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BELIEVING In God’s Promises | SERVING God and Neighbor
LIVING In God’s Grace through Faith

Pastor’s Corner
Well, April was a full month; Bethlehem buzzed with life as winter gave way to spring. We shared in Prayer Around
the Cross together. I saw tears that night. It was a sacred night. Just two days later, many of you showed up at
church (again) for our spring-cleaning event. You cleaned up the place that morning – prepping the halls for
something new yet to come. We worshipped as the sun rose on Easter morning. The choir sang, and we shared in
a community breakfast. As if all of that wasn’t enough for one month, we confirmed 5 amazing young people in
April. The last 30 days have been full of life; and somehow, I suspect May will keep pace too.
Coming this May: we’re expecting new paint and carpet in the Gathering Room and Church Offices. We’ll honor
Mother’s Day, and we’ll commission two new Stephen Ministers in the process. Before May ends, BLC’s youth will
lead us in worship, and we’ll celebrate the end of another year of Christian
education.
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Friends, I’m writing to say “Will you look at that?” I’m writing to say, “do
you see what I see?” There’s a certain amount of vitality in the air, and in
that, I’m seeing Christ’s activity in you. The Holy Spirit continues to move
in, with, and under ordinary elements like you and me.
I thank you all for your support of Bethlehem and its mission. Thank you
for your gifts of time and energy. Thanks also for your financial support.
Your gifts continue to fuel the work that’s happening here (the work of
renewal...the work of teaching, serving, and witnessing to the light of Christ
in a world full of shadows). Your generosity and commitment to this
mission continue to make all the difference. After a month so full of life,
the only word that seems fitting now is a word of gratitude. “Christ is risen
indeed, Alleluia!”
Pastor Nat
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Council Update

“Continuing the Tradition While Breaking New Ground”
If you remember from last month’s update, a particular theme emerged out this year’s Church Council
retreat. It very appropriately summarizes where we are at today at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.
BLC has a rich history. Generations of people have found peace, comfort, and solace in the traditions we
honor here. With that said, it’s also a time of change at BLC. We have a new pastor; we have new members
and a lot of new ideas too. As a result, BLC continues to navigate its way forward — claiming its rich
traditions with an eye on the future. Preserving the past while embracing the future is a real balancing act, no
question; and yet, with God’s help, we’re equipped to do that work (presently). With your energy and
enthusiasm (and through lots of prayer), there’s good reason to celebrate all that God is up to at BLC today.
We hope that you’ve caught a glimpse of the Spirit’s recent work here at Bethlehem. On behalf of your
Church Council, we’ll continue to think about ways to keep the momentum going!
On EASTER SUNDAY, we brought back the sunrise service and Easter breakfast (two popular BLC traditions in
years’ past). It was a blessed day at Bethlehem as over 80 people showed up bright and early for the sunrise
service (and over 100 people joined us for breakfast). Easter morning’s 9:00 AM service hosted over 90
people in worship. In our view, this new/old tradition was embraced by the congregation and we were very
happy to see such overwhelming support. A big THANK YOU to everyone who joined us on Easter Sunday.
The Council members provided breakfast and everything went as smoothly as it possibly could. It really was a
special day.

We also held a spring clean up day on the Saturday before Easter. Over 40 volunteers, including a number of
Boy Scouts showed up, and a long list of priorities was completed with time to spare. In addition to valuable
outside work, a crew of people also focused on moving furniture, taking down wall paper and prepping the
office and Gathering Room for the painters. Additionally, a group of people also worked in the sanctuary as
the stain glassed window sills got a very deep cleaning. Many hands made for light work and by 11:00 AM,
we had accomplished more than anticipated. It was a good day indeed, and a big THANK YOU to all the
volunteers who showed up to help. Everyone really pitched in, and it was a day of faith in action.
On the subject of our church home – a long overdue “facelift” will be taking place in early May. After a
successful phase of fundraising, the “Refresh & Renew” effort will come to life on May 6th when the painters
begin their magic. Once the painting is completed, carpet will be laid, new (used) furniture will be purchased
and a new display case will be featured in the Gathering Room. This space will be a welcoming retreat
complete with special displays that show the deep and rich history of BLC. The offices are also included in this
project and yes, there will be new (used) desks for Pastor Nat and Becca, and in the finance office. This
project has generated a lot of excitement and we are hopeful that, once the work is complete, we’ll host a
special event will of some kind so everyone can come and see the new digs.
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Now for another EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENT – BLC is going to host a SUMMER GOLF OUTING at Ballard
Country Club this summer. Details are still in the works, but we are hopeful you’ll consider joining us! The
main idea: it’s an opportunity to support the mission of Bethlehem in a way that’s fun and informal. It’ll be
an opportunity to better connect with friends from all over (members and non-members alike). We’re
currently considering a 4 person best shot tournament (so golfers of all levels can get involved). You will be
able to register as a foursome, but single and double registrations will be available too. We don’t want to
exclude anyone, so even if you aren’t a golfer….there will be ways to get involved with this event. We will
have 9 holes with different contests and will need volunteers in all areas. We promise this will be a very fun
event that YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS. We hope to have the date announced in the very near future and
registration materials will be available soon!

