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2020 Minutes 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Annual Meeting 
January 26, 2020 

 
Call to order at 10:03 a.m.  Meeting began with devotions from Pastor Nat.  Litany provided by ELCA from the annual 
congregational meeting. 
 
Approval of 2019 Annual Minutes 
Bill White motioned to approve.  Rose Arrasmith seconded. Motion carried. 
 
2019 Ballot Nominations: 
3-year term-council 
Rick Zimmermann 
Gary Ihle 
Erica Weeks-Burger 
 
1-year term-council 
Bill White 
Mike Helland 
 
Cemetery Committee 
Gary Halverson 
Dennis Mitchell  
Gene Staples  
 
Andy Denner motioned to approve the ballot by unanimous consent.  Bill White seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Financial Summary  (Ben Johnson and Erica Weeks-Burger) 
Thank you to Jim Christiansen and Bill Britton for all your help in aiding us to make the financial reports as easy to 
follow as they are.  Ben reported-Propose 5% increase in offerings, last year was over 7% so this should be very 
easy.  Small raises to the staff, not requested.  Erica has stream-lined the budget line items to make it easier to read.  
 
No questions from the congregation.  Jim Christiansen motioned to approve the 2020 budget. Jessica Denner 
seconded. Motion carried.  
 
 
President Report  (Brenda Neville) 
Thank you to Marlene Fairchild and Lori McCasland for helping in the office.  Becca Hanner was offered a fulltime job, 
so Marlene came out of retirement again to assist in the church office.  Thank you to Janice Berhow and Tammy 
Johnson on their custodial services of taking care of our church home.   They are outstanding! 
 
Thanks to current church council:  Bill Britton, Jim Christensen, Mat Emery, Mike Helland, Bill White, Brenda Neville, 
Ben Johnson, Rita Thorson, Stacey Cleverly, Barb Mallon, and Lori McCasland.  The council meets monthly.  Staff retreat 
in February of 2019.  Set goals and objectives for the year.  This leads the council for the direction taken in the 
following year.  Leadership in our community is our mission and to show the love of Jesus.  
 
 

Submission by 

Lori McCasland 
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2020 Minutes 
(continued) 

Goals Met: 
• R & R 1.0 
• 1st Golf Outing-50 golfers 
• Christmas at Bethlehem-included many from outside our congregation. 
 
New Goals: 
• R & R 2.0-new steps in the front and landscaping-will use money from parsonage sale to help pay for this. 
• In the future-remodeling to the kitchen, new Ark, more social events 
• Christmas at Bethlehem-please share any ideas you have 
• Golf Outing 
 
Rita — Thank you Brenda for her bubbly personality!  Ben added, she “keeps the fire lit.” 
 
Pastor’s Report  (Pastor Nat) 
What a great year! 
• Refresh and Renew 
• Easter Sunrise Service and breakfast 
• Golf Outing 
• Casserole Cook-off 
• Creativity and willingness to step up and out.   
• “The Star” production for our children’s Christmas program-written by members 
 
Thank you to the council and to William for his gifts.  Thank you for sharing your gifts and sharing what you have.  From 
a few fish and few loaves…  We celebrate that!  Lori McCasland has agreed to be the new church secretary.  Think 
about how to make giving easier so that we are not reliant on the big gifts, but “yay God!” 
 
 
New Business 
None 
 
 
 
Christ calls us beyond the familiar.  Pastor Nat 
Be the Change you wish to see in the world.  Gandhi 
 
Adjournment 
Jess Denner motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:35 am.   Andy Denner seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Benediction (Pastor Nat) 
Pie and fellowship were enjoyed in the church basement. 

Submission by 

Lori McCasland 
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Pastor’s Report 

“But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion;  

and they woke him up and said to him,  

“Teacher, do you not care that we are 

perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, 

and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind 

ceased, and there was a dead calm.”   

(Mark 4:38-39) 

 

I’ll get a chance to preach on these verses in 2021.  

No telling what I’ll say in six months, but for now, I’ll 

say this: Jesus is still in the boat.  We saw enough in 

2020 to know at least this much is true. 

