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Custodians Janice Berhow 

 Tammy Johnson 

 

Treasurer Erica Weeks-Burger 

Financial Secretary Mary White 

 

Organist William Polzin 

Council   

Brenda Neville, President 
Ben Johnson, Vice President 
Erica Weeks-Burger, Treasurer 
Stacey Cleverley 
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Shollie Falkenberg 
Gary Ihle 
Lori McCasland 
Paul Mills 
Bill White 
Rick Zimmermann 
Pastor Nat 
 

 

Council Members with Terms Expiring 12/31/22 

Gary Ihle 

Erica Weeks-Burger 

 

 

Council Members with Terms Expiring 12/31/23 

Rick Zimmermann 

 



 ii 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AGENDA 

February 13, 2022 

 Call to Order ..............................................................  Brenda Neville 

 Devotions .........................................................................  Pastor Nat 

 Approval of Minutes (2020 Annual Meeting) 

 Elections ....................................................................  Brenda Neville 

  Report of the Nominating Committee 

  Nominations from the Floor 

  Election 

 

 Reports 

  Presentation of the 2021 Budget .........  Erica Weeks-Burger 

  Council President Report ..............................  Brenda Neville 

  Pastor’s Report ....................................................  Pastor Nat 

  Synod Update ......................................  Bishop Amy Current 

 

 New Business 

 Adjournment & Benediction ............................  Bishop Amy Current 
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YE-2020 Meeting 

Submission by 

Stacey Cleverley 

Call to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Our meeting began with Barb Mallon welcoming 

everyone. We have several people in the sanctuary, on 

the phone and viewing our YouTube channel via 

livestream. Those on YouTube are able to vote and ask 

questions via the Chat feature. 

 

Devotions from Pastor Nat.  Litany provided by ELCA 

from the annual congregational meeting. 

 

Approval of 2020 Annual Minutes: 

Erica Weeks-Burger motioned to approve.  Bill White 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

2021 Ballot Nominations: 

3-year term-council (Exp 12/23) 

Rick Zimmermann 

Gary Ihle 

Erica Weeks-Burger 

 

New Council Members (Exp 12/23) 

Shollie Falkenberg 

Steph Emery 

Paul Mills  

 

Cemetery Committee  

Barb Mallon 

Dennis Mitchell  

Dave White 

 

Bill White motioned to approve the ballot by unanimous 

consent.  Erica Weeks-Burger seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Financial Summary:  

Ben Johnson reported they will continue to budget for a 

5% increase in giving, as in past years.  Small raises to the 

Pastor and church staff of 5%.  Erica Weeks-Burger has 

stream-lined the budget line items to make it easier to 

read. Special “thank you” to Mary White as she 

continues to help out throughout the year as our 

Financial Secretary.  

 

Overall, the Council is very happy with the continued 

giving support of the congregation during the pandemic 

time.  A big “thank you” to the Budget Committee (Erica 

Weeks-Burger, Ben Johnson, Brenda Neville, Mike 

Helland and Pastor Nat) as there is a lot of time that goes 

into creating a budget each year. 

 

Expected transfer of $20.000 from the Money Market 

account (Investment/Edward Jones) for maintenance on 

the organ. This is maintenance that needs to be done 

about every 20 years. The money is coming from the 

Dunlap family who specified “Church Home Expenses” as 

their wishes on how the money was to be used in the 

future.  

 

Question regarding PPE Loan from the congregation:  

Erica shared the $18,555 we received is fully forgivable 

but those funds could only be used for certain things like 

staff salaries, benefits, and church utilities.  She had to 

provide documentation to show how those funds were 

used.  

 

Annual Meeting Minutes 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

January 31, 2021 (YouTube) 
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YE-2020 Minutes 

Submission by 

Stacey Cleverley 

Bill White motioned to approve the 2021 budget. Andy 

Denner seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Council President Report (Brenda Neville): 

Thank you to the Council members who are leaving this 

year; Rita, Barb and Mike. Thank you for your hard 

work!   

 

Thank you to Shollie, Steph and Paul for stepping up and 

being willing to join Council.  Thanks also to current 

church council:  Brenda Neville, Ben Johnson, Erica 

Weeks-Burger, Bill White, Paul Mills, Gary Ihle, Rick 

Zimmermann, Shollie Falkenberg, Stephanie Emery, Lori 

McCasland and Stacey Cleverley. The council meets 

monthly, though we didn’t have a council retreat due to 

Covid.  Typically these retreats help us set goals and 

objectives for the coming year.  Nonetheless, leadership 

in our community is our mission and to show the love of 

Jesus.  

