
The Weekly Word 
March 27-April 2, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we dive into Matthew 10, which is the second teaching panel 

in Matthew’s gospel.  I hope you are blessed. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, March 27, 2023: Matthew 9:35--38 NIV2011 
35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Matthew gives us a summary statement as we close chapter 9 and before we begin chapter 
10 which includes his second teaching panel… 

Jesus traveled through the whole region, teaching in the synagogues, proclaiming the good 
news of God’s kingdom, and healing all diseases and sicknesses. Looking at the crowds He had 
compassion on them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep with no shepherd. 
Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but there are only a few workers, so I 
want you to ask the Lord of the harvest to send [more] workers into the field.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

First this reading tells us about Jesus’ ministry… Preaching and healing… offering 
compassion to people. Matthew’s description reveals that the people are harassed and 
helpless. I lived in farm country and sheep are dumb animals, definitely helpless. But harassed, 
this appears to be a comment about the Jewish leaders… harassing them, not helping them. 
This reminds me of 11:28 when Jesus describes people as weary and burdened. The yoke of the 
Jewish leaders was too heavy for people to carry.  

Jesus follows with wonderful news… God is bringing forth an abundant harvest! Yeah God! 
But God needs workers to bring in the harvest… our job is to ask for the workers necessary to 
harvest the crop God is raising up! 

  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I must do much better at praying (asking God) for the workers needed to meet the demands 
of the harvest God is raising up… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/


On the one hand we-God’s people- need to continue Jesus’ work of proclaiming and 
healing. To this day people are harassed and burdened and helpless to survive life without the 
grace of God… We are the keepers of God’s message, and we need to be proclaiming and 
demonstrating it.  

The need is great, the harvest is plentiful, what should we do? Pray for workers; ask the 
Lord to send more workers to meet the harvest demand.  

 
 

Tuesday, March 28: Matthew 10:1-4 NIV2011 
10:1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure 

spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.  
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his 

brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and 
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Jesus called his twelve disciples and gave them authority to drive out demons and heal 
every disease. 

The twelve apostles are: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son 
of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who 
betrayed him. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

First, note the giving of authority; it is through authority not power that the apostles will 
exorcise demons and heal the sick. Also, this authority doesn’t appear to be given for a onetime 
task, rather it is given to them as apostles (sent ones) for Jesus. 

I thought it would be interesting to sit today and think about the apostles. Two pairs of 
brothers (1/3 of the apostolic band) and we know from other gospels these four worked 
together in the fishing business. Additionally, these four are the most prominent men among 
the 12.  

Then there is Matthew the tax collector. The appellation to his name tells us he was in 
league with the Roman government. This also means he would be looked down upon by Jewish 
leaders, Pharisees and likely most Jews. Now contrast Matthew with Simon the Zealot. His 
moniker tells us that Simon would be on the opposite end of the ‘political’ spectrum from 
Matthew. As a zealot he potentially would be willing to use force to overthrow the Romans. 
Talk about opposites!   

Then there is Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus. Judas, when introduced in every gospel, is 
outed as the one who betrayed Jesus.  Note, even Judas was given authority to exorcise 
demons and heal the sick! 



Thomas is the apostle who wouldn’t believe the resurrection unless he saw and touched the 
wounds of Jesus. Despite his ‘doubts’ he continued to meet with all the disciples after the 
resurrection.  

Comparatively little is known about the other 5.  
Jesus called to himself a menagerie of apostles. We can assume that their diversity was only 

expanded when one looks the disciples beyond the apostles. For starters we know that women 
followed Jesus and helped bankroll his crew. Women certainly add a new dimension to Jesus’ 
cadre of disciples. 

