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NEWS & NOTES
April 2019 | Issue #693
WELCOMING All to Jesus Christ
BELIEVING In God’s Promises | SERVING God and Neighbor
LIVING In God’s Grace through Faith

Pastor’s Corner
Well, we met our goal for the Refresh & Renew campaign in March, and folks, that’s something to
celebrate. We reached the finish line through a mix of generosity and creativity, but we got there.
Funds previously marked as ‘undesignated’ have been freed up for use. Buried no more, those gifts
are being put into service. As for the remaining balance, well, your generosity stepped in. The
fundraising effort is now over. We have officially raised all that we needed, and in the process, we’ve
found more than expected. It’s a story that sounds a lot like 2 fish and 5 loaves… with 12 baskets of
leftovers.
This is all to say, “yay God.” I’m encouraged; I’m a little surprised,
and mostly delighted. God is up to something here (through
your giving… in our spring cleaning and sprucing up). Don’t be
surprised if these care-taking efforts breathe new life into us in
some way (maybe you’ve noticed some of that already). Again,
thank you. Thanks for allowing God to work through you. April is
here, and Easter is coming. Death and resurrection… that rhythm,
it seems, is nearer than we know.
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Council Update

“Continuing the Tradition while Breaking New Ground”
Recently we held our annual church council retreat and this theme emerged from a great morning of
fellowship, thoughtful discussion, and God’s tremendous work. It was a wonderful experience and yet
another poignant reminder of the dedication and commitment that prevails among this group of dedicated
volunteers that are serving as your church council. Throughout the morning, we discussed three critical
questions:
•
•
•

Who is Bethlehem? (the challenge: Be Who we Are)
What are we doing here? (the opportunity: See What we Have / How God has Gifted BLC)
Where are we going? (the mission: Do What Matters)

Throughout the morning, we did some teambuilding exercises and engaged in valuable discussions regarding
these important questions. The excitement and energy as we look towards the future of BLC is very positive
and uplifting. We have a lot of good things happening at BLC and our hope is to continue to build on this
momentum as we continue to serve not only our Bethlehem neighbors, but the entire community as well.
We identified three areas of emphasis that will guide our work as we follow God’s call forward in the
upcoming year. We hope to strengthen our efforts in these areas as we go:
1. Outreach
2. Hospitality
3. Engagement (both externally and internally)
As 2019 unfolds, this conversation will continue. Already, we’re living into a mix of old traditions while
breaking new ground (see below). As always, please keep sharing your ideas, concerns, and most
importantly, your prayers.
Here are a few other exciting announcements!
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service – Sunday, April 21st – 6:30 a.m. (Engagement / Hospitality / Outreach)
We will offer TWO services at BLC this Easter. The first one will be held at 6:30 AM with breakfast to follow.
The church council will be making and serving breakfast and we invite everyone to attend. The second service
will be held at 9:00 AM. Breakfast will be available to those attending the sunrise service as well as those that
are attending the 9:00 AM service and would like to grab some breakfast prior to worship. A Sunrise service
and Easter go hand in hand in our opinion, so we are excited to bring back this wonderful tradition. Stay
tuned for more details as we get closer to the date.
Spring Cleaning Day – Saturday, April 20 – 8:00 AM – 12:00 Noon (Engagement / Hospitality)
Now that winter is hopefully behind us, we are turning our attention to some spring-cleaning efforts! Please
consider joining us on Saturday, April 20th as we freshen up our church home – inside and outside. We are in
the process of identifying some key projects, and will once again form teams to tackle the tidying up efforts.
We had a great turn out of volunteers when we did this in the fall, and we are hopeful that we will have an
equally enthusiastic response this time around!
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Team Members Needed – Summer 2019 (Outreach / Engagement)
This summer, we’ll take a closer look at existing volunteer opportunities at BLC, and we’ll look to expand /
define that work in more intentional ways. At our council retreat, as we worked on developing our priorities
and strategic focus for 2019, we identified some areas of opportunity (which if addressed, might have a real
impact on BLC’s outreach, hospitality, and engagement efforts). Those ideas include:
Communications Team – This team might collaborate regularly on ways to better communicate with
the congregation, external audiences, and other partners in ministry.
Social Media Team – An extension of communications, these individuals might seek to manage /
expand our current social media efforts in ways that are timely, coordinated, and consistent with
broader communication team initiatives.
Special Music Team – This team might actively seek out talented folks (both within BLC and perhaps
even beyond) to share their music with us in worship. This team would ideally serve as an extension of
BLC’s existing music ministry effort (coordinating with BLC’s worship planning team and choir) –
enriching Sunday worship with special music as needed.
Welcome New Council Members (Hospitality)
We are excited to welcome our new council members; Stacey Cleverly, Mike Helland, Lori McCasland, and Bill
White. Every council member brings a special gift to our council efforts and we are excited to have these new
faces, new ideas, and new enthusiasm to the council. We are also grateful for the service and involvement
provided by outgoing council members; Clint Albertson, Lori Bosley, Jess Denner, and Martha Sheldahl.
As a church council, we are committed to giving 100% to serving the BLC congregation and working on ways
to continue to grow and strengthen our hospitality efforts, outreach, and engagement. We are excited to see
what 2019 has in store for BLC. As always, thank you for your continued support, your continued
involvement, and most importantly your wonderful prayers.