 

Goals Met: 

• 2nd Annual  Golf Outing at Ballard County Club.  We 

had a good number of golfers, and it was just good 

to see each other at this outdoor event.   

• Refresh &Renew 2.0:  both sets of the south steps 

are replaced, the retaining wall and new lighting are 

now completed.   

• Another successful VBS year! Thank you to all that 

helped by volunteering. 2021 will be the Methodist’s 

year to host at their place. 

 

New Goals: 

• 3rd Annual Golf Outing 

• Refresh & Renew 3.0 (Food Pantry) 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Report (Pastor Nat): 

This type of thing isn’t taught in seminary.  There is no 

playbook for what comes next.  Yet, I’m amazed by grace 

at the end of this year. Look at the provision we have 

received and continue to receive. 

• Refresh and Renew 2.0 (steps, landscaping, retaining 

wall, new lighting) 

• 2nd annual Golf Outing  

• Creativity and willingness to pivot in this pandemic 

time. In-person services ended 3/14/20 and by 

3/21/20 we had held our first Livestream. 

 

We sent out a Congregational Survey to see where 

people are at regarding the pandemic and gathering 

together again. Over all, people are holding steady, they 

want to gather but to be safe and to discern what’s best 

for the church. People have been very supportive and 

are participating in the Livestreams. This is provision in a 

wilderness place.  Please continue to participate in the 

chat feature on YouTube. This is life giving.  

 

I look forward to stepping into the pews on a Sunday 

morning to greet you all again. We are getting there. We 

will continue to keep the Livestream as an option to 

gather and celebrate our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Yay God!! 

 

New Business:  None. 

 

Safety is our priority.  If you need anything, please reach 

out.  

 

Adjournment: 

Bill White motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:50 

a.m.   Ben Johnson seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Benediction by Pastor Nat. 
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D eath and resurrection — after three days, Jesus is 

raised to new life.  Before Jesus, stories of death 

and resurrection appear in the Hebrew Bible (1 Kings 17, 

2 Kings 4, and 2 Kings 13).  In addition to Jesus, there’s 

Tabitha whom Peter raised from the dead (Acts 9) ― not 

to mention Jarius’ daughter (Mark 5), the widow’s son at 

Nain (Luke 7), Lazarus himself (John 11), and a fellow 

named “Eutychus,” who fell to his death while listening 

to a long sermon (Acts 20— note to self: stick to short 

sermons). 

Each of these accounts unfolds a little 

differently.  In some cases, a command is 

given (e.g. “get up”).  In other cases, an 

urgent prayer is said (e.g. “O Lord my 

God”).  And then elsewhere, the 

resurrection event takes its own sweet 

time.  Jesus’ empty tomb isn’t revealed 

until the 3rd day.  In Lazarus’ case, he was 

“4 days dead,” and he’d even begun to “stinketh” (KJV). 

I say all of this to say:  (1) resurrection stories aren’t so 

uncommon in scripture, and (2) few of them come in an 

instant. 

We know death is inevitable for all living things, and yet 

it arrives uninvited.  Collectively, we’ve met a small 

death (of sorts) in this pandemic.  With that said, we also 

began to see signs of life in 2021.  What do you make of 

that?   

In 2021, we started gathering again (on Mother’s Day no 

less—a good day to think about delivery, and new life).  

We launched the “adopt a stone” project at Bethlehem 

Cemetery in 2021 (which was widely-supported, and 

plans for a 2022 encore are already taking shape).  We 

continued to dream about a new food pantry, and that 

conversation will carry over into 2022.  We made 

additional investments in technology—and our 

livestream events have now logged more than 29,000 

views since BLC began streaming (that’s over 5,500 hours 

of BLC content streamed since 3/15/20).  Perhaps most 

surprisingly, BLC met it’s annual budget number in 2021.  

That kind of thing rarely happens in a normal year; what 

do you make of a milestone like that at a time like this?   