Despite their differences Jesus forged His disciples into a body that would change the world. 
Clearly, they were able and willing to set aside differences for the sake of the greater goal of 
proclaiming Jesus in word and deed.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Lord, help me to be much more willing to see my oneness in Jesus with fellow believers 
than the natural differences I have with them.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Churches and believers divide denominationally and now in our country politically… Oh 
God, I pray that we would be able to lay aside our differences and unify around the gospel of 
Jesus so that we might present to the world the likeness of Jesus… 

 
 

Wednesday, March 29: Matthew 10:5-8 NIV2011 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles 

or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim 
this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 
those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Jesus sent the twelve out with these instructions: Don’t go to Gentiles or Samaritans, 
instead go to the lost sheep of Israel. Proclaim to them: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the leprous, and drive out demons. You have my 
authority, use it liberally. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Apostles are ‘sent ones,’ so Jesus sends them to the Israelites. The apostles should proclaim 
God’s kingdom. (Note Matthew doesn’t use the term ‘kingdom of God,’ instead like a good Jew 
he avoids using God’s name, so instead Matthew writes the kingdom of heaven.) Even as they 
proclaim the kingdom, they demonstrate the kingdom… Jesus adds to examples when He gave 
them authority at the opening of Chapter 10. Raise the dead and cleanse the leprous. By adding 
these two examples Jesus lets us know that He is not limiting the demonstration of the gospel 
to healings and exorcisms, but any number of actions that upend sickness, death, and the 
working of the evil one in our world. 



Jesus instructs them to be liberal in their proclamation and demonstration of the kingdom. 
Jesus gave them His authority to be used freely and liberally. In other words help people, 
everyone you can… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am stuck by the last sentence of the reading. NIV: Freely you have received; freely give. My 
wording: You have my authority, use it liberally. What the Lord has been given to us we are to 
freely and without cost give away to others. The Lord is reminding me to give God’s grace and 
word away to others without restraint. In other words… give, give, give to any and all who will 
accept it. Give God’s gospel away. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

If we are going to accept the apostles as examples for us in how to live our faith in Jesus, 
then we, too, have been given authority and sent out to be Jesus’ ambassadors proclaiming and 
demonstrating God’s kingdom. We also must realize that the restriction to go to Gentiles and 
Samaritans was for a certain time only. Post resurrection and ascension we are instructed to go 
to all the world (Matthew 28) proclaiming and demonstrating the kingdom in order to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Church this is our mandate… just do it. 
 
 

Thursday, March 30: Matthew 10:9-15 NIV2011 
9 “Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts—10 no bag for the 

journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep. 11 Whatever town or 
village you enter, search there for some worthy person and stay at their house until you leave. 
12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on 
it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your 
words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be 
more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Here are Jesus’ instructions to the apostles before going out on their first mission… 
Don’t take any extra money, bags, or clothing with you ‘just in case.’ When you enter a 

town find a worthy person and stay with them until you leave. Give them your greeting when 
you enter their home. If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if not let your peace 
return to you. If people will not welcome or listen to you, leave the town, and shake the dust 
from your feet. I tell you it will be better for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgement 
than for that town. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Jesus wanted His apostles to understand that God would care for them when they were out 
on mission. They were not to take contingencies with them (extra money, clothes,food etc.), 
their trust was to be in the Father providing for them. Certainly, this is the way the early church 



in Acts and the epistles worked. Various churches provided for the apostles and other workers 
when they came through. We do see, however, that Paul made it a point to work for his keep, 
which differs from this text. As a result, I am not convinced that Jesus is setting up a once for all 
rule for missionaries and traveling evangelists.  

A more universal take-a-way is found in the giving peace and shaking the dust. Not 
everyone will be open to the message of the gospel. So be it. People who are open, bless and 
grant peace. People who aren’t, leave and take your peace, and let go of them. Shaking the 
dust from your feet is a symbolic way to say to the people you are on your own.  

We do need to learn to bless those open to the gospel and let go of those who reject or 
have no interest in the gospel.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Trust the Lord and spread the seed of the gospel. Where it lands on fertile soil bless and 
nurture it. Where it lands on hard, uninterested soil, move on. God is in control.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I am wondering if we -God’s people- are sending people. Are we people who understand 
that we are sent people? If we are going to take the gospel to the ends of the earth (Mt 28) 
then people must be going out with the gospel.  