 

This annual report is always a receipt of sorts.  It 

serves as a snapshot of a particular moment in our 

life together.  The report itself is evidence of 

another year of shared ministry.  It’s evidence of 

another year of shared challenges (storms), and 

shared epiphanies too (like the reality of God’s 

nearness and provision, always).   All things 

considered, I don’t know how any of us looks back 

on 2020 without seeing Jesus in the boat, and still 

very much with us.   

 

Sure, we prodded at Jesus this year, and asked (at 

various points along the way), “don’t you care, 

God?”  I’m remembering those who died of Covid-

19 in 2020, and those they left behind.  I’m 

remembering also those who died of other things —

in any other year, those families would have known 

a more familiar funeral.  Assisted care facilities were 

locked down in 2020.  Graduates and brides were 

forced to dream differently.  Are you awake, Jesus?  

At Bethlehem, we navigated Easter morning without 

breakfast together, and a Christmas without a kids’ 

program.  Don’t you care, God? 

  

Hey, we all lived it.  It’s okay to name it (without 

getting stuck there).  In some sense, 2020 was a 

perfect storm, but still… here we are (and faith says, 

here Jesus is too). 

 

You’ll notice in those verses from Mark, Jesus 

answers the disciples’ plea.  Without saying a word 

to the disciples themselves, there comes a point in 

this reading where God (not just the winds and sea) 

is stirred up, and the outcome of God’s stirring is a 

great calm.  A complete and definitive calm. 

 

I’m guessing all of us petitioned God to “wake up” 

at some point last year.  And with that said, I invite 

you to take a close look at the pages to follow.  

There’s evidence of God’s stirring all around us (and 

this may be the unexpected gift of 2020).   

Submission by 

Pastor Nat Bothwell 

March 22, 2020 —Bethlehem’s first Sunday livestream 

April 12th —Our first special music feature (Easter morning) 
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Pastor’s Report 
Submission by 

Pastor Nat Bothwell 

On the other side of a whole lot distancing... and a 

derecho, and in the midst of so much that was 

unfamiliar and at times, truly menacing… there’s still 

quite a lot to celebrate. 

 

Brenda has done an excellent job of re-capping 2020 

in her report, so I’ll just add a heartfelt ‘amen’.  To 

have a year so full of life (in the absence of so much 

that was once familiar), that’s an unexpected gift.  To 

have hope, and a sense of gratitude as everything 

around us is still “not okay”, that’s the work of God 

with us… stirring up a definite calm, again. 

Bethlehem, you are loved and dearly missed.  It 

continues to be a great joy, this call, and you continue 

to be an inspiration.  Keep shining right where you 

are as the near presence of Christ continues to lead 

us. 

 

 

 

June 14th — Bethlehem’s first livestreamed baptism June 7th — ELCA Bishop Eaton on Holy Trinity Sunday 

July 12th — Our first use of split screen July 5th —BLC’s first ‘virtual choir’ project airs 
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Parish Report 

Members Received in 2020 
 Adults Baptized 0 
 Children Baptized 3 
 Received by Affirmation of Faith 0 
 Received by Baptism 3 
 Received by Confirmation 5 
 Received by Transfer 2 
 
 

Members Removed in 2019 
 by Death 6 
 by Transfer 0 

 

 

Confirmed Membership  417* 
 *this number changes from year to year as new 

members are received, existing members are 
removed, and/or lapsed records are identified and 
updated. 

 

 

 

 

Official Acts of Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

as Recorded in the Congregational Record 

(2020) 

Baptisms (3) 

Micah Ott 

Zoey Hokel 

Louie Gibson  

 

Confirmations (5) 

Ryan Cleverley 

Zach Horness 

Aubrey Estrem 

Micah Ott 

Joseph Seigfried 

 

Marriages (0) 

 

 

Funerals (6) 

Sue Ihle 

Phil Lehman 

Millie Nelson 

Carol Stoeger 

Darlene Newman 

Mark Eimers 

Submission by 

Lori McCasland 

May 31st — Our first use of new mics & a new soundboard 

June 28th — Our first gospel reading from South Dakota 

August 2nd — Minna, William, and Brenda sing “Mercy Now” 
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President’s Report 

What a year we have had, and while it would be 
easy to lament and highlight all the challenges that 
we have faced over the last 12 months, I think it is 
much more appropriate and joyous to focus on the 
many bright spots of 2020. And bright spots we had!  