2019 BLC Church Council
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Attendance &
Offering

March, 2019
Attendance
March 3
March 6
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Offering
107
112
152
115
91
tbd

$4,785.25
$370.00
$3,601.00
$1,455.00
$1,917.25
tbd

Weekly receipts needed to meet
2019 budget ($216,400 ÷ 52):

$4,161.54

Offerings Received:
January
February
March
Total Offerings

$12,390.00
$9,842.00
$12,128.25
$34,385.25

Budgeted Expenses through
March 24, 2019 ($4,161.54 x 8):

($49,938.48)

Budget deficit as of
March 24, 2019:

($15,553.23)

Weekly budget deficit
($15,553.23 ÷ 12):

($1,296.10)
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Endowment
Update
Did you know that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has
an Endowment Team? We do, and this group has
been meeting since 2005 for the sole purpose of
giving back (to the community, the larger church,
and Bethlehem ministries too). This team was
formed according to ELCA guidelines, and continues
to manage various gifts received from contributors
(BLC members and non-members alike). The
Endowment Team annually distributes 4 % of its
funds across four distinct categories:
•
•

•
•

Your Endowment Team Volunteers
Mike Helland
Mike Fairchild
Bill White
Karen Douglas
Lori Bosley

Funds that benefit Bethlehem & its ministries
Funds that benefit the local community in
some way
Funds that benefit the SE Iowa Synod or
ELCA Churchwide
Funds that benefit the work of the church
globally

We’re pleased to report that the Endowment Team
has met for 2019, and this year’s disbursements are
as follows:
Congregation: $100.00 to Sunday School
$800.00 to Food Pantry
$100.00 to Clothing Pantry
Community:

$200.00 to Slater Legion
$200.00 to Slater Library

This “thank you” was hand delivered on 3/29/19 in response to
Bethlehem’s recent endowment gift of $200 to American Legion Post 260. “You all have been supporting us for years now,
and we appreciate it. Our Post never seems to have any money
because we’re always giving it away ourselves.”

Synod/State: $785.00 to Lutheran Disaster Relief
$450.00 To Riverside Bible Camp
Global:

$800.00 to Altlink

If you have any questions about the Endowment
Team’s work or if you’d like to support this
particular mission of the church, feel free to contact
anyone in our group for more details. It’s a privilege
to do this work, and with your continued support,
we’ll continue to help others in Jesus’ name.
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Looking Back

Our Condolences
Our deepest sympathies to LaVonne Clark’s family
and friends. We are praying for you all, and we carry
you in our hearts. May the assurance of our Risen
Lord give you comfort at this time of loss.