I am not sure about current day application of this text… 
 
 

Friday, March 31: Matthew 10:16-20 NIV2011 
16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 

innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be 
flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as 
witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to 
say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

I am sending you out like sheep among wolves, so be wise. Be shrewd in your dealing with 
others while at the same time being innocent in your actions and words. Be on guard! You will 
stand before local councils and will be flogged in synagogues. Because you are representing me 
you will be called in front of governors and even kings as you bear my name to them and to the 
Gentiles. Now when they arrest you, don’t worry about your defense, what or how you will 
speak because the Spirit of the Father will be given to you, and He will speak through you.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

These words certainly address a situation beyond the immediate preaching tour Jesus is 
sending the apostles out to undertake. In verse 6 Jesus directed them not to go to the Gentiles 
but rather the lost sheep of Israel. Then in todays’ reading, they are told they will stand before 
governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. The apostles may not have 



realized it in the moment but Matthew, as he formed his gospel, certainly understood these 
words to refer to their post resurrection ministry as they fulfill Matthew 28. 

If you were following Jesus thinking you had latched your name to a rising star, these words 
certainly tempered you. Going out in Jesus name means trouble and hardship… arrests, 
floggings, and appearing before rulers is all part of the call to follow Jesus and be sent out in His 
name. 

Jesus does offer a word of comfort indicating that when they stand before rulers God the 
Father through His Spirit within them will be their advocate, their defense, their voice… and this 
is true for us to this day. We are called to the impossible task of witnessing to Jesus; God has 
our back… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The call to witness to Jesus rings loudly through this reading. Am I personally doing enough 
to let people know about Jesus? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

In the USA we expect that the government and local leaders will protect us as Jesus 
followers. We expect that our society should resonate with the message of the gospel and 
embrace it as the defining character of our rules and laws. And while I believe that is wonderful 
if the country does this, as I read today’s passage and many others in the NT at best we are 
living in a brief time-bubble, because the basic demeanor of the world to the gospel of Jesus is 
antagonism. At worst could we have so watered down the truth of the gospel in order to make 
it palatable to the world we are living in? 

Jesus makes it clear that bearing His name will be the reason we are called before 
governors, kings, local councils, and religious leaders.  

My heart wonders if we have dulled the edge of the true gospel of Jesus??? 
 
 

Saturday, April 1: Matthew 10:21-23 NIV2011  
21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against 

their parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but 
the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee 
to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of 
Man comes.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Family members will betray one another to death, a father will betray his child and children 
will rebel and betray parents having them put to death. Because of your faith in me you will be 
hated; remember the person who stands firm in their faith till the end will be saved. When you 
are persecuted flee to a new location. Be certain of this, you won’t finish visiting all the towns 
of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 



Jesus continues to describe a grim future filled with betrayals of the most intimate kind… 
parents betray children, children betray parents, siblings betray one another. And these betrays 
may lead to death. The consequences for following Jesus will be severe! Despite what is come 
Jesus calls His disciples to stand firm in their faith in Him, only by standing firm in the faith will 
one be saved.  

As Christ followers we are not masochists… when persecution comes, flee, move on, try to 
get out of harm’s way. There is no need for senseless death, if you can flee, do so. 

The Son of Man is coming, sooner than you imagine. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I have never faced the betrayal by a close relative, so this passage hasn’t impacked  my life 

as of this writing. I pray I never experience the pain of betrayal by a loved one.  
I do resonate with the call to stand firm, not to cave or give in and forsake my faith for 

convenience’s sake.  
Oh Lord, keep me strong in you. Amen. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
We, the people of God, must be prepared for the world and even our closest relatives to 

turn against us. Standing firm in our faith is essential for the disciple of Jesus. Standing firm is 
the only posture for a disciple. No matter who turns against us we must not turn our face from 
the Lord. And we stand firm knowing that the Son will come and vindicate His reign. 

 
 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 –Palm Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Linda at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 
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