
Revelation: The Beginning Of All Things 
Part 2 - Why We Need The Church In The Last Days 
Read Revelation 2-3 

Map of the location of the seven churches the book of Revelation 
was originally written to. 
[This picture is taken from the NIV Study Bible] 

These letters (as well as the entire book) are written to encourage the churches in persecution and call them 
to faithful endurance.  

The number 7 is significant. 7 is the number for perfection, completeness, or wholeness. This points to the 
entire body of Christ in all places, at all times. Revelation is written TO these 7 churches in Asia Minor 
(modern day Turkey) but it is also FOR the church around the world.  

The structures of the letters are the same: 
1. Address: “To the angel of the church in … write” 
2. Identification of Christ alluding back to his majesty displayed in 1:12-20: “These are the words of . . .” 

•Ephesus - 7 stars in his right hand & walks among the 7 golden lampstands (2:1 - 1:13-16) 
•Smyrna - First & the Last (2:8 - 1:17) 
•Pergamum - Sharp, double-edged sword (2:12 - 1:16) 
•Thyatira - Eyes like blazing fire, feet like burnished bronze (2:18 - 1:14-15) 
•Sardis - 7 spirits of God and 7 stars (3:1 - 1:16) 
•Philadelphia - Holy & true, holds the key of David (3:7 - 1:18) 
•Laodicea - Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation (3:14 - 1:17-18) 

3. Claim of knowledge: “I know . . .” 
4. Evaluation: rebukes and/or commendations 
5. Promise or threat :usually “I will . . .” 
6. Promise to “him who overcomes” 
7. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” 



There are different opinions about the identity of the “angel” of each church. Some think it could be the 
pastor of the church, others think it might be an actual angel. It fits the context of Revelation (visions, insight 
into the spiritual/heavenly realm) for the angel to be an actual angel of each church.  
 

What questions do you have about Revelation 2-3? 

Why do you think it is significant that the first thing Revelation does is highlight letters sent to normal 
churches with good qualities and things they also need to deal with? 