As the summer months approach, the council will continue to focus on a number of priorities; we are working
on an operations manual as well as a more defined committee/team structures within BLC. We have been
asked to review the constitution and also reviewing the BLC calendar. We want to be proactive and attentive
to creating an environment within BLC that is inclusive and welcoming. Everything we pursue as a Church
Council is guided by the three areas that are at the heart of who we are at BLC 1) Outreach 2)Hospitality and
3)Engagement – both externally and internally.

It is an honor to serve the congregation and we take our role as Council members very seriously. We are
listening to you, we are committed to working with you, and most importantly, we are excited and optimistic
about the future of BLC. Thank you for your continued support, your prayers, and your engagement.

2019 BLC Church Council
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Attendance &
Offering

April, 2019
Attendance
April 7
April 14
April 21 (Easter—2 services)
April 28 (Confirmation)

Offering
113
140
175
182

$
$
$
$

4,060.00
2,735.00
3,224.00
3,908.35

Weekly receipts needed to meet
2019 budget ($216,400 ÷ 52):

$

4,161.54

Offerings Received:
January
February
March
April
Total Offerings

$
$
$
$
$

12,390.00
9,867.00
15,139.75
13,927.35
51,324.10

Budgeted Expenses through
April 28, 2019 ($4,161.54 x 17):

($ 70,746.18)

Budget deficit as of
April 28, 2019:

($ 19.422.08)

Weekly budget deficit
($19,422.08 ÷ 17):

($ 1,142.48)

$7.49
($1,142.48 / 152.5
April’s avg.
attendance)

An additional weekly increase of less than $10 per person would have enabled BLC to
meet its budget for the month of April. Not able to worship at Bethlehem on a weekly
basis? Consider supporting the mission of BLC through Simply Giving or your own
bank’s electronic bill payment service.
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With Gratitude

In Celebration of Easter
Your gifts of Easter lilies helped make Bethlehem a little brighter again this year!

Jon, Cindy, Ben, and Nate Johnson................ In Memory of Dwayne and Maxine Johnson
Jon, Cindy, Ben, and Nate Johnson............................. In Memory of Jack and Audrey Burt
Barb Mallon ................................................................................ In Memory of Loved Ones
Gary and Carla Ihle ............................................................... In Memory of Trevor Stewart
Sue Ihle ........................................................................................ In Memory of Arnold Ihle
Janet and Richard Mason ........................................................... In Memory of Loved Ones
Ronna Hoppenworth .................................................................. In Memory of Loved Ones
Mat, Steph Emery and Family .................................................... In Memory of Loved Ones
Erica, Evan, and Greta Burger ..................................................... In Memory of Bob Weeks
Barb and Kreg Kahler ............................................................................ To the Glory of God
Florence Krause .................................................................... In Memory of Rodney Krause
Bob and Julie Krause ................................................................... In Memory of Loved Ones
Bill and Julie Britton .................................................................... In Memory of Loved Ones
Wendell and Marilyn Mortvedt .................................................. In Memory of Loved Ones
Orin and Norma Erickson............................................................ In Memory of Loved Ones
Lori McCasland ........................................................................... In Memory of Loved Ones
Brian, Cindy, Kenzie, and Cody Ihle ............................................ In Memory of Loved Ones
Patricia Ihle-Hughes .............................. In Memory of Kenneth and Jean Ihle, Rex Hughes
Brenda and Joe Neville .......................................................... In Memory of Tracy Kettwick
Diane Fulk ................................................................................... In Memory of Loved Ones
Diane Fulk ..............................................................................In Memory of Carl and Becky

He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!
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Looking Back

Our Condolences
Our deepest sympathies to Mike Kinnamon’s family
and friends. We are praying for you all, and we

carry you in our hearts. May the assurance of our
Risen Lord give you comfort at this time of loss.