 

When news of the global pandemic first started to 
emerge, like you, I was fearful, anxious, and 
frightened. This insidious virus was racking havoc on 
our world and it was a helpless feeling. People were 
frightened by the unknown, and our first priority 
was to remain faithful in the midst of the chaos.  

 

The moment we first learned that a widespread 
shutdown was our new reality, Pastor Nat and the 
church council immediately started to explore 
options to provide support and stay connected to 
our church family. We knew that having a strong 
presence during this unprecedented time was 
critically important. The level of engagement, 
compassion, and concern demonstrated by our 
church council was something that will inspire me 
for a very long time. We had no idea initially what 
we were going to do, but we knew we needed to do 
something.  

 

This quote by Martin Luther King Jr. most 
appropriately described how we moved into these 
unchartered waters, “Faith is taking the first step 
even when you don’t see the whole staircase”. We 
took a leap of faith and decided that the best way 
we could serve the congregation was to create a 
livestream service. As I reflect on that first 
livestream service on March 15th, I smile because it 
was as equally primitive as it was pristine. As we 
started to see people enter the “chat room”, a 
sense of peace immediately prevailed.  We were 
connected.  We were with each other, leaning on 
and leaning into the Word of God to guide us 
through a time of darkness.  

 

Every Sunday thereafter continued to be a new 
adventure, a new step, and a new learning 
opportunity. As the number of viewers continued to 
grow, so did our level of confidence and expertise.  

 

As the pandemic moved into months, we made 
additional investments to enhance our livestream 
capabilities. Positive feedback from the 
congregation and continued support from the 
council enabled the livestream services to 
constantly improve. And today we have created 
another valuable worship option that will allow us 
to keep connected to our congregation here in Iowa 
and across the nation even after the pandemic is 
under control and in-person worship is back (an 
option that would have never been created if we 
had not been hit with a pandemic).  

Submission by 

Brenda Neville 

July 19th — Our first special music from MN as Anders sings 
“Be Thou my Vision” 

Our initial setup with lots of cables and folding tables 
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President’s Report 

While the livestream was a positive 
boost during this time of uncertainty, 
God continued to be at work at BLC. Just 
weeks prior to the pandemic outbreak, 
the Refresh & Renew 2.0 committee had 
approved the numbers associated with 
the revitalization of the front steps, 
lighting, and landscaping. A tremendous 
amount of time and energy had been 
invested in this important project, and 
we made the decision to proceed 
despite the challenging environment 
created by COVID.   

 

Replacing the front steps was going to 
block access to the church and with no in-
person services, this project could be 
implemented without hardship to anyone. 
While it was a project that was long 
overdue, the timing was perfect because 
this project offered much more than new 
steps, a new retaining wall and lighting….it 
offered hope. It symbolized our faith in the present 
as well as our hope in the future, something that 
continues to prevail at BLC.  

 

There were so many other things that provided 
hope throughout these long months of despair.  
Members of the congregation found unique ways to 
stay connected to one another. Our hugs and 
handshakes have been replaced with phone calls, 
email messages, and thoughtful cards to one 
another. After the devastation of the derecho, BLC 
stepped up and served the larger community by 
distributing ice to hundreds that were without 
power for days.  

 

Innovation was at the forefront when a unique and 
wonderful VBS program was offered through BLC’s 
YouTube channel (which provided the inspiration to 
create an equally-amazing Sunday School program). 

The BLC Sunday School livestream is attracting an 
audience well beyond just children and continues to 
be such an important part of BLC’s ongoing ministry.  
We implemented new ways to conduct meetings 
and the council never missed a beat. We learned 
that communion in our cars can work and the light 
of a glow stick can take the chill out of even the 
coldest of nights.  

Submission by 

Brenda Neville 

May, June, and July— 
“Refresh & Renew 2.0” 

included a new retaining 
wall, heated steps, 

landscaping, and outdoor 
lighting.  Also included:  
the removal of the ash 

tree near the west side of 
the sanctuary (just a 

couple of months prior to 
August’s derecho). 