This past year was a year of  coming back—not to life as 

we remember, but to new life nonetheless. It was a year 

of continued provision, and even more than that, 

abundance (all things considered).  In some sense, old 

Lazarus still needs a shower and a change of clothes… 

but he’s begun to breath again.  Now the resurrection 

story continues.  “ Lazarus, come out,” 

Jesus says next. “Unbind him, and let him 

go,” the story concludes. 

 

The Work of Unbinding 

Notice that Lazarus is raised by Jesus’ 

command, but it takes a community to 

unbind him.  If no one responds to Jesus’ 

closing words, Lazarus remains a dead man bound up in 

a sheet.  What kind of  new life is that?   

2021 offered us all some hope.  The work of unbinding 

continues now, and it’ll take some time, but... just notice 

the names that are printed throughout this report — 

that’s a community engaged (presently) in a resurrection 

story. 

To our outgoing council members, thank you.  Few know 

how much you’ve navigated or how faithfully you’ve 

served.  “Thank you” as well to those who’ve already 

said “yes” to serving in 2022—even as so much remains 

a mystery.  I am especially thankful for our education 

team and for their persistence in another year that could 

have easily been written off as “too much.”  I am 

thankful for the countless people (staff and volunteers 

alike) who continue to share their time and energy when 

it would be easier to do less right now.  I mourn the 

familiar faces that we haven’t seen in a while — as I 

celebrate God’s provision in everything else.  Such is the 

case with resurrection stories —they hold both loss and 

new life, as faith looks to Christ. 

Pastor’s Report 
Submission by 

Pastor Nat 
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Parish Report 

Members Received in 2021 

 Adults Baptized 0 

 Children Baptized 7 

 Received by Affirmation of Faith 17 

 Received by Baptism 7 

 Received by Confirmation 1 

 Received by Transfer 2 

 

Members Removed in 2021 

 by Death 6 

 by Transfer 0 

 

Confirmed Membership  431*  

*this number will change as a) new members are 

received, b) existing members are removed, and/or c) 

lapsed records are identified and updated. 

Baptisms (7) 

Berkley Birdsall 

Brink Burger 

Freya Hasty 

Clay Houser 

Drew Kahler 

Kendall Kuhrt 

Kael Kuhrt  

 

New Members (20) 

Lisa Wason & Alex Hoover 

Robert & Lona Boyarsky 

Matt, Stacey & Andrew Curran 

Paige Birdsall 

David & Susan Pratt 

Terry, Amanda, Clay & Henry 

Houser 

Canna, Riley, and Gage Jones 

Marcia & Howard Taylor 

Marcia Millang 

Confirmations (8) 

Brandon Coomes 

Wyatt Emery 

Drew Kahler 

Tony Horness 

Miles Ramfjord 

Kate Seigfried 

Zachary Smith 

Hunter Steward 

 

Marriages (1) 

Kenzie and Jonathan Luster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funerals (11) 

Mark Eimers 

Duane Thompson 

Shelli Metz 

George Granseth 

John Walker 

Charlene Michael 

Vickey Trainer 

James Holsinger 

Nikki Jo Reed Kalwei 

Lucy Cline 

Dottie Cline 

Submission by 

Stacey Cleverley 

Official Acts of Bethlehem Lutheran Church as Recorded in the Congregational Record (2021) 
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President’s Report 

O ver the course of the last two years, I have found 

myself gravitating to scriptures that offered hope 

and optimism. The uncertainty that accompanies a global 

pandemic seemed to creep into every element of daily 

life. It was hard to always be strong, calm, and optimistic. 

I remember the comfort I drew from 2 Corinthians 1:10, 

and the power of such a simple verse: “He will deliver 

us; our hope is in Him.”   It was enough to quiet fears 

and doubts. 

We’ve all navigated a very real and 

challenging wilderness over the last 

couple of years, and for those of us on 

the church council, we really wanted 

to ensure that we offered the 

leadership and guidance that was 

expected of us. I think about the many 

discussions that we held at the 

monthly church council meetings that 

none of us ever imagined we would be 

having. Those discussions were never 

taken lightly either. They were 

emotional, thoughtful, heartfelt, and 

yes, they were challenging. We had to set our personal 

opinions aside and focus on the larger body of BLC. What 

was the best course of action for the congregation? 