He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!
A special thank you to
Bethlehem’s Church Council
for hosting a great breakfast

this Easter. BLC’s Council
served more than 100 people
between Sunday’s two services. Not only that,
more than 170 people celebrated the risen Lord at
Bethlehem this Easter. We’re thankful to have
shared this day with so many. If you enjoyed this
year’s sunrise service, let a Council member know,
and we’ll plan accordingly for 2020!

Congratulations Confirmands!
A warm word of “congratulations” and “God be with
you” to Bethlehem’s 2019 confirmation class. On
Sunday, April 28th, the people of Bethlehem
celebrated God’s continued work

Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong,
loving women in your life. At Lutheran Services
in Iowa (LSI), we see thousands of Iowa moms
through their journey to build the brightest
future for their children.
We see moms turning to LSI’s Mental Health or
Behavioral Health Intervention Services to
ensure their child is receiving the coping skills
and behavioral supports they need to thrive. In
our Early Childhood Services, we see first-time
moms who are eager to join our parenting
education classes and support groups. In 2018,
LSI’s Early Childhood programs provided
support to 1,158 parents of young children. We
are so inspired to hear their stories and see
their hard work pay off as they raise our next
generation.
As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year,
remember how many Iowa moms are being
empowered because of your support. If you
are looking for a way to honor your mother
this year, please consider giving a gift in her
name at LSIowa.org.
Thank you for standing alongside Iowa families.

in, with, and through a gifted

group of 8th grade confirmation
students. In addition, we
celebrated the baptism of Lane
Kahler. We give thanks for you Riley, Gunnar,

BLC’s regular giving to the SE Iowa Synod &
the ELCA supports the mission of LSI and
other non-profit missions throughout Iowa
and the world.

Lauren, Macee, and Lane!
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Yay God!

Meet Our 2019 Confirmands
(and the faithful bunch who joined them along the way)
Student:

Child of:

Mentored by:

Lauren Drobny, 13

Nicki & Scott Drobny ...................................... Barb Mallon

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
Hebrews 11:1

Gunnar Peterson, 13

Allison & Rick Peterson ................................ Anders Dovre

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.“
Romans 8:38-39

Macee Whitacre, 14

Misty Whitacre ................................................Tami Staples

“...there is nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God
which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:39 (Good News Bible)

Rylie Bowers, 14

Monica & Randy Bowers ............................... Elaine Raines

“Forgive us the wrongs we have done, as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us.”
Matthew 6:12 (Good News Bible)

Lane Kahler, 14

Tina & Derek Kahler ..................................... Craig Whitney

“David answered, “You are coming against me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I come
against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the Israelite armies,
which you have defied.”
1 Samuel 17:45 (Good News Bible)

Thank You Teachers!
Myrna Harmon, Jana Mitchell, Tami Staples, and Pastor Nat
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Looking Ahead

Council Meeting
The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 21 @ 6:00 p.m. in the Caleb room
next to the church kitchen. All council meetings are
open to the congregation to attend!

BLCW Circle News
Bethlehem’s afternoon women’s circle meets the
third Tuesday of every month at 2:00 p.m. unless
otherwise posted. Our next meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 15 here at church!

Nite Hawk Women’s Circle
The Nite Hawk Women’s Circle meets once a
month, and we’re currently reading “An Altar in the
World” by Barbara Brown Taylor. Join us for a night

In Our Prayers this Month
Cherryl Benning
Kim Brakke (Ann White’s sister-in-law)
Jeff Hughes (song of Patricia Ihle-Hughes)
Mike Kinnamon’s family and friends
Pat Kyle
Janet Larson
Ruth Ann Meyers (a friend of Nicki Drobny)
DiAnn Schroeder (a friend of Abby Wait)
Jackie Skaar (a friend of Ann White)
Summer Compton Vespestad
Becky Walker
Dennis Whitehead (cousin of Marlene Fairchild)
Rob Wright (a friend of Martha Sheldahl)

out, and for conversation and fellowship Monday,
May 20 @ 6:30 p.m. at The Nite Hawk in Slater!

Attention Quilters

Join us in remembering these friends in prayer.
Cards and notes of encouragement are always
welcome too!

The quilters meet on the first and third Mondays of
the month. They will be meeting this month on
May 6 and 20 at 9:00 a.m. All quilters are welcome!

We Have a New Microwave!
If you’ve toured BLC’s kitchen lately, you’ve
probably noticed that a particular artifact is missing.

It’s true—the old microwave has finally been
retired. Special thanks to Joe and Brenda Neville for
their gift, and we look forward to many more meals
to come!

