
Revelation Study Guide 

Read Ch. 1 
What stands out to you? 

What questions come to your mind based on what you’ve read from Revelation?  

Chapter Breakdown:  
1:1 - The word, ‘Revelation’ in Greek is apokálypsis - αποκάλυψις. We get our word, ‘Apocalypse’. In the 
Bible this word always means to reveal something, an unveiling, show something that was hidden 

1:4 - John is the author. This is the same John who wrote the Gospel of John, 1-3 John, and the disciple of 
Jesus.  
He is writing to 7 churches in Asia. They are real churches (the letters to the churches in chapters 2-3 are 
the 7 churches) 

Revelation was written under a time of intense persecution from the Roman emperor Nero and Domitian. 
Nero despised Christians and would have them dipped in wax, impaled and set on fire to light parties that 
he had at night. He would also have Christians sown alive in the skins of animals and thrown to wild animals 
in the Roman Coliseum where people would watch them being killed.  
Domitian instituted what is now called Emperor Worship. The phrase ‘Caesar is Lord’ was a political 
statement of allegiance, but also a statement of faith in the Caesar as a God. Roman citizens had to come 
to a temple in Rome, take a pinch of incense and put it on a fire and say ‘Caesar is Lord’ as a statement of 
their worship of the emperor. Failure to do this resulted in the person being unable to buy or sell in the 
Roman economy. ‘Jesus is Lord’ is obviously a statement of faith in Jesus and also a form of resistance to 
emperor worship. 

Revelation was written 95-96 A.D. 

Revelation is apocalyptic literature. It uses a lot of images to paint a picture of what’s happening. The 
original audience of the book (7 churches) would have been familiar with this style of writing.  

This kind of literature also uses numbers not usually for quantity (how many) but quality (a kind of 
something). “The seven spirits” 7 is the number of perfection and completeness. John is saying that the 
fullness and completeness of the Holy Spirit dwells in Jesus.  

Revelation uses the Old Testament more than any other New Testament book. Every chapter is filled with 
callbacks to the Old Testament (We will try to highlight most of these in the study guides each week to help 
you see the connection between Revelation and the Old Testament) 

1:6 = “you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to 
the Israelites.” Exodus 19:6  
1:7 = Daniel 7:13 & Zechariah 12:10  

1:12 - Seven Golden Lampstands - John tells us what this is in 1:20. The lampstands are the churches. But, 
remember that the number 7 means perfection or completeness. So Revelation is for the complete church in 



all places and at all times (that means us). Lampstands is also a O.T. (Old Testament) callback to the Temple 
which had lampstands.  

The description of Jesus in 13-16 are all callbacks to the O.T. 
“Revelation reveals Jesus through a first-century Jewish genre we call “Apocalyptic.” We have lots of other 
examples of this genre,23 and they all utilize loads of story, symbolism, and metaphor. Just as we know 
what to expect when we watch a science-fiction blockbuster, or noir detective film, or horror movie, John’s 
churches knew what to expect when they heard an apocalypse read.” - Brett Davis, ‘See The Strange’ 

13, “like a son of man” (Read Daniel 7. That chapter is heavily referenced in Revelation) 
13 - the priest wore a long robe & sash(Exodus 28:4, 29:5, 9) It speaks to royalty & Jesus as the anointed 
King/Christ/Messiah. He is also the great high priest that every O.T. Priest pointed to.  
14 - hair like white wool is Daniel’s vision of the ‘Son of Man’ (Daniel 7:9) Speaks to Jesus’ wisdom & 
purity. ‘Eyes of Fire’ His vision penetrates and has all insight 
15 - Feet like bronze in a furnace (Daniel 3:21-26). Speaks to strength and the ability to stand through trials 
Voice like a rushing water (Ezekiel 1:24, 43:2) God’s voice sounds like rushing water. It gives life (Ezekiel 
47:1-12 
16 - seven stars (see what John says in Revelation 1:20. Some believe actual angels assigned to each 
church, or the spiritual life of the church, or both).  
Sword coming from his mouth speaks to His words ability to effectively speak truth 
Face like the sun is splendor & glory 

One of the reasons people might stay away from Revelation is because it’s so hard to understand, or it’s 
too mysterious. This is actually a good thing. We like everything quick and easy. God is not like that. God is 
infinite. There are no, ‘God experts’, we are all only beginners when it comes to knowing God. This should 
humble us. Revelation should humble us.  

If John sees Jesus and falls down as though dead, this book should cause us to do that same thing, or at 
least cause us to fall on our knees in worship. God is inviting us in this book into the world as it really is. 
Revelation is revealing the world. What we see is that behind all things is a God who is completely unlike 
us, but became like us in the person of Jesus. Our response should be worship.  

“When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not 
be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever 
and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” 
Revelation 1:17-18