August 9th — “Moses & Malachi” in “Wilderness Escape” VBS 
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President’s Report 
Submission by 

Brenda Neville 

We gained a new appreciation for special music and 
are reminded every Sunday what a truly special gift 
we have in our committed Pastor, our talented 
organist, and the team of volunteers that loyally 
show up and fulfill their respective “livestream 
duties” every Sunday.  We have had heard the 
joyous laughter of babies being baptized.  We have 
celebrated our confirmands, and we have lifted each 
other up when we have lost loved ones despite the 
barriers created by this pandemic. We have seen the 
need for our food pantry increase exponentially 
along with donations and support for this important 
outreach.  

 

We have seen the extraordinary generosity that 
continues to be the hallmark of this congregation as 
our financial gifts remained steadfast, and we are 
grateful. We have continued to be thoughtful and 
diligent in our discussion and ongoing discernment 
of in-person events. The safety and wellbeing of the 
congregation is our guiding principle in moving in 
this direction. We are committed to creating a “back 
to church” plan that will always ensure that safety is 
at the forefront.  

 

It has been a year unlike anything we have ever 
seen and hopefully will not experience again for a 
very long time. But through it all, we have continued 
to feel God’s presence, and while we have had to 
take many “first steps without seeing the whole 
staircase,” we have navigated this time well.  More 
than that, we have thrived, and we look to the 
upcoming year with tremendous hope and 
optimism.    

August 9th — Behind the scenes of “Wilderness Escape” VBS 

June 21st — Brenda summarizes R&R progress 

August 15th — BLC imports ice from MN in derecho response 
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Financial Reports 

The generosity of BLC members and non-members alike helps fund BLC’s operating expenses, special 

projects, and missions each year.  For 2020, congregational gifts helped fund planned projects like R&R 2.0 

and the church’s normal operating expenses; but your gifts funded a number of unplanned expenses too (like 

a new livestreaming platform, new survey & email capabilities, and a truckload of free ice for neighbors 

throughout central Iowa).  In a pandemic year, Bethlehem almost met it’s pre-pandemic budget (which is a 

remarkable thing).  The 2021 budget that follows was drafted by a committee of council volunteers and has 

been approved by church council.  

Submission by 

2020 Church Council 

2021 Church Budget 

Schedule 1 of 3:  Receipts 
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Financial Reports 
Submission by 

2020 Church Council 

2021 Church Budget (cont.) 

Schedule 2 of 3:  Expenses 
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Financial Reports 
Submission by 

2020 Church Council 

2021 Church Budget (cont.) 

Schedule 3 of 3:  Expenses (cont.) Plus Transfers In 
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Financial Reports 

Throughout the year, Bethlehem receives designated gifts in the form of memorial funds or other restricted 

offerings.  As needs arise within the church (related to a specific designation, e.g. “youth education”), the 

Church Council may elect to use restricted funds to address these projects without impacting budgeted 

expenses for the year.  From year to year, the balances of BLC”s restricted accounts fluctuate depending 

upon sources and uses of funds.   

Submission by 

Erica Weeks-Burger 

Restricted Funds 
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Financial Reports 

The year began with hope and promise as the 
Banqueting Table committee planned and served 
meals in January, February and March. Although 
only 4 evening meals were served to the 
community, they were well-attended and enjoyable. 
Pancakes in January, the Souper Supper on Super 
Bowl Sunday in February, the Famous Chicken Pot 
Pies also in February, and of course, March Macness 
in March. Unfortunately, Covid-19 ended our 
opportunities to engage with our friends and 
neighbors over a hot meal.  
 
Five Banqueting Table team members (Barb Kahler, 
Julie Krause, Elaine Raines, Brenda Neville, and Barb 
Mallon) created the menus, purchased and 
prepared the food, and coordinated the meal – 

often with help from others. Janet Mason and Joyce 
Tweedt were regular servers. Many others 
generously signed up to help serve and clean up, for 
a total of 34 + helpers. The Souper Bowl Soup 
Supper featured crock pots of soup from 10 
members of the congregation. Pans of pumpkin bars 
and strawberry pretzel dessert were also generously 
provided for the meals.  
 
