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My presentation is on “race” and I will give you an overview of the contemporary issue and this 

presentation is geared toward the black race although we saw last week this subject is not 

limited.  

 

Within these last few years, we have experienced a rise in racial prejudices being exposed most 

notably in 2020 with the death of George Floyd’s by white policeman, Breonna Taylor killed in a 

no-knock raid and Ahmaud Arbery who was killed in a modern-day lynching.  However, this has 

been an ongoing battle for years.  The Black Lives Matter movement which started in 2013 

catalyzed the fight against racism but there was no indication things would change. Jamar Tisby 

says, “that signs of changes are being made such as Nascar banning the confederate flag, the 

dixie chicks are now the chicks, corporations like NIKE and uber gave their employees a paid 

day off to commemorate Juneteenth. Even in Mississippi the flag with confederate emblem came 

down after a quarter of a century.” Racism resilient but signs of progress are appearing but will 

they last? Change has come through a small amount of people. What do we do? Do we recognize 

the problem and will we be part of the solution moving towards racial justice?   

 

We looked at this quote and I can see that it is true from the day it was written. 
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Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. If the injustice can affect one people group 

who is to say it won’t affect another. 

 

We experience this among many cultures but here in America the black race has been the target 

for many years and we see effects of this in the news often.  
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We have looked at Augustine this semester and Augustine’s notion that “Love is a crucial.” 

Augustine’s basic text is from Matthew 22: 37, 39, “to love God and neighbor.”  
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These past few weeks we have looked at moral agency and our responsibility as Christ followers. 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’[c] 
38 

This is the first and greatest commandment.
39 

And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ We have a moral responsibility. 
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Here we see a chart here show how race incidents have increased over a one year period with a 

rise especially with the black race.   

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2022&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23910c
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This quote from Fannie Lou Hamer who was a civil rights activist really captures the heart of the 

matter: 
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Let us watch a brief clip as Esau Mc Caulley shows the importance of looking at these issues and 

the system behind it.  

 

Watch Video and then say, “So how are we part of the solution?” 
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Esau Mc Caulley in his article “Why Christians must fight systemic Racism”  

 

 Racism— personal and societal — still affects the lives of people of color in the United 

States.  

 Part of the Christian witness involves addressing this among a host of other maladies. 

 Mc Caulley says, “he remains puzzled as to why discussions of racism and injustice stir 

up so much venom from fellow believers. They do not simply disagree. They are angry.  
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McCaulley says, “In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah in his first agenda-

setting sermon. He said that he had come to “set the oppressed free.” In Isaiah’s time and ours 

the oppressed are “the shattered ones,” those who have been broken apart by a life filled with 

exploitation. They are those who have not been given a fair shake, the victims of bribes, land 

grabs and economic disenfranchisement. Oppression is both spiritual and material.  
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Christianity teaches that humans, left to our own devices, often pursue their own distorted 

interests. We call this tendency sin. When you add in political and economic power to get what 



you want at the expense of others, you have the recipe for systemic injustice. Systemic racism is 

just one form (out of many) that people use to get what they want at the expense of others. 

People can rob you at gunpoint and governments can rob you through eminent domain. Both are 

wrong. 
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Christians should be open to the possibility that they may have hidden racial biases of which they 

are not aware.  
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Many fear that Christians who speak out against racism want to tear down America. That is not 

true; we are the fools who believe that America might better embody its ideals for all people. We 

are the people of hope…... Let’s instead write a different script and possibly a more just future 

for everyone. 
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McCaulley wrote this book so that African-American Biblical interpretation can be an exercise 

in hope.  
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Overview of key topics 

 

 Policing 

 Political Witness of the Church 

 Pursuit of Justice 

 Black and Proud 
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Reading while black: “Freedom is no fear” 

The new testament and a theology of policing 

 Esau shares a frightening exchange with the police at a gas station on the way to a party. 

The New Testament provides the beginning of a Christian theology of policing in two 

places: 

Romans 13: 1-7 foundational passage for constructing a new testament theology 

of policing. This passage asserts the sovereignty of God over the state. Paul says that the 

state police in duties should never be a terror to those who are innocent. He uses an 

example of the ministry of John the Baptist as it's recorded in Luke's Gospel. There we 

see John the Baptist calling on the soldiers\Law enforcement officers to do their job with 

integrity 
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Romans 13: 3-4 goes on to say……also on page 34  

 

For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the 

authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive it's approval; for it is God's servant for 

your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the authority does not bear the 

sword in vain! 
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First, in Romans 13:3-4, it is the states attitude, not the soldier\officer as a vocation that stands at 

the center of Paul’s concerns. Therefore if there is to be reform and must be structural and not 

merely individualistic. This is the grounds in a democracy for structural advocacy on behalf of 

the powerless.  