Refresh and Renew
By way of your generosity (both recently, and
through prior gifts, formerly undesignated),
we’ve officially met our goal of raising $35,000

to fund the Gathering Room remodel! This is
something to celebrate together, and we give
thanks for everyone’s generous participation
and support. Your church council has approved
the appropriation of these funds for the
purpose of beginning this project! Soon, the
work can begin; watch for signs of progress (and

some dust) to come :)
Lenten Services
Lent is a time of reflection and “turning around” in
anticipation of Easter. We have had wonderful
attendance for these services and hope they are a
blessing to you. The journey of Lent continues

Wednesday night on April 3 and 10 at 6:45 p.m.
Bring your voice. Enjoy a quiet moment in the
evening at the end of a full day. Sing, and re-center
yourself to the music of Marty Haugen and Holden
Evening Prayer.

National Child Abuse Prevention Month
According to the Iowa Department of Human
Services, 8,558 Iowa children were found to be
abused in 2017. The most common forms of
abuse included denial of critical care, physical
injury, exposure to illegal drugs and sexual
abuse. Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps
combat child abuse through prevention, safety,
and stability services, as well as mental and
behavioral health treatment.
Through regular in-home visits to families, LSI’s
Early Childhood Services prevent child abuse
by giving parents the support, education, and
resources they need to build a healthy, stable
home for their children. In 2018, our Early
Childhood programs provided more than
14,000 in-home visits to families.
LSI’s Family Safety, Risk, and Permanency
Services help children and families already
involved in a crisis or abuse situation to
become safer and more stable, and LSI’s
Bremwood and Beloit Residential Treatment
Centers serve many children and youth who
have experienced trauma from past abuse or
neglect. You make a direct impact on these
children and families through your support of
LSI. Thank you!

BLC’s regular giving to the SE Iowa Synod &
the ELCA supports the mission of LSI and
other non-profit missions throughout Iowa
and the world.
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Looking Ahead

Confirmation Sunday
Confirmation Sunday is set for April 28th! We
celebrate our 8th grade students for their hard
work over the course of two years of study! We
celebrate too, their continued journey, and all that
God is up to in each of them. Make plans to attend
worship on 4/28, and hear from our confirmands (in
their own words). Parents and mentors, your
generous gifts of time & energy are a gift to us all;
we celebrate the Holy Spirit’s work in you as well,
and we hope to see you in worship on the 28th!

Mark Your Calendars!
BLC’s Sunrise Service is back
for 2019! Set your alarm,
and wake up with us as
Bethlehem celebrates the

In Our Prayers this Month
Jeff
Cherryl Benning
Kim Brakke (Ann White’s sister-in-law)
Lucky Cline
Hogan Hannan (great grandson of Dorothy Lund)
Mike Kinnamon (a friend of the Schaudt’s)
Florence Krause
Pat Kyle
Janet Larson
Ruth Ann Meyers (a friend of Nicki Drobny)
DiAnn Schroeder (a friend of Abby Wait)
LaVonne Clark’s Family
Jackie Skaar (a friend of Ann White)
Nolan Staples (son of Dylan and Whitney Staples)
Summer Compton Vespestad
Dennis Whitehead (cousin of Marlene Fairchild)
Rob Wright (a friend of Martha Sheldahl)

good news of an empty tomb on Easter Morning.

Our Sunrise Service begins at 6:30 a.m. Note: the
BLC choir is planning to sing at this service on April
21. Come, enjoy the choir’s latest collaboration,

Join us in remembering these friends in prayer.
Cards and notes of encouragement are always
welcome too!

and stay for breakfast at 7:30 a.m.!

Council Meeting
The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 23 @ 6:00 p.m. in the Caleb room
next to the church kitchen. All council meetings are
open to the congregation to attend!

We Remember Also
At Ballard Creek
Phillis Newman | Florence Krause
Marilyn McCauley | Millie Nelson
At the Madrid Home
Tony Spence | Sue Ihle
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Looking Ahead | Continued

BLCW Circle News

We Are Here!

