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Welcome, and thank you for being here. A special welcome to anyone new to us 

here at St. Gabriel’s – we are happy that you’ve found us, please know you are 

always welcome. 

Today, on this second Sunday of Lent, the Church reflects on Jesus’ 

Transfiguration.  This is a story we’re probably very familiar with: Jesus takes his 

closest disciples up the mountain with him, and is transfigured.  His face shines 

like the sun, and he speaks with Moses and Elijah.  Peter goes on about building 

three tents, and then the voice of the Father interrupts him: “This is my beloved 

Son; listen to him.” 

A homilist can go in lots of directions with this episode in Jesus’ life, but today I’m 

going to talk about the most basic thing the Transfiguration reveals to us: the glory 

of Jesus.  Jesus is the Son of God, and yet he looked like anybody else who was 

walking around 2000 years ago.  You couldn’t pick him out of a crowd as 

somebody special, he looked like you and me, except for during this brief moment.  

During this short time, the veil was lifted, and the disciples saw Jesus for who he 

really was, the divine Son of God.  Finally, his outward appearance reflected this 

inward reality. 

That must have been quite a sight for the disciples.  It’s hard to blame Peter for his 

reaction.  Jesus’ face was shining like the sun, and his clothes were as white as 
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light.  Think of your closest friend of the last few years, somebody you see every 

day. Now imagine that their skin suddenly shined like the sun, and you see them 

talking with Mother Theresa and John Paul II.  How would you respond? Probably 

not coherently. What the apostles saw was beyond their comprehension. 

And yet, that is exactly what we are all destined for.  Jesus did not bring his 

disciples up the mountain with him just to show off to them.  He wanted them to 

witness this event so that they would later understand that Jesus was leading the 

way for all of us, and we are all destined for what they saw.  God wants us all in 

heaven, and if we get there, our bodies will be transfigured as well.  Our skin will 

shine like the sun.  We will be the same person, people will recognize us for who 

we are, but we will be different.  Our bodies will be radiant, they will be perfect, 

just as God intended them to be from the beginning. 

That will be a wonderful thing.  I think it’s fun to think about.  But before we can 

share in the glory of Christ, we have to share in his life here on earth.  It is no 

coincidence that just prior to the Transfiguration, Jesus tells his apostles that he is 

going to go to Jerusalem, be handed over to the elders, chief priests and the scribes, 

suffer, die, and be raised from the dead. This is when Peter takes him aside and 

rebukes him, saying that he must not allow that to happen. Jesus, of course, in turn 

rebukes Peter, telling him to not think as humans do, but as God does. 
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It is shortly after this that the Transfiguration occurs. The apostles are struggling, 

so God wants to help them understand. When we look closer at this account of the 

Transfiguration, we are told that Jesus spoke with Moses and Elijah.  In the gospel 

of Luke, we are told that they spoke about the exodus that Jesus would accomplish 

in Jerusalem.   

When we talk about an exodus, our minds are meant to go to the Old Testament. 

The burning bush, the plagues, “let my people go,” the parting of the Red Sea – 

that was the Exodus in which God delivered His people from their slavery in 

Egypt. That is the image that would come to the apostles’ minds when they see 

Moses, and hear talk of an exodus. But that exodus, that defining event in the 

history of the chosen people, was just a foretaste of what God really wanted to do, 

and which Jesus was finally going to do. Jesus was going to accomplish a new 

exodus in Jerusalem, delivering God’s people from a slavery far worse than slavery 

in Egypt, a slavery that affected not only the chosen people, but all of humanity, 

for all of history. Jesus was going to save us from our slavery to sin. Peter, James 

and John hear this after hearing Jesus tell them what would happen to him in 

Jerusalem. 
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So then Jesus and the apostles come back down the mountain, and a short time 

later, he tells them again that he is going to suffer and die in Jerusalem. This time, 

we are not told that Peter rebuked him, only that they were all filled with grief. 

That is a good reflection of our present state as disciples of Christ. We have the 

vision of the Transfiguration before us, we see a glimpse of Jesus’ heavenly glory, 

and we look forward to the day when we can share in that glory, when our bodies 

and souls are free of any impurity or imperfection. But until that day is here, we 

grieve in this life. We suffer, and we struggle against sin, and ultimately, we die. 

That is the life of a disciple of Christ. The temptation is to do what Peter did, to 

rebuke Jesus and the idea of suffering and submitting to our Father’s will. We are 

tempted to indulge in all the pleasures this world has to offer, to pursue a life of 

comfort, even if it means a life of slavery to sin. The Israelites complained to 

Moses in the desert that they were better off being slaves in Egypt, because at least 

there they had food and shelter. The hope of reaching this so-called Promised Land 

didn’t seem worth the struggle of walking forty years through the desert to get 

there. 

But the only way to reach the Promised Land is to walk through the desert. The 

only way to reach the glory of heaven is to deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and 
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follow Jesus. Lent is a time for us to examine our lives, identify where we are still 

choosing slavery to sin and death over life with Jesus, and to choose life instead.  

We were created for heavenly glory, for the Promised Land. Let us keep our eyes 

fixed on that destination. Let us turn our backs on slavery to sin, and walk that path 

with Jesus that leads to eternal life. 