 

Second, Paul says that the government should not be a source of fear for the innocent. This 

problem of innocent fearfulness continues to plague and counters between black persons as law 

enforcement. Again Paul’s words provide guidance on the shape reform that must take place 
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A Christian theology of policing, then, must grow out of a Christian theology of persons. This 

Christian theology of policing must remember that the state is only a steward or caretaker of 

persons. It did not create them and it does not own or define them. God is our creator, and he will 

have a word for those who attempt to mar the image of God in any person. We are being the 

Christians God called us to be when we remind the state of the limits of its power. Page 40 
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January 16 & April 12, 1963 A statement was made by 8 clergy  

 

2 Methodist Bishops 

2 Episcopalian Bishops 

1 Roman Catholic Bishop 

1 Rabbi 

1 Presbyterian 

1 Baptist 

 

This sounds like a joke but it was no joke.  

 

The first statement January 16 proclaimed: “An appeal for law and order and common sense” It 

called for an end to violence surrounding civil rights protest in Alabama and implored those on 

both sides of the divide regarding the civil rights of African-Americans to trust the court system. 

Although it said that “Every human being is created in the image of God and is entitled to respect 

as a fellow human being with all basic rights, privileges, and responsibilities which belong to 

humanity, "It made no strong stand against segregation. It was the epitome of moderation. The 

second letter written three months later contained a not so veiled criticism of Martin Luther King 

Jr and the Southern Christian leadership council  



 

Martin Luther King Jr. responded with the letter we read last week  the "letter from the 

Birmingham Jail ". 
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century BC left their villages and carried their ‘thus saith the Lord’ far beyond the boundaries of 

their home towns, and just as the apostle Paul left his village at tarsus and carried the gospel of 

Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco Roman world, so am I compelled to carry the gospel 

of freedom beyond my own hometown. Like Paul, I must constantly respond to the Macedonian 

call for aid.” 

 

Many black Christians have never had the luxury of separating Faith from political action. 
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Frederick Douglass famous question is not about the United States of America but a question 

about American Christianity "What to a slave is the Fourth of July? " 

 

What, to the American slave, is your Fourth of July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more 

than any other days in the year, the gross and injustice and cruelty to which he is a constant 

victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, and unholy license; your 

national greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your 

denunciation of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow 

mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious 

parade and solemnity, are, to Him, near bombast, fraud, deception, impiety and hypocrisy-A thin 

veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. 

 

 Douglas called upon American Christians to live out their faith by establishing a truly equal and 

free society. 

 

Macaulay quotes several New Testament scripture's relevant to the topic. John's looking at the 

moral life of Rome and says that she is doomed for destruction.  
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Beatitudes  

 

Matthew 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be filled.  

 

Matthew 5:9 blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the sons of God. “ 

 

Macaulay is calling the church to be a public witness as Jesus asks us to see the 

brokenness in society and to articulate an alternative vision for how we might live. 

 

The beatitudes discussed above articulate the desire for justice and peace.  



Peacemaking, then, cannot be separated from truth telling. The church must call injustice by its 

name. Through the efforts of the church to bring peace we show the world what kind of king and 

kingdom we represent. 
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Christians duty: 

1. To pray for all people, especially rulers as we see in 1 Timothy 2: 1-7  

2. Call to submit as we see in Romans 13: 1-7 
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Then he uses Zachariah an Elizabeth to maintain the African Americans today might want to 

take the testimony of their forefathers and foremothers seriously. The second movement 

examines the testimonies of Mary and her son, which directly address the hopes of black 

questions for justice. 

 

Gospel of Luke: 

Zachariah & Elizabeth 

Mary and her Son 
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Isaiah 61:1 Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me 

to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners. 

 

Isaiah 58: 3, 5-6 (for full scripture) Why do we fast… is not this the fast that I choose: to lose the 

bonds of injustice, to undo that thongs of the yolk, to let the oppressed go free and to break every 

yolk 

 

What do these two texts as a central pillars of Jesus ministry mean for black Christians? First, 

Jesus preaches the gospel to the poor, the brokenhearted are healed, and those in bondage are set 

free. This shows that those whom society has declared secondary receive the place of priority in 

the kingdom. In a society where Black lives have historically been undervalued, we can know 

that we have an advocate in the person of Christ. 

