
Encounter Night 
Checking Your Gauges: Building & Maintaining Spiritual Passion 
 
If you look up passion – 2 things: a strong & barely controllable emotion. & the suffering & death of 
Jesus.  
 
What are you passionate about?  
What do we do when we are passionate about something?  
 
Why are you passionate about the things your passionate about?  
Because whatever it is, it has captured your heart. You are in AWE of it. You are in AWE of the 
idea of it, what it does for you, could do for you. You are in AWE of that person, that team, that 
thing.  
 
When I lose my passion for God it is because I have lost my awe of God.  
He’s there & I know him, but I’m used to Him. He’s not massive to me like He truly is. I’ve lost my 
wonder of God.  
 
So when I am talking about passion for God, talking AWE of God. Seeing Him for WHO HE 
ALREADY IS!!!!  
Colossians 1:15-20 
[that’s big. That’s not a Jesus I can get bored w/. HOLDING ALL THINGS TOGETHER. Every 
single thing was made –me, you, food, sports, every single thing was made by Him and made to 
point me back to Him.] 
 
So first, I want you to see this. This is in the Bible.  
 
Revelation 3:14-20 – Lukewarm. What does it mean to be lukewarm?  
 
Titus 2:14 – Zealous, passionate for good works 
 
Psalm 63:1-8 –  
 
Matthew 24:12 – A sign that we are in the end times – more & more peoples love for God grows 
cold.  
 
Isaiah 26:8 – our heart’s desire. PASSION!  
 
Philippians 3:10 – I WANT TO KNOW CHRIST. That’s passion! There it is! That’s a pursuit, not 
talking arrived, but man I want to know Him.  
 
On a scale of 1-10, where is your passion for God right now? (1 low, 10 fire sauce) 
 
Be real clear before we get legalistic: 
Can people show passion in different ways? YES!!!!!! God made us who we are and so an introvert 
and extrovert will show passion in different ways, so we aren’t saying that everybody needs to grab 
a tambourine & do laps in church. but passion will show itself.  
& passion can be excitement, tears, passion is this I want to know Christ!  
 
Also, Passion doesn’t save you. Why is that important? It only hinges on one thing – the finished 
work of Jesus. I can’t add to it or take away from it. See, everybody, no matter who they are has 



spiritually high times & spiritually low times (talk about feelings in just a minute), but we’ve got to 
get in our minds that what saves me is what Jesus did for me.  
 
What are some things that kill our spiritual passion?  
 
1. No time to build one. When people tell me they are too busy . . . a lot of times I completely 
believe them. We are so busy with every single thing that we don’t have time to build a spiritual 
passion.  
Mark I’ve got things to do, I’ve got a lot on my plate, I’ve got a lot of responsibility . . . I don’t doubt 
any of that.  
 
Twice in today’s Bible reading – Luke 5:16 & 6:12 – Jesus prayed. Who thinks Jesus was busy & 
had some stuff to get done?  
 
Margin – Do you have intentional space in your life to hear from God?  
If not, could be because you can’t say no to anything. Are you too busy for God? Is your family too 
busy to hear from God?  
 
2. What you think about.  
 
Why could this be a killer?  
 
What does your mind drift to when you don’t have to think about anything?  
How much of your thoughts are focused on negativity (things that eat away your faith) versus 
things that build your faith? [examples?] 
 
Romans 12:2 
Colossians 3:1-4 
 
3. Your feelings.  
Can your feelings lie to you? In what ways?  
 
Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand 
it?” 
Mark 7:20-23 “And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21 For from within, 
out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, 
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.” 
 
Your feelings don’t tell you anything about God and if you let your feelings drive your relationship 
w/ God, they will drive you to a pretty dark place.  
 
That’s why you may be burned out, depressed, stressed out, having a hard time at work, etc, 
going through a major life change & those are times you shouldn’t make any major decisions 
probably about your life. Quit church, no. Walk out on these people, do this . . .no 
 
1. Be Honest W/ God about where you’re at.  
So many times Christians want to act more spiritual than they really are. Do you know what I 
mean?  
Psalm 63 



Psalm 56:3 
 
Fill in this blank – God I’m _________________.  
Angry, scared, nervous, excited, thankful, awesome, not very good?  
Where are you?  
Now fill in this blank – God I want to be _____________________. 
Someone who trusts you, a person of prayer, courageous, a faithful husband, wife, dad, mom,  
 
One of my favorite verses in the Bible is when the dad asks Jesus to heal his daughter and says if 
you can do this make her well, Jesus says ‘if . . . ‘ then the dad says I believe help my unbelief.  
 
Pray until it happens. God does it.  
 
2. Get Angry at your own sin.  
 
Mark 9:43-48 - 43 And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled than with two hands to go to hell,[a] to the unquenchable fire.[b] 45 And if your foot causes you 
to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown 
into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and 
the fire is not quenched.’ 
 
Matthew 11:12 - From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence,[a] and the violent take it by force. 
 
Be Killing Sin Or Sin Will Be Killing You – John Owen 
 
What in you needs to die?  
Something. We usually think of big ones. Like what? & if big ones are there, declare war. But what 
about complaining? What about anxiety? What about love of stuff? What about pride?  
 
3. Learn how to walk with God   
No Bible verse about reading your Bible everyday. Should you? Yes. But have you . . .  
 
Galatians 5:16 - But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
Bible doesn’t say pray one time a day – pray w/o ceasing. 
 
Walking with God means to figure out how to live your day in His presence.  
That is really really really hard. Why? . . . So this is a fight. A fght w/ the devil, with your own flesh, 
with the world, this is hard. Especially when you first try it, but over time, it gets easier. Riding a 
bike 
 
Start your day fighting to see God. How?  
Talk to yourself specific truth you need to hear 
Give Thanks even when you don’t feel like it 
 
 
4. Get Serious about Jesus’ mission. Of making disciples.  
2 Corinthians 5:15 



Who am I praying for?  
Who am I serving?  
 
How much of my life is about me & my comfort?  
 
5. Make God’s People A Priority.  
Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 
Why does church matter?  
 
Does my life show it? If yes, keep going, if not, jump in.  
 
6. Realize that everything is spiritual.  
Heard, secular & sacred? I don’t believe that. Bible never says that.  
Eat to the glory of God. 
Psalm 19 the heavens declare.  
 
God feels a million miles away from me, I’’m constantly going, up all hours of the night. Praise the 
Lord God created sleep. One of the most spiritual things you can do is take a nap. 
 
Spiritual passion, God made us whole people. Doesn’t mean it’s all about meeting my own needs, 
but are you taking care of yourself because it impacts everything.  
 
7. Refuse to be satisfied.  
 
With where you are right now.  
Philippians 3:12 – PRESS ON!  
 
Philippians 2:12-13. God is the one working in me. God is the one causing me to want to keep 
going. The devil isn’t telling you to read your Bible, pray for that person. Every Godward desire is 
God working in us!  
The worst thing you can do is to get satisfied w/ where you are and stop pursuing Jesus. Stay 
Hungry!  
 
 
 
 
 