Balancing the need to keep health and safety in forefront 

while also serving the congregation could be tricky at 

times. We knew that despite our best efforts to answer 

the needs of everyone, there will always be some that 

are dissatisfied with our decisions. That always weighed 

heavy on us, but we were all committed to doing the 

best we could to serve Bethlehem and work together to 

come up with solutions. We leaned on each other, we 

leaned on God, and we leaned on the power of prayer 

that so many of you offered up regularly.  “He will 

deliver us; our hope is in Him.” 

As a council, we were forced to address issues and make 

decisions that had never been made before. Together we 

weathered the storm both figuratively and literally 

(2020’s Derecho). We relied on our creativity, 

innovation, continued faith, and desire to serve our 

fellow brothers and sisters at BLC to move forward in this 

time of darkness. We had to do things differently and yes 

there were times quite honestly, we were flying blind, 

but we persevered. Fortunately, we saw some important 

signs along the way that indicated that we were moving 

in the right direction. Livestream numbers steadily 

improved, financial support remained strong, 

volunteerism was robust, feedback 

was positive and then we saw a 

record number of new members 

coming to Bethlehem. The beautiful 

glimmers of hope and recovery were 

ever present. And the unwavering 

support shown by the congregation 

provided more peace and strength to 

the council than you will ever know. 

“He will deliver us; our hope is in 

Him.“ 

As we turned the calendar to 2021, 

there was a renewed sense of 

optimism that getting back to “normal” was within reach.  

We proceeded cautiously and branched out with 

discipline and discernment. We had to exercise patience 

especially when new hurdles and regular setbacks were 

part of our reality. Just like you, we yearned for things to 

fall back to what they were prior to the pandemic but we 

have slowly come to accept that may not happen or at 

least not at the speed that we may want it to happen. In 

2021, the council set its sights on moving forward on 

several important goals—all tied to supporting our 

mission of outreach and service. The results have been 

encouraging and rewarding. These past months have 

ushered in a return to worship service resembling pre-

covid, Sunday school activities and the return of the 

Sunday School Christmas program, continued work on a 

new food pantry, a successful cemetery rejuvenation 

program, a record-breaking thank offering event, strong 

He will  

deliver us;  

our hope  

is in Him   

2 Corinthians 1:10 

Submission by 

Brenda Neville 
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President’s Report 

support within our volunteer network, many new and 

active members, strong growth in giving, and continued 

support and enthusiasm for our livestream activities.  

Every Sunday through our livestream broadcast, we are 

not only reaching the people of Bethlehem but touching 

lives throughout the country. If that isn’t a definition of 

outreach, I am not sure what is? Given where we started 

with the livestream back in March of 2020, and where 

we are today, is worthy of thanks and praise in and of 

itself. It has sustained us all through a very difficult and 

challenging time. “He will deliver us; our hope is in 

Him.”   

We look to the future with continued optimism, hope, 

and enthusiasm. We are in a very good place, and we will 

continue to build on this important and vital progress. 

We have the momentum, we have the support of this 

very special and loving congregation, we have a 

committed and dedicated leader in Pastor Nat, we have a 

team of volunteer leaders that are stepping up to serve 

on the council, and we have the hand of the Lord always 

resting on our shoulders and promising us that “HE WILL 

DELIVER US; OUR HOPE IS IN HIM.”  

Submission by 

Brenda Neville 

2021 Church Council 

Brenda Neville, President 
Ben Johnson, Vice President 

Erica Weeks-Burger, Treasurer 
Stacey Cleverley 

Steph Emery 
Shollie Falkenberg 

Gary Ihle 
Lori McCasland 

Paul Mills 
Bill White 

Rick Zimmermann 
Pastor Nat 
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Financial Reports 

T he generosity of BLC members (and non-members) 

helps fund BLC’s operating expenses throughout 

the year.  Occasionally, restricted funds are employed as 

“transfers in” (as needs arise that specifically relate to 

designated funds).  In a pandemic year, we met our 

budgeted goals.  This is a rare achievement, and we 

rightfully celebrate a year of generosity & provision.  Our 

2022 budget anticipates a deficit — the product of 

inflationary trends, largely.  This projected outcome may 

yet be addressed through a variety of initiatives (e.g. by 

making giving easier or through growing other “open to 

all” activities such as BLC’s annual golf outing).   