Our community service commitment continued at 
the end of each meal. Any left-overs were provided 
to area families through the Ballard School District’s 
assistance program.  

Submission by 

Barbara Mallon & Erica Weeks-Burger 

Banqueting Table Fund 

Elaine, Brenda, Barb, and Barb prepping in early 2020 

September 13th — Bethlehem’s first “Family Stream” airs September 13th — The baptism of Zoey Hokel 
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Financial Reports 

BLC’s Cemetery provides a final resting place for many 

of the everyday saints Bethlehem has known through 

the years.  Maintaining this space for the sake of 

families, loved ones, and the larger community is in 

itself, a ministry.  The work of maintaining the 

Bethlehem Cemetery is primarily funded as a budget 

item on Bethlehem’s general ledger.  

 

A workday was held at the cemetery on October 3rd, 

2020. Many people showed up with chain saws, rakes, 

and trailers to trim trees, rake yard waste, pull weeds, 

and haul it all away.  A couple of headstones that had blown over in the derecho in August were reset. 

Hopefully, this will become an annual event as our cemetery looked well-groomed and cared for when the 

work was done.  

Submission by 

Denny Mitchell & Erica Weeks-Burger 

Cemetery Fund 

Cemetery Account—December 2020 

Cemetery Receipts   Current  Month   2020 YTD 

Deposits:    $  -  $   811.00 

Total Income:    $  -  $   811.00 

 

Transfers In: 

From General:    $  -  $ 2,500.00 

From Restricted:    $  -  $    400.00 

Total Transfers In:   $  -  $ 2,900.00 

 

Cemetery Expenses:    

Expenses:    $    22.64  $ 4,145.08 

Total Expenses:    $    22.64  $ 4,145.08 

 

Receipts Less Expenses   $   (22.64)  $ (3,334.08) 

Receipts Less Expenses 

 Plus Transfers In   $   (22.64)  $  (434.08) 

October 3rd — Cemetery clean-up day at Bethlehem 
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Financial Reports 

Memorial gifts are given throughout the year as a way 
of remembering those we’ve lost.  These gifts are 
sometimes designated for a particular purpose; in other 
cases, they are undesignated.   

 

Memorial Gifts received this year were received in 
loving memory of:  Mark Eimers, Nilus Ihle, Sue Ihle, 
Carroll Johnson, Phil Lehman, Millie Nelson, Vivian 
Nerness, Phyllis Soderstrum, and Carol Steoger. 

 

Designated gifts received in 2020 will be earmarked as 
directed to support the following needs at BLC: 
 

• Audio-Visual Equipment / Livestreaming System 

• BLCW Quilters’ Ministry 

• Food Pantry Ministry 

• Love Your Neighbor Fund 

• Lutheran World Relief 

• Kitchen Renovation & Basement Remodel 

• Sunday School Ministry 

• Mission Outreach 

• Vacation Bible School Ministry 

 

Submission by 

Mary White 

 Memorials & Gifts 

Thank Offering Sunday is a fall harvest tradition that celebrates God’s provision at a time of relative 
abundance.  Thank Offering proceeds often help close budget gaps and fund new ministry projects.  Gone 
are the days of donating beans and corn, but the annual harvest tradition remains a visible, shared 
statement of faith.   

Thank Offering Funds 

2020 Thank Offering 

 Undesignated Gifts Received $7,275.00 
 Designated Gifts Received  $450.00 
   
 
Note:  designated beneficiaries included the Slater/Sheldahl Food Pantry,  BLC Love Your 
Neighbor Fund, Lutheran World Relief, Sunday School / VBS, and Waldorf University. 

