
2022 Final LRP Pulpit Announcement 
 
I have an important update about our long-range planning. In January, I shared with 
you that our long-range planning task force recommended we consolidate to a single 
campus at our Mainstreet location and that we request permission to sell the 
Interlachen campus. I accepted their recommendation and wrote the Archbishop for his 
permission. 
 
On May 17, I appeared before the Presbyteral Council (the council of priests that advise 
the Archbishop) to discuss our petition and to answer their questions. Last week, I 
received a letter from Archbishop Hebda giving us his formal reply. I would like to 
share that letter with you. The Archbishop wrote: 
 

Thank you for your letter … which you submitted as a request for permission to 
consolidate your parish operations into one campus, as well as for the relegation 
of the church of Saint John to non-sacred use, so that it may be listed for sale. I 
have considered carefully the facts and circumstances you presented, and the 
abundant documentation that accompanied your petition, and find your request 
to be well-reasoned and properly motivated.  
 
As required by canon law, I also brought the request … to the Presbyteral Council, 
which met on May 17, 2022. The members of that council were likewise impressed 
with the extensive consultation process that you undertook as a parish, as well as 
the measured and deliberative approach you followed in arriving at your 
conclusion. The council supported your petition for relegation unanimously. 
Given the support of the council, and my own conclusion that your petition is 
appropriate, I am writing to inform you that I will issue the decree of relegation 
once you indicate that the parish is prepared to no longer use Saint John’s church 
for divine worship.  
 
You are welcome to begin the process of listing the Interlachen Park campus for 
sale. Prior to any sale being finalized, additional approvals will need to be given 
and assurances made that any future buyer or use of the property must respect the 
inherent dignity of the building as a former church. You will need to provide for 
appropriate disposition of the sacred items in the church, most especially the altar.  
 
It is never an easy task to address the need to close a church …. I want to commend 
you for approaching this challenge with the flexibility and gradualism that is so 
important for any successful parish transformation. … 
 
With the promise of prayers for you and your parish, I remain,  
Fraternally in Christ,  
+Archbishop Hebda. 
 



Brothers and Sisters, for more than a year now we have prayed for God’s guidance in 
this process and asked for the intercession of Our Lady and St. Gabriel. Now that the 
Archbishop has given us permission to consolidate, we finally know the direction we 
will be going as a parish. This means we can shift our focus from discerning God’s will 
to accomplishing it, confident that He is leading us.  
 
There is much work to be done, and I am excited to begin this next phase together. We 
are forming several teams to manage particular aspects of the consolidation, such as 
renovations, ministries, and finances. I will be sharing more about that in the coming 
weeks, including information about how you can get involved.  
 
It is difficult to say how long this process will take, since it will depend on several 
variables. I can say it is likely that we will continue to use both campuses this coming 
school year, with the current Mass schedule likely remaining substantially the same. 
 
I am so grateful to all of you for your participation in our long-range planning process – 
members of the task force, current and former trustees, staff, the parish and finance 
councils, and all who participated by their prayers and engagement in the presentations 
and meetings last fall. During one of those meetings, I asked the question, “What 
should characterize the culture of St. Gabriel’s?” One parishioner wrote: “We can do 
nothing on our own strength, but with faith in God and with His strength all things are 
possible. We need to be a culture of trust in God.” 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, I know it will be difficult to say goodbye to a church that 
many have called home for many years. I invite us all to trust God and keep our eyes 
fixed on Jesus, who has beautiful plans for our parish family. Know of my prayers for 
each of you, and please pray for me and for each other. 
 
St. Gabriel the Archangel, pray for us! 