Submission by 

2021 Church Council 

2021 Year End & 2022 Budgeted 

Schedule 1 of 2:  Proposed Receipts 



 10 

 

Financial Reports 
Submission by 

2021 Church Council 

2022 Church Budget (cont.) 

Schedule 2 of 2:  Proposed Expenses 
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Financial Reports 

M emorial gifts are given throughout the year as a 

way of remembering those we’ve lost.  These 

gifts are sometimes designated for a particular 

purpose; in other cases, they are undesignated. 

 

Memorial gifts were received this year in loving 

memory of: Don Accola, Dottie Cline, Lucy Cline, Nikki 

Kalwei, Shelli Metz, Charlene Michael, and John 

Walker. 

 2021 Designated Memorial Gifts 

•  Kitchen renovation in memory of Dottie and 

Lucy Cline                                                          

•  Sunday School in memory of Charlene Michael 

•  Basement remodeling 

•  Cemetery project 

•  Food Pantry 

 

Thank Offering Funds 

T hank Offering Sunday is a fall harvest tradition that 

celebrates God’s provision at a time of relative 

abundance.  Thank Offering proceeds often help close 

budget gaps and fund new ministry projects.  Gone are 

the days of donating beans and corn, though Thank 

Offering Sunday remains a deeply-personal (and at the 

same time, visible) statement of faith.   

 

  2021 Thank Offering 

• Undesignated Gifts Received 
 $13,270.00 

• Designated Gifts Received  

 $250.00 

Note: designated beneficiaries included the Slater/Sheldahl Food 

Pantry, Sunday School, basement kitchen remodel, and the 

Cemetery Fund.  

Submission by 

Mary White 

Memorials & Gifts 
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Financial Reports 

T he Bethlehem Endowment Committee was 
formed in 2005.  The committee met several 

times with the ELCA and adopted resolutions that were 
approved by the Council and the fund began its 
mission.  The mission of the Endowment Fund is to 
accept and manage gifts from church members 

directed toward the mission of the church.  The 
committee annually distributes 4% of its funds.  The 
funds are distributed across four categories:  
Congregation, Community, Synod/State, and Global.  
This year’s disbursements were as follows: 

Submission by 

Mike Helland 

Endowment Funds 

Endowment Committee 

Mike Helland, Mike Fairchild, & Bill White 

Amount to distribute:  $3,517.00 

 

 

 

 Applicant  Amount  Congregation Community Synod/State Global 

   Requested 25-45%  10-35%  10-35%  10-35% 

     760-1369  304-1065  304-1065  304-1065  

 

 Slater Legion     $200.00 

 BLC Youth   $300.00 

 Lutheran Disaster Relief  

 Climb for Haiti         $1000.00 

 Slater Library     $200.00 

 Sunday School   $200.00 

 Riverside        $350.00 

 Food Pantry   $792.00  $475.00 

    

   Total  $1,292.00 $875.00  $350.00  $1000.00 
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Financial Reports 

 

Submission by 

Juli Helland 

Investment Funds 

B ethlehem’s Investment Committee manages a 

portfolio of holdings that include undesignated gifts 

and other assets not associated with normal Sunday 

offering activity.  It’s the committee’s responsibility to 

balance the competing priorities of both ‘return on 

investment’ and ‘liquidity.’  Much of this portfolio of 

comprised of memorial gifts that were originally given to 

fund the ministry of BLC.  It’s the Committee’s 

responsibility to safekeep these funds at the highest 

possible return until such time as they are employed 

elsewhere (e.g. a future kitchen project). 

Investment Committee 

Juli Helland, Trent Seigfried, Doug Houser,  & Jon Johnson 
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Ministry Reports 

O ur 2021-22 program kicked off Sunday, September 

12th with a fun-filled “Open House” that included 

mini-golf, sidewalk chalk, and food truck waffles.  

Our Sunday school program welcomed a return to some 

normalcy this year following a very unusual year. With 36 

children, preschool to grade 6, actively attending, we 

resumed the lectionary-based approach that features 

activities, snacks, and a weekly lesson in addition to 

music. Our kindergarten through grade 6 program 

rotates volunteers each Sunday, allowing opportunities 

for students to interact with more adults in our 

congregation. The format has students grouped in mixed

-grades, providing increased interaction between our 

young people and leadership opportunities for our oldest 

students.  

Ann Krause and Molly Sheldahl lead the 3 and 4-year-old 

classroom and they appreciate parent volunteers who 

have stepped in to be helpers as well.  