August 20, 1910 — A new beginning for generations to come 

2020 included new paint for the sanctuary south entrance 
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Financial Reports 

The Bethlehem Endowment Committee was 
formed in 2005.  The committee met several times 
with the ELCA and adopted resolutions that were 
approved by the Council and the fund began its 
mission.  The mission of the Endowment Fund is to 
accept and manage gifts from church members 
directed toward the mission of the church.  The 
committee annually distributes 4% of its funds.  
The funds are distributed across four categories:  
Congregation, Community, Synod/State, and 
Global.  This year’s disbursements were as follows: 

Submission by 

Mike Helland, Mike Fairchild, Bill White 

Endowment Funds 

 2020 Funds Available to Distribute: $3,517.00 

 

 Gift Categories   Congregation Community Synod/State Global 

 
 % of Total per Guidelines  (25-45%)  (10-35%)  (10-35%)  (10-35%) 
 $ of Total per Guidelines  $760-$1369 $304-$1065 $304-$1065 $304-$1065
  
 
 2020 Beneficiaries 
 
 BLC Youth   $300.00 

 Sunday School   $200.00 

 Food Pantry   $792.00  $475.00 

 Slater Legion     $200.00 

 Slater Library     $200.00 

 Riverside        $350.00 

 Climb for Haiti         $1000.00 

    

 Total Disbursements by Category $1,292.00 $875.00  $350.00  $1000.00 

October 25th — Our first livestreamed confirmation 
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Financial Reports 
Submission by 

Juli Helland, Trent Seigfried, Doug Houser, John Johnson 

Investment Funds 

Bethlehem’s Investment Committee manages a portfolio of holdings that include undesignated gifts and oth-

er assets not associated with normal Sunday offering activity.  It’s the committee’s responsibility to balance 

the competing priorities of both ‘return on investment’ and ‘liquidity.’  Much of this portfolio of comprised of 

memorial gifts that were originally given to fund the ministry of BLC.  It’s the Committee’s responsibility to 

safekeep these funds at the highest possible return until such time as they are employed elsewhere (e.g. Re-

fresh & Renew projects). 

Summary of Holdings:  Mission Investment funds 

 

Certificate  Matures         Interest  11/29/2019 3/31/2020  6/30/2020  11/30/2020 

CD1754  02/16/11         1.739%  $32,000.00  $32,000.00  $32,000.00  $32,000.00 

CD1746  02/18/22         2.133%  $32,000.00  $32,000.00  $32,000.00  $32,000.00 

CD4475  04/28/25         0.519   $30,000.00  $30,000.00  $30.000.00  $30.000.00 

CD7047  02/27/21         1.739%  $37,998.96  $38,122.52  $38,285.99   $38,622.35 

7403    N/A         1.200%  $19,618.40  $20,048.77  $20,503.25  $21,286.26 

     $151,617.36 $152,171.29 $152,789.24 $153,908.61 

 Edward Jones 

     11/29/2019 3/31/2020 6/30/2020 11/30/2020 

Muni Bond, Mutual Fund, CD’s  $184,775.99 $255,980.20 $284,088.25 $318,547.14 

Parsonage    $150,956.52 $140.079.56 $150,234.01  $42,114.74 

Memorial IRA    $110,798.84             $0.00             $0.00             $0.00 

     $446,531.35 $396.059.76 $434,322.26 $360,661.88 

 

Mission Investment          $153,908.61 

Edward Jones          $360,661.88 

Total           $514,570.49 

   Notes: 

   The Dunlap Memorial IRA bundled into existing Edward Jones account. 

   8/13/2020  $60,000.00 Withdraw to Refresh and Renew 

   9/8/2020  $30,000.00 Withdraw to Refresh and Renew 

   11/4/2020 $25,000.00 Withdraw to Refresh and Renew 
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Ministry Reports 

2020 Projects: 

• Patched and painted sanctuary entrances & SW 
basement area 

• Upgraded all interior bulb fixtures to LED 
components & bulbs 

• Completed R&R 2.0 effort (replacement of front 
stairs & railing, upgraded landscaping & outdoor 
lighting) 

• Assisted with BLC cemetery clean-up day (tree 
trimming, brush removal) 

• Completed inspection and replacement of 
electrical outlets and switches as needed  

 

Future Projects being Discussed: 

• Replace Slater/Sheldahl Food Pantry building  
(committee formed) 

• Paint basement & update kitchen area 

• Additional tree trimming at the BLC cemetery in 
the spring of 2021  

Submission by 

Bill White, Matt Emery, Ben Johnson 

Property Team  

November 1st — Pastor David Burling visits BLC 

November 8th — The baptism of Louie Gibson 

November 8th — Family Stream choreography  shines again 
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The Slater/Sheldahl Food Pantry was established in 
1983.  It is run by Judy and Craig Whitney and made 
possible by 19 volunteers.  In 2020 we provided food 
to 386 families and 950 people.  We provided 
Christmas baskets to 20 families, with the support of 
the Bethlehem Church Council, and Angel Tree gifts to 
19 Food Pantry client’s family members, thanks to 
generous church members. 
 
