
Revelation: The Center Of Reality  
Chapters 4-5 

The Throne of God 
The first vision is a vision of God. This vision is the throne room of heaven & worship that is happening right 
now. 
“Revelation renews us, not so much by telling us about particular future events, as by showing us God, who 
will bring all events to pass in his own time and his own way.” Brett Davis 

Much of the imagery used in describing the throne room come from Old Testament descriptions of the 
temple. The earthly temple is modeled after the heavenly throne room.  

Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1, Daniel 7 show the angels in the heavenly throne room.  

Description of God’s appearance (4:3) is to show that he is the source of beauty and splendor. There is 
nothing else like him or as valuable as him.  

24 elders - 1 Chronicles 24, David divides the priests into 24 divisions. This is temple language. The OT 
Temple is modeled after the heavenly throne room.  

Flashes of lightning and thunder is a callback to Mount Sinai in Exodus.  

The lamps/7 spirits is the fullness of the Spirit. John is in the presence of the Godhead - Trinity, Father, Son, 
Spirit.  

The 4 living creatures look like the creatures Ezekiel sees in 1:5-14 & the cherubim in Isaiah 6.  

But the dilemma comes in ch. 5 . . . The scroll (Daniel 12:4 & Ezekiel 2:9-10) is God’s purposes for all 
creation, everything He made. & it is perfectly sealed. No one can open it. John weeps because he knows 
this scroll matters. It needs to be opened.  

An angel points him to Jesus. He is the lion of the tribe of Judah (promise fulfilled Genesis 49:9-10). Root of 
David (Isaiah 6:13, 11:1) 
The angel tells him to look at the lion but when John looks he sees a lamb that has been slain.  

Jesus alone is worthy to open the scroll. The scroll is history of mankind.  
This is a revelation, unveiling of Jesus. (Ezekiel 2:9-10) 

Jesus is surrounded by the creatures & elders, he’s at the center. Seven horns 2 things - worthiness & power. 
Jesus is worthy of being at the center of the universe & he has all power. 7 eyes, he sees all things. 
The new song. They sang a new song after being delivered out of Egypt. This new song celebrates the 
ultimate exodus.  

  