This theme of gods value of the undervalued, highlighted by Jesus, runs right through the New 

Testament. It is important to point out that the "gospel "preached here and elsewhere does 

more than affirm the value of the poor. Jesus sees them as moral agents capable of repentance. 
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Egypt 

Nubia (now Sudan)  

 Christianity came without colonization 

Ethopia  



 (4
th

 century) 
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Genesis 12: 1-3: The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 

father’s household to the land I will show you.
2 

“I will make you into a great nation, 

    and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

    and you will be a blessing.
[a]

 
3 

I will bless those who bless you, 

    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

    will be blessed through you.” 
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Genesis 15: 17-18 

 
17 

When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared 

and passed between the pieces. 
18 

On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, 

“To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi[e] of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates 
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Genesis 17:5 No longer will you be called Abram
[b]

; your name will be Abraham,
[c]

 for I have 

made you a father of many nations 

 

The blessing to Abraham is relevant to black identity because it shows that God’s vision for his 

people was never limited to one ethnic group, culture, or nation. His plan was to bless the world 

through Abrahams descendants. Therefore from the beginning God's vision included black and 

brown people. God promised to make Abraham the father of many "nations ", which includes the 

very ethnic groups of the world 
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In the much neglected story of Jacob, Ephraim and Manasseh we see the importance of Africans 

in fulfilling the Abrahamic promises. Black Christians will be familiar with the story of Joseph, 

who is enslaved and sold by his brothers to Egypt. Eventually Joseph rose to power, ending up 

second only to pharaoh. Pharaoh also gave Joseph a new Egyptian wife, ASENATH, by whom 

he had two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. Jacob sees the brown flash an African origin of these 

boys as the beginning of gods fulfillment of his promise to make Jacob a community of different 

nations and ethnicities. These two boys become two of the 12 tribes of Israel. Egypt in Africa are 

not outside of gods people; African blood flows into Israel from the beginning as a fulfillment of 

the promise made Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-379e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17&version=NIV


SLIDE 33 

 

We have seen so many instances so far however two Africans who are brought to Christian faith 

by power encounters with the cross: 

 

Through the cross black Christians recover their sense of self. We take comfort in the fact that 

the Son suffered injustice but was nonetheless vindicated by God. Mc Caulley says, “This gives 

us hope for our own vindication.” What did the stories of Simon and the Ethiopian Eunuch mean 

for black Christianity? They show that the story of early Christianity is part of our story. We are 

at the cross. 
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revelation 7:9-10 “After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 

before the lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud 

voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the lamb!’” 
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p. 6 How to fight racism  

 

A holistic approach to racial injustice incudes three aspects:  

 

ARC framework cyclical ongoing-intention 

 

1. Awareness- what is going on-listen and read books 

2. Relationships- reconciliation is relational-relationships motivate us as agents for change 

3. Commitment-systemic institution works out through people and through institutions 
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p. 7, 14 How to fight racism   

 

Thinking of racial injustice as a journey helps us focus on each step without growing 

discouraged when we don’t make the progress we desire. If you want a complete step-by-step 

plan for racial justice before you get involved, you will remain stuck in place. 
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Tisby says, “Christians have been part of the problem by being complicit in face of racism 

instead of demonstrating a courageous Christianity that stood up in the face of racism often times 

Christians were complicit in creating and devising and perpetuating a racial caste system so if 

Christians have been part of the problem they must also be part of the solution.” Another reason 

Jamar speaks directly to Christians is because we have a framework through scripture that allows 

us to understand the need and motivation for racial justice. He refers to the framework in regards 

to the image of GOD (Gen 1:27). A doctrine in Christian tradition that undergirds all of our 



efforts to fight racism and to pursue racial justice. We need to envision a different future and 

other possibilities.  
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Jamar believes that Christianity must be included in the fight against racism for several reasons: 

1. Christians must fight racism as a matter of responding to the past. Christians wrote 

extensive and complicated works of theology to justify both race-based chattel slavery 

and racial segregation. When activists fought against slavery and racial apartheid, 

Christians were often the most vociferous and violent defensing racial hierarchy they 

created and from which they benefitted. White Christians often have been the ones 

responsible for racial injustice. How to Fight Racism p. 8 

2. Christianity provides a transcendent narrative for why racial justice is important. 

(Christianity teaches that all people are made in the image of God) How to Fight Racism 

p. 9 

3. Christianity has within it the moral and spiritual resources to rebel against racism and 

white supremacy. How to Fight Racism p. 10 
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“Courageous Christianity dares to love through action and to risk everything for the sake of 

justice.” How to Fight Racism p. 10 
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Ephesians 6: 12 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms. How to Fight Racism p. 117, 118 
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 Here are a few ways we can get started 

 

Some of the ways we can practice Racial Justice  
 Advocate for Voting Rights  

 Work for Immigration Reform 

 Pay Reparations to Black People 

 Criminal Justice Reform 

 Promote Equitable Funding for Public Schools 

 

Hope is in the empty tomb 

 