The Food Pantry is supported entirely through 
donations from Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Slater 
and Sheldahl United Methodist Churches, many 
community organizations and residents.  We are a 
member of the Food Bank of Iowa in Des Moines, 
which allows us to purchase and pick up food items 
they have available for a minimal charge. We also 
pick up sandwiches, milk, juices, and some fruit from 
Kum and Go each Monday, which is distributed to 
clients at the Food Pantry and Jeriann McLaughlin at 
the Huxley Clothes Pantry and/or the Homeless 
Shelter in Ames.   

 
Pantry open hours are Tuesday mornings 10:00 – 
11:00 and Wednesday evenings 7:00 – 8:00.  Clients 
may come to the pantry twice a month.  When 
visiting the pantry clients receive approximately 
enough food to feed them for 3 to 4 days and 
according to the number of people in their 
household.  They are also given a $20.00 voucher that 
can be redeemed at Town and Country Market for 
items not available at the pantry.  In addition, each 
family is provided with Christmas baskets that they 
pick up the Saturday before Christmas.  Items in these 
baskets come from the Food Bank of Iowa and funds 
provided by Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council.  
Free pet food is also available to food pantry clients, 
which we pick up at the Ames Pet Food Bank. 
We pray for your continued support and donations. 
Without your help we would not be able to help feed 
the people in our community who are hungry and in 
need of assistance. 

Food Pantry 
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Craig & Judy Whitney Ministry Reports 

November 22nd — Virtual Choir sings “Beautiful Savior” November 29th — William’s original “Anthem” debuts 
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Ministry Reports 

Like so many other things, our 2019-20 program was 
cut short with the halt to in-person gatherings in 
March. Prior to that, we had approximately 45 
students in preschool through sixth grade actively 
attending Sunday School. In addition to lessons and 
activities led by volunteers, students participated in 
music each Sunday led by Kathy Cline, Sarah 
Seigfried, and Anders Dovre.  Students learned and 
practiced music to share with the congregation at 
the end of January and February. Our Family Hour in 
February consisted of several families, over 25 
people, helping with sorting and storing clothes 
pantry donations.  
 
This fall, Family Stream was created with the hope 
of providing a time for families to gather together in 
front of their screens, listen to a Bible story, discuss 
the message of the story, sing a song, and pray 
together. While we miss our normal gathering time 
with all children together, we are hopeful that this 
opportunity to do Sunday School together has been 
a rewarding faith experience for families. Many of 
our Sunday School children and their families shared 
welcome messages and lesson messages through 
video recordings, which added a lot of personality to 
our Family Stream each week.  
 

Additionally, the Sunday School team planned 
tangible activities to help our young people feel 
connected to their church home: inflatable 
flamingos and chalking the walk for Rally Sunday, 
decorating pumpkins and thankful leaves this fall, 
and Christmas crafts along with a Giving Challenge 
for the holiday season. Children were also surprised 
with a treat during the month of their birthday. 
 
While this wasn’t the year we imagined, our Sunday 
School program continued its outreach because of 
many wonderful volunteers who teach, organize, 
and provide a helping hand. We want to extend a 
sincere thank you to everyone who helps our 
program reach the lives of the youngest members of 
our church. 