Students participate in music each Sunday led by Kathy 

Cline and Anders Dovre. Students learn and practice 

music to share with the congregation one Sunday each 

month.  

Students performed their Christmas program on 

December 12th during our worship service. Through 

song and narration, our children provided a reminder of 

the real reason for Christmas and reflected on ways to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. Extra volunteers stepped in 

to help plan this program, which was wonderful. A 

special thank you to Jennifer Bramble who shared her 

musical gifts, alongside Kathy Cline, to help prepare 

students for the program music. We were proud of the 

students for learning speaking parts in addition to songs 

despite having only a few short practices.  

Our Sunday School program is a success because of many 

wonderful volunteers who teach, organize, and provide a 

helping hand. We want to extend a sincere thank you to 

everyone who helps our program reach the lives of the 

youngest members of our church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

VBS Week 

The “Knights of the North Castle” came to Slater in 2021.  

Thank you Stacey Curran, Jess Denner, Steph Emery, Ayla 

Ott, Sarah Seigfried, and Paul & Ann Mills! Approximately 

50 kids participated in this event throughout the week.  

VBS week continues to be a joint ministry of  

BLC and S/S UMC — with BLC scheduled to host in 2022. 

Submission by 

Jen Dovre 

Sunday School (K-6) 

Bible presentation for the kindergarten,  

first and third graders. 

BLC Education Team 

Jamie Albertson 
Jen Dovre 

Amy Holmes 
Ann Krause 
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Ministry Reports 

T his year was a good year for the Slater/Sheldahl 

Food Pantry. In 2021 we provided food to 357 

families and 849 individuals.  We are continuing to ask 

everyone who enters the pantry to wear a mask.   

Donations to the pantry, both in food and money, have 

been unbelievable since the pandemic began and we are 

extremely grateful.  Gift cards from Fareway were 

donated making it possible for us to give each client a 

$25.00 gift card for Thanksgiving.  With the help of the 

Bethlehem Church Council we gave out 17 Christmas 

baskets and church members provided 18 families with 

Angel Tree gifts.      

During 2021, the Clothes Pantry was cleaned out 

allowing us to utilize that space for storage.   We 

purchased a new refrigerator/freezer providing 

additional room for the sandwiches we pick up weekly 

from Kim & Go and for the refrigerated items the Food 

Bank is negotiating for us to pick up from Fareway in Polk 

City.  These additions allow us to provide our clients with 

additional choices.    

The last two years have been difficult years, but you 

continue to help and support this outreach effort.  We 

could not have gotten through this unique time without 

you.  Thank you so much for your volunteer time, food, 

money, and Angel Tree donations.  Your support is what 

allows us to continue the feed and help those less 

fortunate and struggling in our community.    

 

 

 

Note:  Pantry open hours are Tuesday mornings from 

10:00 a.m.– 11:00 a.m. and Wednesday evenings from 

7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Clients may come to the pantry 

twice a month.  When visiting the pantry clients receive 

approximately enough food to feed them for 3 to 4 days 

and according to the number of people in their 

household.  Free pet food is also available to food pantry 

clients, courtesy of the Ames Pet Food Bank. 

Submission by 

Judy & Craig Whitney 

Slater/Sheldahl Food Pantry 

The Angel Tree was back for 2021,  

and  due to your generosity,  

18 families received Angel Tree gifts. 

Community Food Pantry Volunteers 

Bill & Julie Britton, Martha Sheldahl,  
Howard Taylor, Cindi Zimmerman, Cindy Johnson, 

Rita & Scott Thorson, Ann Krause,  
Susan Ramjford, Bill & Mary White, Julie Krause, 

Kim Reed, Colin & Ladonna Chriswell,  
Sarah Ingham, Ann White, Susie Schaudt,  

Diane Fulk, Rose Arrasmith, Paul Mills,  
Myrna Harmon, and Craig & Judy Whitney 



 16 

 

T he Committee began several projects in 2021 and 

will continue working on them in 2022.  

 

• The cemetery stones are being cleaned, reset 

and restored.  

• The map of the cemetery is being updated to 

ensure correct lot locations and burial 

identifications.  

• Rules and regulations about the use of the 

cemetery are being revised.  

