
Revelation: The 7 Trumpets 
Read Revelation 8-11 

Trumpets, in the Old Testament, announce the coming of God. (Exodus 19, Joshua at Jericho) 

All of these judgements - the seals, the trumpets, and the bowels - are not different events, they are all of 
history looked at from different angles. 

The trumpets are written as to replay the Egyptian plagues (hail, blood, poison water, darkness, demon 
locust (Ex. 7-11) 
The nations don’t repent, like Pharoah in Exodus. 

[INTERLUDE] 10:1-11:13 - the Lamb’s Scroll 

The description of the angel in chapter 10 matches the description of Jesus from chapter 1.  

The angel tells John to eat the scroll. The first time in the Bible we see someone eating a scroll is in Ezekiel 
2.  

Eating the scroll is internalizing the message.  

Ch 11 begins a further Revelation/Revealing/Apocalypse of the scroll.  

Measuring the temple is symbolic of God’s protection and acre for his people in persecution.  
Also think of the New Temple we will see later in Revelation.  (1 Cor. 3:16, Heb 3:6, 1 Peter 2:4-5) 

The vision of 2 olive trees is from Zechariah 4:1-14 speaking of Zerubabbel the governor and Joshua the 
priest (both positions of authority).  
The number 2 is also symbolic for the people and office of Moses and Elijah. Moses and Elijah also appear 
in the Transfiguration. Moses represents the Law and Elijah represents the Prophets. Again, both have 
authority.  

The 2 witnesses are specifically called  “Lampstands” (11:4 & 1:20) - Lampstands are always representative 
of the church in Revelation. 
The 2 witnesses are the church and John is painting a picture for these 7 churches being persecuted that 
they have spiritual authority and even though it may appear as if Rome is winning, 11:15 shows that the 
kingdoms of this world will give way to the kingdom of God.  

11:15 through the rest of the chapter reads almost as if the book could end. The cycles of judgements (seals, 
trumpets, bowls) always end with a description of the second coming. Each cycle judgement becomes more 
intense to show that all of the things the judgements have been pointing too will increase the closer we get 
to the return of Jesus.  


