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Reverend Paul Haverstock
Church of Saint Gabriel the Archangel
6 Interlachen Rd
Hopkins, MN 55343

May 23,2022

Dear Father Haverstock.

Thank you for your letter dated Apil 26,2022, which you submitted as a request for
permission to consolidate your parish operations into one campus, as well as for the

relegation ofthe church ofsaint John to non-sacred use, so that it may be listed for sale. I
have considered carefully the lacts and circumstances you presented, and the abundant

documentation that accompanied your petition, and find your request to be well-reasoned and

properly motivated.

As required by canon law, I also brought the request for relegation ofSaint John's

church to the Presblteral Council, which met on May 17, 2022. The members of that council
were likewise impressed with the extensive consultation process that you undertook as a

parish, as well as the measured and deliberative approach you followed in arriving at your

conclusion. The council supported your petition for relegation unanimously. Given the

support ofthe council, and my own conclusion that your petition is appropriate, I am writing
to inform you that I will issue the decree ofrelegation once you indicate that the parish is

prepared to no longer use Saint John's church for divine worship.

You are welcome to begin the process of listing the Interlachen Park campus for sale.

Prior to any sale being finalized, additional approvals will need to be given and assurances

made that any future buyer or use of the property must respect the inherent dignity ofthe
building as a former church. You will need to provide lor appropriate disposition of the

sacred items in the church, most especially the altar.

It is never an easy task to address the need to close a church to make significant
modifications to parish structures. I want to commend you for approaching this challenge

with the flexibility and gradualism that is so important for any successful parish

transformation. Certainly, your work is a model of the direction given to us in the Holy See's

instruction on The pastoral conversion of the Parish community in the serttice of the

evangelizing mission of the Church, which says, "Every plan must be situated within the

lived experience of a community and implanted in it without causing harm, with a necessary
phase ofprior consultation, and ofprogressive implementation and verification."

With the promise of prayers lor you and your-parish, I remain,

Fratemally in Christ,

Mo Reverend Bemard A. Hebda
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
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