 

Stone Cleaning 

In the spring of 2021, a stone restoration company, 

Cemetery Restoration Services, LLC, was contacted for 

advice on repairs needed for a number of stones in the 

church’s cemetery. Of the 750+ graves in the cemetery, 

113 stones were identified as needing attention, and that 

all stones needed some level of cleaning, something that 

had never been done. The need to reset stones was 

often caused by the ground squirrels tunneling under 

stones causing them to sink and tip. We plan to prevent 

that next spring.  

 

 1. First 25 stones: Completed September 1, 2021 at a 

cost of $3310.00 Funds were designated by the 

Church Council for this work.  

 

 2. Second 25 stones: Completed October 27, 2021 at 

a cost of $4790.00. Of these, several were in family 

groups of two or three, and a single base to 

incorporate them resulted in a higher cost but a 

more permanent solution. Funds totaling 

$4,920.00 were donated by present and past 

members of the congregation.  

 

• 25 families have donated to this project, and one 

couple has donated twice.  

• 5 families designated their donations toward a family 

stone.  

• 20 families were provided a stone to “adopt” and 

were given the history and genealogy of that person. 

• Cleaning by volunteers has been completed on about 

1/3 of the stones. Cleaning chemicals have been paid 

for by a donor. More will be needed this summer.  

Volunteers helped the restoration company 

whenever possible.  

 

3. Next 25 stones: About half of the identified stones 

have been cared for. In order to continue the 

project, funding will have to be secured through 

donations, possibly grant money, memorials, or 

other sources.  

 

Mapping our Cemetery  

This is a difficult undertaking due to the age and the 

numbering system used over the years. Now, pins have 

been located to determine boundaries and available lots. 

Because this is an old cemetery dating back to the 

1890’s, pioneers sometimes buried their babies without 

markers and often without family to contact as they 

moved on. Stones become worn over time with names 

and dates lost. Spelling is often guesswork even with on-

line genealogy sources. More permanent markers are 

needed for the weathered stones for visitors to read 

them. When all plots are identified, names will be 

entered on a wall map in the church’s meeting room 

with a binder of the historical research. A digital map as 

well as a directory at the cemetery are being discussed. 

Technology offers many opportunities.  

 

Cemetery Policies 

Updated cemetery policies were published for 2021. 

Important updates involve the type and length of time 

decorations can be displayed as they impact mowing and 

upkeep.  

 

Cemetery Committee:   Denny Mitchell, 

Joan Schoon, Dave White, Barbara Mallon  
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T he Bethlehem Lutheran, Slater Methodist, and Shel-

dahl Methodist congregations have been home to 

Stephen Ministry since 2017. Stephen Ministers provide 

one-to-one, Christ-centered care to people in the con-

gregation and the community experiencing life difficul-

ties. Stephen Ministers are congregation members 

trained to offer care to people who are hurting. A Ste-

phen Minister typically has one care receiver at a time 

and meets with that person once a week for about an 

hour.  

 

Covid changed the way we ministered to our care receiv-

ers in 2020 when we moved to phone calls and distance 

visiting. 2021 brought many of us back together in per-

son as vaccines became available. We have been able to 

meet with our care receivers and with our fellow Ste-

phen Ministers in person (with precautions) once again, 

which has been so fulfilling and gratifying. God is good!  

We currently have 10 active Stephen Ministers between 

our congregations. Covid is still a concern and many are 

still struggling. If you, or someone you know, need some-

one to listen and to care, we are here for you. Please 

reach out. If you feel called to become a Stephen Minis-

ter, we would love to have you.  

 

Stephen Ministry multiplies blessings throughout the 

church and community and allows  

congregations to carry out Christ’s commandment to 

“Love one another as I have loved you”  

(John 15:12 RSV) in a powerful and practical way.  

Submission by 

Cindi Zimmermann 

Stephen Ministry 

Bethlehem Stephen Ministers: 
Bonnie Dingman 
Ronna Hoppenworth 
Gary Ihle 
Kelvin Schoon 
John Sheldahl 
Craig Whitney 
Cindi Zimmermann 
 
Sheldahl & Slater Methodist Stephen Ministers: 
Margie McKinney 
Connie Peterson 
Barb White 
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A s a community of women created in the image of 

God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to 

grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our 

callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote 

healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the 

world.  That is quite a purpose!  All good things can fit in 

that statement. There is a place for you in Women of the 

ELCA. 

 

The pandemic continues to make our meeting times a bit 

irregular with no coffee fellowships.  As currently 

organized, there are two circles of women at Bethlehem.  

