and we still sin.  God knows this, and He has given us the sacrament of 

penance for this reason.  But we must at least fight these sins and make an effort to 

put an end to them if we want to live as disciples of Christ. 

Jesus sought out the Samaritan woman. It was not by chance that he walked up to 

her and asked for a drink – he knew her and knew the faith that could grow in her. 

Jesus seeks us, as well. He knows us and knows just what we could accomplish for 

His Kingdom. Let us allow him to do his work, let him into our hearts so he can 

remove our sins and strengthen our faith, so that we can live the life we were 

meant to live, loving God with all our heart. 