We Remember Also
At Ballard Creek
Phillis Newman |
Marilyn McCauley | Millie Nelson
At the Madrid Home
Tony Spence | Sue Ihle
Florence Krause
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Looking Ahead | Continued

Food Pantry Needs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Instant Pudding
Jell-O
Soups
Ramen Noodles
Salad Dressing
Laundry Soup
Toilet Paper
Plastic Grocery Bags
2 Quart & One Gallon Size Freezer Bags

Banqueting Table
Join us again on
Wednesday, May 8th &
22nd at 5:30 p.m. for
BLC’s Banqueting Table!
This event is a free community meal open to all
(made possible through the generosity of BLC and
your free will offerings).

Relocated Calendars

Wednesday, May 8th (Happy Cinco de Mayo!)

Bethlehem’s “Gathering Room” and

Taco Casserole
(a recipe from Bonnie Accola that was in the BLC
Cookbook “Family, Friends & Neighbors” )

church offices are now being

prepped for new paint (painting to
begin in May). For now, you’ll notice that the

Chips and Salsa Bar

church calendar and flower calendars have been

Salad

moved to the bulletin board located at the west

Assorted Cookies & Ice Cream

entrance of the church sanctuary. Once the painting
is complete, these calendars will find their way back
to the church office area.

Wednesday, May 22nd (Grand Finale!)*

The quilters are in need for material so they can cut

*This will be our last banqueting table of the season!
BLC’s kitchen will take the summer off, but watch for
this tradition to resume again in September!

them into blocks to be used. If you have any or

Pork Chops on a stick

would like to purchase some to donate please stop

Pasta Salad

by anytime to leave at the church office. Thank you

Baked Beans

for supporting this group.

Ice Cream Sandwiches

Epic Scholarship Awarded!

Free Books & Hymnals!

Congratulations to our very own Sam Douglas in

For a limited time, there are a number of books/

being awarded the Epic Scholarship this year! We

hymnals in the church basement that are available

are excited for you as your journey now leads to

for anyone to claim at no charge. Don’t delay—we’ll

Luther College. God is good, and you will no doubt

soon look to recycle / re-gift these resources as the

be a blessing to those you’ll meet in Decorah this

work of “Refresh & Renew” continues.

Quilter Needs

fall!
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Looking Ahead | Continued

7th Grade Parents!
On Wednesday, May 15 @ 6:30 p.m. BLC welcomes
parents, sponsors, and friends to join us for “The
Night of the Notables.” On this night each year,
BLC’s 7th grade class shares their favorite “notable”
person from the Old Testament. Your support of
these young people matters, and you are most
definitely invited to come and hear the students’
presentations. Join us in encouraging these young
people as they celebrate the successful completion
of their first year of confirmation!

Graduating Seniors
The month of May will go by fast, and soon you’ll be
walking across that stage as a graduate! Please do
plan to join us for worship on Sunday, June 2nd, as
we’ll celebrate your graduation and ask God’s
blessing on the journey ahead . Your personal
invitation will arrive soon, but mark your calendars
now!

SE Iowa Synod News

Nova and Brian always knew they wanted to become foster parents. With their two oldest
daughters growing up and entering high school,
they decided to take the leap and open up their
home to more children in need. Over the course
of four years, they have successfully fostered 16
children and adopted four into their forever family. Through LSI Foster Care and Adoption, the
couple has wrapped their arms around sibling
groups in need of a home where they can stay
together, and the family is also a Cherokee Nation foster home, keeping children connected to
their culture and heritage. Nova encourages
more Iowa families to consider foster care, as
every child deserves and needs a safe space, regardless of how long that child may stay in your
home. “Foster care in Iowa is such a needed
thing, and it’s important to extend grace to parents of children in foster care and give them a
chance to grow and heal,” she says. “There
aren’t a whole lot of accolades for foster parenting, but it’s worth it. It’s worth the heartache,
and it’s worth the love and the smiles you see
from these kids.”

The 32nd Assembly of the Southeastern Iowa Synod
will be held May 10-11, 2019 at Lutheran Church of
Hope in Des Moines. Participants will gather under
the theme of “One Bread, One Body,” and BLC will
be there. If you have an interest in joining Pastor
Nat in Des Moines in service to the larger church,
contact the church office this week for more details.

