
Revelation: The 7 Seals  
Read Revelation 6-7 

In chapter 5, no one was worthy to open the scroll that had the plans of God written on it. An angel tells 
John to look at the Lion of Judah and John turns to see a Lamb that was slain - Jesus. 
Jesus is worthy to open the scroll. He begins opening it in chapter 6 by breaking the seals. Each seal 
contains a judgement.  

There are 3 cycles of Judgements in Revelation - 7 Seals, 7 Trumpets, 7 Bowls. These cycles are like nesting 
dolls. Each 7th contains the next 7. Bowls contained in 7 trumpets, trumpets in 7 seals. 
Each set ends w/ final judgement. 

The cycles of judgements are not 3 different judgements. Each judgement is a vision of history between the 
resurrection and Jesus’ return from 3 different perspectives. They contain events in the past, present, and the 
future.  

The three cycles of judgement: 
6-8a Seven Seals 
8b-11 - Seven Trumpets 
15-16 - Seven Bowls  

The seven seals 
Seal 1 - A white horse - bow & crown & came out conquering to conquer. This is human conquest. Seen 
through the lens of Roman rule/conquest. But also today as people dominate other people, take advantage 
of other people, objectify other people. This would be things like sexism, racism, classism and include things 
such as pornography. 

Seal 2 - A red horse - takes peace from the earth. This is war. Humans killing and slaughtering one another. 
Every war, in every place, at any time, would be included in this.  

Seal 3 - A black horse - This is famine. the way this is worded is that for the barest amount of food, prices 
are either inflated so high people couldn’t buy it, or it’s just simply not available. 

Seal 4 - A pale horse - This is death. This is all death. COVID would be in this as over 700,000 have died.  

As you read about the 4 horsemen, read Matthew 24:4-8 and you will see Jesus talking about the end times 
using the same language and the same sequence. (Also Mark 13:6-8, wars & rumors of war) 
  
The 4 horsemen of the Apocalypse are named before Revelation in Zechariah 1:6 & 6:1-3. There are also 
echos of Ezekiel 14:21 

Fifth seal is the cry of the martyrs for God’s justice. These would be people who are actually killed for their 
faith in Jesus.  
It would also seem to include all followers of Jesus. 6:11, they are dressed in white robes.  In 7:9 the 
multitude of God’s people from every nation & tribe are wearing white robes. Later at the marriage supper 
of the lamb, all of God’s people are dressed in white robes, which symbolizes that we are covered in Jesus’ 
righteousness. 

Sixth seal is the second coming. The return of Jesus is accompanied by things that happen to the sun, moon, 
and stars. The earthquake, the earth, everything is shaken. This is symbolic language regularly found in 



apocalyptic literature. Peter quotes from the prophet Joel in Acts 2:17-22, saying that the events he 
prophesied are happening in Acts 2 and v. 19-20 he says the “sun will be turned to darkness” and several 
descriptions of things happening in nature. But it is symbolic apocalyptic language to say that what God is 
doing is shaking, overturning the structures of the world.  

The question at the end of ch. 6 - WHO CAN STAND? Is answered in Ch. 7. God’s people will stand. All 
the cycles of judgement have a section where God’s care for his people is described to show that, thinking 
back to the original audience of the 7 persecuted churches the book is written to, they have His protection 
and so do we.  

Ch 7 -  
Who are the 144,000? 2 things it’s not - it’s not literally only 144,000 people getting into heaven . . . it’s 
also not a remnant of Jewish people.  

This is a symbolic number for all of God’s people, in all places & at all times. 
12 is the number for God’s people - 12 tribes, 12 disciples, 1000 a symbolic multiplier, 144,000. 

In Rev. 7:9 John doesn’t use the number but says he sees so many no one could count & then in Rev. 14, 
John says that the 144,000 are everyone redeemed from the earth - Jew & gentile 

Notice that angels are sealing the 144,000 with the seal of the living God on their foreheads (Rev. 7:3). 
Remember that. It will help us understand what the mark of the beast is in a few weeks.  

144,000 reads like a military census from the Old Testament. There are call backs to the messianic army of 
God’s people (Genesis 17:4) 