Bethlehem’s afternoon women’s circle meets the
third Tuesday of every month at 2:00 p.m. unless
otherwise posted. Our next meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 15 here at church!

Goal! ($35,000) 3/26/19
100%

Nite Hawk Women’s Circle
The Nite Hawk Women’s Circle meets once a month,
and we’re currently reading “An Altar in the World”
by Barbara Brown Taylor. Join us for a night out,

Halfway Mark

$17,500
50%

2/20/2019
59%

and for conversation and fellowship Tuesday, April
15 @ 6:30 p.m. at B Fabulous BBQ!
Campaign Announced

Attention Quilters

1/20/2019
0%

The quilters meet on the first and third Mondays of
the month. They will be meeting this month on
April 1 and 15 at 9:00 a.m. All quilters are welcome!

Food Pantry Needs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chicken noodle soup
Cake, brownie, or muffin mixes
Canned apricots
Salt/ Pepper
Sugar/ Flour
Soup crackers
Instant chocolate pudding
Potato sides
Canned spaghetti & ravioli
Jelly
Cereal
Lime jello
Laundry soup

A Big Milestone!
Bethlehem’s “Gathering Room” and church offices
will be updated in 2019, all thanks to your
contributions to the R&R campaign. With the
fundraising phase complete, the next step is to
order carpet and other materials (which will take
some time to ship & install). In the meantime, the
prep work can begin (for paint and furniture). This

remodel will no doubt inconvenience all of us in
some way (as remodels do), so your prayers and
patience are greatly appreciated as
this new phase of work begins!
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Holy Week 2019

Palm Sunday

Easter Sunday

Palm Sunday marks the last days of Lent and the near Our Sunrise Service is back! Set your alarm, and
wake up with us as Bethlehem celebrates the good
presence of a new season. Join us April 14 at 9:00
news of an empty tomb on Easter Morning. Our
a.m. for morning worship (complete with palm
Sunrise Service begins at 6:30 a.m. on April 21
fronds). The tradition of the palms commemorates
(followed by breakfast after the service courtesy of
Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1–9),
BLC’s Church Council). Also, join us again at 9:00
where palm branches were placed in his path in
a.m. for another Easter Service. Come early for
celebration of Jesus’ arrival. A week later, those
breakfast as there will be plenty of food. We look
same crowds will call for Jesus’ crucifixion (Good
forward to celebrating Jesus and the empty tomb.
Friday).

Maundy Thursday
The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word
“mandatum” which means “mandate.” Also known
as Holy Thursday, we commemorate Jesus’ last hours
before his betrayal and arrest. We’ll celebrate Holy
Communion on this night (as we keep the mandate
“do this in remembrance of me”). New this year,
we’ll spend some time praying in Gethsemane as BLC

introduces “Prayer around the Cross.” Join us on
Thursday, April 18 @ 7:00 p.m. for a service that’s
unique to Holy Week.

Good Friday Service
Good Friday is a day remembered by the whole
church, and for this reason, Bethlehem will join our
Methodist friends (and other Lutherans) for an
ecumenical Good Friday service at Slater United
Methodist Church on April 19 @ 7:00 p.m. Pastors
from Palestine Lutheran, Slater UMC, Bethlehem,
and Napier UMC will join together to host “a Service
of Darkness” as the whole church commemorates
the crucifixion of Jesus and his death at Calvary.
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Looking Ahead | Continued

Banqueting Table
Join us Wednesday,
April 10th & 24th at 5:30
p.m. at the Banqueting
Table! Bethlehem’s
Banqueting Table is a free community meal open to
all (made possible through the generosity of BLC
and your free will offerings).

Riverside News
The Spring Blast is Coming! Riverside’s Spring Blast

is a one day, “taste of camp” adventure for children
grades 2 through 6. Join us Saturday April 6th from
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for a full day of faith, fun, and
friends. Onsite registration will be available that
morning, and the cost is just $35 per camper (for
those registering on site). For more details visit
riversidelbc.org/spring-blast.