Submission by 

Jen Dovre, Jamie Albertson, Amy Holmes, Megan Greenwood 

Sunday School (K-6) 

September brought us “Chalk the Walk” 

May 17th — Sunday School Year in Review looks back August 9th — BLC reaches friends in Washington, IA 
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Ministry Reports 

Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members 

trained to provide one-to-one care to those 

experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, 

divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or 

relocation.  Stephen Ministers come from all walks 

of life, but we all share a passion for bringing 

Christ’s love and care to people during a time of 

need.  The Bethlehem Lutheran/Slater United 

Methodist/Sheldahl United Methodist Stephen 

Minister group continued working within our 

churches and communities in 2020.  We currently 

have 13 trained Stephen Ministers between the 

congregations with many of the group having been 

trained as Stephen Leaders. This year brought many 

challenges to the Stephen Ministry group, as it 

has to everybody else.  We have had to change the 

way we minister to our care receivers by 

incorporating socially distanced meetings, phone 

calls, zoom meetings, cards, etc. instead of our 

normal face-to-face meetings.  We have tried to 

reach out to members of our congregations in 

different ways to let them know they are thought of 

and cared for.  One way we have done this is by 

making door hangers with encouraging notes and 

seasonal decorations that we have delivered to 

congregational members.  This has been a blessing 

for the Stephen Ministers and has hopefully brought 

some smiles to people's faces and made them 

aware that they are important to us.  As the COVID-

19 pandemic continues on, many of us need a 

listening ear and a caring friend more than 

ever.  People in our congregation and community 

are struggling with a variety of challenges - social 

isolation, health concerns, financial strain, grief and 

more.  If you find yourself in need of someone to 

listen and care, please reach out.  We are here to 

help!   
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Cindi Zimmermann 

Stephen Ministry 

Bethlehem Stephen Ministers: 
Bonnie Dingman 
Ronna Hoppenworth 
Gary Ihle 
Kelvin Schoon 
John Sheldahl 
Craig Whitney 
Cindi Zimmermann 
 
Sheldahl & Slater Methodist Stephen Ministers: 
Sue Duvick 
Suzanne Higgins 
Margie McKinney 
Connie Peterson 
Steve Ransom 
Barb White 

November— Stephen Ministers assemble door hangers for 
friends in Slater / Sheldahl—just to share some love 

November 22nd — BLC’s “Night of the Notables” debuts 
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Ministry Reports 

As a community of women created in the image of 
God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves 
to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one 
another in our callings, engage in ministry and 
action, and promote healing and wholeness in the 
church, the society, and the world. 
 
As currently organized, there are two circles of 
women at Bethlehem.  The daytime circle meets the 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 2:00.  Bible Study is 
based on the ELCA magazine called “Gather”.   Two 
luncheons are given by the organization at the times 
of the Love Offering (February) and Thank offering 
(November) - all women of the church are invited.  
The evening circle meets the 3rd Monday of the 
month at 6:30pm either at the Nite Hawk or B-
Fabulous BBQ in Slater.   The location is announced 
monthly as well as the book the Bible Study will be 
based on.   
 
All women of the church are welcome to be 
members of Cluster #1 - a group of twelve area 
Churches that conduct spring and fall meetings - the 
first Saturdays of May and October.  There is a 
program (which varies greatly) and a luncheon.   The 
Cluster is the ground level Synodical part of WELCA. 
 
Our church has been active with the World Day of 
Prayer the first Friday of March each year  area 
churches, not all Lutheran (but EVANGELICAL!) have 

a morning program teaching the culture and needs 
of a designated country.   A luncheon follows and 
fellowship. 
 
We have an industrious group of quilters.  They 
meet the 1st and 3rd Monday mornings of each 
month to make quilts to be sent to Lutheran World 
Relief and to homeless in Des Moines.  Due to 
COVID, no quilts were distributed this year. 
 
If you see some part of these activities you would be 
interested in, please join in to help proclaim the 
good news of our Savior!  If you think of something 
else you think we should be doing, get 
involved!   There may be others that would like that 
expression of Love also.  Please contact the office 
for more information. 
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BLCW Steering Committee 

WELCA  (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 

BLCW Steering Committee: 
 
Norma Erickson 
Martha Sheldahl 
Joyce Tweedt 
Jess Denner 
Rose Arrasmith 
Patti Ihle-Hughes 

December 2st— Pastors Nat & Minna at “Blue Christmas” 

December 24th—Virtual Choir leads us in Silent Night 
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December 24th— Peter Mayer sings a special song for BLC December—Bethlehem’s lights shine in the darkness 
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