The daytime circle meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month 

at 2:00, with Myrna Harmon as our faithful lesson leader 

and Rose Arrasmith as our Treasurer.  Bible Study is 

based on the ELCA magazine called “Gather”. Two 

luncheons are given by the organization at the times of 

the Love Offering (February) and Thank offering 

(November) - all women of the church are invited.  The 

evening circle meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 

6:30 p.m. either at the Nite Hawk or B-Fabulous BBQ in 

Slater.   The location is announced monthly as well as the 

book the Bible Study will be based on.   

 

All women of the church are welcome to be members of 

Cluster #1.  This is a group of twelve area churches that 

conduct spring and fall meetings on the first Saturdays of 

May and October.  There is a program (which varies 

greatly) and a luncheon.   The Cluster is the ground-level 

synodical part of WELCA.  Due to covid, the Cluster did 

not meet in 2021. 

 

Our church continues to actively support the World Day 

of Prayer the first Friday of March each year.  Area 

churches gather for a morning program that includes an 

overview a particular country.  We learn about the 

culture and needs of that country as we hold them in 

prayer.  A luncheon follows with time for fellowship. 

We have an industrious group of quilters.  They resumed 

meeting this fall on the 1st and 3rd Monday mornings of 

each month to make quilts to be sent to Lutheran World 

Relief and to the homeless in Des Moines.  We were able 

to send 41 quilts to Lutheran World Relief this year. 

 

If there’s a WELCA activity that interests you, please join 

us.  We continue to proclaim the good news of our 

Savior, both in our gatherings and service!  If you think of 

something else you think we should be doing, get 

involved!   There may be others that would welcome that 

expression of Love also.  Please contact the office for 

more information.  We are prayerfully hoping for a more 

normal year in 2022.  

  

BLCW Steering Committee: 

Barbara Lund 
Norma Erickson 
Martha Sheldahl 

Joyce Tweedt 
Jess Denner 

Rose Arrasmith, Treasurer 
Patti Ihle-Hughes 
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The Office of the Bishop equips 

and supports leaders and 

congregations to be witnesses 

to the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. 
 

T he Office of the Bishop exists to oversee the 

proclamation of the gospel and to serve with and 

among the many ministry partners of this synod. On 

behalf of the Office of the Bishop, the synod staff is 

focused on accompaniment with congregations and 

leaders. 

 

The Office of the Bishop: 

• Seeks to be present with and among the 

congregations and leaders of this synod, 

• Works intentionally with congregations during times 

of transition and crisis, 

• Convenes people for mutual support, fostering 

health and wholeness, 

• Facilitates congregational renewal, 

• Builds connections between local congregations, 

other ministry partners and the wider church. 

 

About the Bishop 

Rev. Amy Current is a pastor in 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA) and has served 

the Southeastern Iowa Synod in 

the office of bishop since 2020. 

She is a graduate of Concordia College, Moorhead, MN 

(B.A.) and Wartburg Theological Seminary (M.Div.). 

Prior to her role as bishop, Current served as vice 

president for admissions and student services at 

Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. She 

also served in various leadership roles at Wartburg 

Seminary including director for financial aid and 

stewardship formation, director for public 

communications, and interim director of the Center for 

Youth Ministries. Born and raised in North Dakota, Amy 

was honored to serve as pastor of Maple Sheyenne 

Lutheran Church in Harwood, N.D., as pastor of Golden 

Ridge Lutheran Church, Fargo, N.D., and Congregational 

Lutheran United Church, Gardner, N.D. 

Bishop Current serves on the boards of Grand View 

University, Lutheran Services in Iowa, Wartburg College, 

and Unity Point Health – Des Moines. 

Bishop Current is married to Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere, who 

serves as professor of biblical interpretation at Wartburg 

Theological Seminary. They have two children, Isaac and 

Shonagh Current Giere. The family has two miniature 

Australian shepherds, Archie and Otis. 

Bishop Current enjoys reading novels, kayaking, 

snowshoeing, walking, sharing meals, lingering in 

conversation, watching tv, and exploring through travel. 

From left:  Val Harlynn, Bishop Current, Deacon Jodi Schuman, Rev. 

Dan Kuckuck, Rev. Erika Uthe, Amy Van Dyke, Amber Jackson-Elwer 
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