SE Iowa Synod News
The 32nd Assembly of the Southeastern Iowa Synod
will be held May 10-11, 2019 at Lutheran Church of
Hope in Des Moines. Participants will gather under
the theme of “One Bread, One Body,” and BLC will
be there. Ben Johnson has currently volunteered to
serve as a voting member from Bethlehem. If you
have an interest in joining Ben and Pastor Nat in
Des Moines in service to the larger church, simply
contact the church office for more details.

A Life-Changing Service

Amanda felt helpless when her children were
removed from their home. She and her husband,
Nathan, struggled with substance use, and they
could no longer provide a safe environment for
their children.
But with help from LSI’s Family Safety, Risk, and
Permanency Services, Amanda has overcome
every obstacle to build a future she only
dreamed possible.
LSI connected Amanda and Nathan to parenting
and sobriety resources in their community, and
their LSI worker, Katie, helped them schedule
regular visits with their children.
Knowing Katie was there to cheer them on, even
on the bad days, the couple was determined to
beat their addiction. It was time to turn their
lives around and fight for their family.
Amanda and Nathan recently celebrated two
years of sobriety, and all three of their children
have returned home. Amanda now also collaborates with the Iowa child welfare system and organizations like LSI to support more families in
need of the same care she received.
“I’m grateful that Katie and LSI were a part of our
lives. They weren’t there to hinder, they were
there to help,” Amanda says. “I feel accomplished, and I feel really good about where my
family is at in our lives. Now I’m just happy to
help other families achieve their goals and realize they are not alone.”
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April Volunteers
Ushers & Elevator Assistance Before Worship
Bill Britton, Dennis Hokel, Kyle & Megan Greenwood
Acolytes & Elevator Assistance Following Worship
April 3
Joseph & Kathryn Seigfried
April 7
Tony & Zach Horness
April 10 Ryan Cleverley & Brandon Coomes
April 14 Aubrey Estrem & Wyatt Emery
April 18* Zach & Tony Horness
April 21* (6:30 a.m.) Wyatt Emery & Ryan Cleverley
(9:00 a.m.) Zach & Tony Horness
April 28 Drew Kahler & Joseph Seigfried
Flower and Candle
Megan Greenwood
Scripture Readers
April 7
Rose Arrasmith
April 14 Trent Seigfried
April 21* Ardy Hinds
April 28 Martha Sheldahl
Greeters
April 7
April 14
April 21*
April 28

Bill & Stacey Cleverley
Kathy Cline & Gary Ihle
Kathy Cline & Gary Ihle
Orin & Norma Erickson

Provide Altar Flowers
April 7
Diane Fulk
April 14 Dave & Kari Middleton
April 21* Lori McCasland
April 28 Confirmation! (still available)
Altar and Chancel (Communion)
April 7
Barb Mallon, Lori McCasland
April 18* (Maunday Thursday)
Barb Mallon, Lori McCasland
April 21* (Easter)
Cindi Zimmermann & Marlene Fairchild
April 28 Cindi Zimmermann & Marlene Fairchild
* denotes intinction service

CD Ministry
April 7
Orin & Norma Erickson
April 14 Ardy Hinds & Ronna Hoppenworsh
April 21* Ardy Hinds & Ronna Hoppenworsh
April 28 Barb Kahler & Ann Krause
Communion Assistants
April 7
Rose Arrasmith, Andy & Jess Denner
April 18* Marlene Fairchild, Mary White, &
Rita Thorson
April 21* Brenda Neville, Dick & Lisa Lehms
April 28 Gary Ihle, Myrna Harmon, & Ardy Hinds
Cantors
April 7
April 14
April 21*
April 28

Sara Seigfried
Rose Arrasmith
Rose Arrasmith
Bill Britton

Children’s Worship Bags
Ardy Hinds
Children’s Message (March 14)
Martha Sheldahl

Food Pantry Volunteers
April 3

Rose Arrasmith
Marigrace Sievers

April 10

Rita & Scott Thorson

April 17

Bill & Julie Britton

April 24

Cindi Zimmerman
Rose Arrasmith
Clothes Pantry Volunteers

April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

Erica Weeks-Burger
Abby Wait
Ardy Hinds
Rita Thorson
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April 2019
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