LSI’s Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds
to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner
of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a
member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America).
We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins,
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn
more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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Looking Ahead | Continued

May Volunteers
Ushers & Elevator Assistance Before Worship
Doug & Sharon Mackey, Kelvin & Joan Schoon
Acolytes & Elevator Assistance Following Worship
May 5
Kathryn Seigfried & Aubrey Estrem
May 12 Zach & Tony Horness
May 19 Ryan Cleverley & Wyatt Emery
May 26 Micah Ott & Zach Smith
Flower and Candle
Rose Arrasmith
Scripture Readers
May 5
Marigrace Sievers
May 12 Tami Staples
May 19 Rita Thorson
May 26 Rose Arrasmith
Greeters
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Communion Assistants
May 5
Megan Greenwood, Tami Staples, & Cindi
Zimmermann
May 19 Sharon Ihle, Craig & Judy Whitney

Cantors
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Bill Britton
Bob Krause
Bob Krause
Erica Weeks-Burger

Children’s Worship Bags
Rose Arrasmith
Children’s Message (May 12)
Tami Staples

Orin & Norma Erickson
Kyle & Megan Greenwood
Kyle & Megan Greenwood
Joan Schoon & Marigrace Sievers

Provide Altar Flowers
May 5
Jon & Cindy Johnson
May 12 Dave & Kari Middleton
May 19 Alvin & Barbra Lund
May 26 Kreg & Barb Kahler
Altar and Chancel (Communion)
May 5* Bill, Mary, or Katie White
May 19* Bill, Mary or Katie White
CD Ministry
May 5
Barb Kahler & Ann Krause
May 12 Rose Arrasmith & Sharon Ihle
May 19 Rose Arrasmith & Sharon Ihle
May 26 Jana Mitchell & John Sheldahl

Food Pantry Volunteers
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Sarah Locker/ Susie Schaudt
Erica Weeks-Burger/ Erin Wilson
Ann Krause/ Abby Wait
Myrna Harmon/ Rose Arrasmith
Arlene Greenough/ Marigrace Sievers

Clothes Pantry Volunteers
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Martha Sheldahl
Jo Hokel
Ardy Hinds
Cindy Zimmermann
Erica Weeks-Burger

* denotes intinction service
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Looking Ahead | Continued

May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

6:00 pm
Worship Planning
Team Meeting

23

24

25

30

31

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

5 9:00 am
Worship w/ Holy
Communion
10:15 am
Sunday School
2:00 pm
Venturing Crew
Committee
3:00 pm
Venturing Crew

6

12
9:00 am
Worship

13

7

9:00 am
BLCW Sewing Day

8
5:30 pm
Banqueting Table
6:00 pm
Choir Practice

14

10:15 am
Sunday School

6:30 pm
7th Grade “Night
of the Notables”

5:00 pm
Troop 163
19
9:00 am
Worship w/ Holy
Communion

20

21

22

9:00 am
BLCW Sewing Day

2:00 pm
BLCW Circle

5:30 pm
Banqueting Table

10:15 am
Sunday School

6:30 pm
Nite Hawk
Women’s Circle @
Nite Hawk

6:00 pm
Church Council

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

26
9:00 am
Worship

27

28

29
6:00 pm
Choir Practice

10:15 am
Sunday School
5:00 pm
Troop 163
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Big News

May Birthdays
1
3
4
5

Gavin Estabrook
28 Cindy Upah
Rosalie Lund
Lisa Lehms
Trisha Hasty
29 Myrna Harmon
Florence Krause
Will Douglas
Kurt Estrem
31 Addyson Emery
6 Ronna Hoppenworth
7 Barry Broer
8 Ryan Cleverley
Taylor Christensen
9 Allison Mickelson
Avery Steward
Payton Johnson
10 Missy Bauer
11 Shollie Falkenberg
12 Sam Robinson
14 Ben Gibson
15 Karen Douglas
16 Isabella Johnson
17 Mike Kaldenberg
20 Brindley Sheldahl
Cade Wilson
21 Alvin Lund
Brittany Petersen
22 Joslyn Sobkowiak
Kevin Nicholson
23 Tim Locker
24 Alan Schoening
Easton Hogrefe
Janet Mortvedt
25 Matt Plowman

“So teach us to count our days
that we may gain a wise heart.”
Psalm 90:12

May Anniversaries
1
3
13
15
23
26
27

30
31

Nick and Jill Smith
Brandon and Sarah Halverson
Gary and Carol Gibson
Matt and Shanda Weigel
Steve and Cathy Lewis
Bruce and Ardy Hinds
Glenn and Jackie Brown
Mark and Rosalie Eimers
Al and LuAnn Erickson
Jacob and Nicole Nicholson
Jon and Cindy Johnson
Alan and Jo Schoening

Photography Notice: Church activities are often photographed for archival or communication purposes. Bethlehem Lutheran Church may use
those photos in newsletters, online, or for other church communications from time to time. In any case, individual names and other identifying information will remain confidential unless expressly authorized by you. If you wish to have a picture of yourself or a dependent retracted
at any time, simply contact the church office for assistance.
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