
Revelation: The fall of Babylon 
Revelation 17-19:10 
Babylon is depicted as the prostitute. The woman is riding the beast. For the original audience, everything in 
this passage pointed them to Rome.  

The woman depicts Rome’s cultural promise that it has everything anyone could ever want. The beast she 
rides is the beast we’ve already seen - political power and systems that are set on getting people’s ultimate 
allegiance and hope.  

This Blends OT images describing Babylon, Tyre, Edom (Isaiah 13, 23, 34, 47, Jeremiah 50-51, Ezekiel 
26-27) 

Nations exalt themselves as God. This is our history.  

Babylon is the worship of the godless world.  

We are living in Babylon. That’s why this world is not our home because this world is riding on the back of 
the beast. It is a godless system where the god is you & I.  

Don’t fall for it!  

Babylon wants to seduce us, draw us in so that we are captivated by it. At one point, John is captivated by 
her ‘beauty’ but the angel has to bring him back to reality.  

Don’t forget that the original audience for this is the church, not the world. Babylon the prostitute calls us 
back to Jezebel in ch. 2, this can make it’s way into the church.  

The prostitute and the beast work together. If the beast is political power for it’s own gain that wants our 
hearts then Babylon is the world trying to seduce us so that we just live for it instead of Jesus and His 
kingdom.  

Remember what we said about Babylon week 2 - Babylon was a city built on the foundation against God. 
But now Babylon is a spirit.  

Another way to think about Babylon is what John earlier calls ‘The World’. 
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever 
does the will of God abides forever.” 
1 John 2:15-17  

Babylon is Fallen. Her days are numbered. This calls for wisdom for the church so that we would not fall for 
the Spirit of the age.  