9:00 am
BLCW Sewing Day

Wed
3

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

10
5:30 pm
Banqueting Table

11

12

13

6:00 pm
Confirmation/
Choir Practice

6:00 pm
Worship Planning
Team Meeting

18

19 Good Friday

20

6:00 pm
Confirmation/
Choir Practice

7:00 pm
Maundy Thursday
Service @
Bethlehem Church

7:00 pm
Ecumenical Good
Friday Service @
United Methodist
Church in Slater

24

25

26

6:00 pm
Confirmation/
Choir Practice
6:45 pm
Lenten Service

7 9:00 am
Worship w/ Holy
Communion
10:15 am
Sunday School
2:00 pm
Venturing Crew
Committee
3:00 pm
Venturing Crew

8

14 Palm Sunday

15
9:00 am
BLCW Sewing Day

9:00 am
Worship
10:15 am
Sunday School

9

6:45 pm
Lenten Service

6:30 pm
Nite Hawk
Women’s Circle @
B Fabulous BBQ

16

2:00 pm
BLCW Circle

17

8:00 am-12:00 pm
Spring Cleaning
Day @ Bethlehem
Lutheran Church

5:00 pm
Troop 163
21 Easter Sunday
6:30 am Sunrise
Service
9:00 am Worship
with Holy Communion
10:15 am Sunday
School
1-4 pm Fellowship
Hall Reserved

22

28 Confirmation!
9:00 am
Worship

29

23

9:00 am
BLCW Sewing Day

27

5:30 pm
Banqueting Table
6:00 pm
Church Council

6:00 pm
Confirmation/
Choir Practice

30

10:15 am
Sunday School
5:00 pm
Troop 163
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Big News

April Birthdays
1 Ashlee Lund
Tabitha Eatock
Wendell Mortvedt
2 Brian Bauer
3 Jen Dovre
6 Ann White
7 Cole Krause
Jon Lehms
Molly Houge
8 Dylan Staples
9 David Skei
Joce Plowman
Meghan Meyer
10 Angela Kyhl
Elaine Weeks
Jess Denner
11 Kathy Cline
12 Kaylee Klunder
13 Brandon Hainline
Kylie Murray
Laurie Plowman
15 Alison Mackey
Andy Robinson
Erik Sheldahl
Tracey Ihle
16 Addison Gibson
Scott Stocksleger
18 Wyatt Johnson

19 Erica Weeks-Burger
Josh Neville
Lindsay Allen
20 Christopher Hadaway
Doug Mackey
Eddy Burt
Steve Mickelson
Steve Mortvedt
21 Mike Coomes
22 Dustin Allen
Monica Bowers
Sam Upah
23 Kyle Greenwood
24 Avery Gibson
Michael Krause
25 Blake Wheeler
27 Derek Kahler
Dottie Cline
28 Lorry Gross
Sharon Mackey
29 Marigrace Sievers
Matthew Seigfried
Nick Helland
Taylor Holland
30 Bailey Disney
Dick Lehms
Donny White

“So teach us to count our days
that we may gain a wise heart.”
Psalm 90:12

April Anniversaries
3
4
6
8
10
14
15

Daniel and Lorry Gross
Kevin and Sue Burt
Benjamin and Lauren Pratt
Jim and Holly Christensen
Brad and Melody Moyer
Forrest and Trisha Hasty
Doug and Carol Steoger
Rick and Cindi Zimmermann
16 Ken and Rosalie Lund
26 Ron and Kathy Cline
30 Carrol and Charlene Michael

Photography Notice: Church activities are often photographed for archival or communication purposes. Bethlehem Lutheran Church may use
those photos in newsletters, online, or for other church communications from time to time. In any case, individual names and other identifying information will remain confidential unless expressly authorized by you. If you wish to have a picture of yourself or a dependent retracted
at any time, simply contact the church office for assistance.
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