
The Weekly Word 
March 20-26, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we read Matthew chapter 9.  I hope you are blessed. Happy 

reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, March 20, 2023: Matthew 9:1-8 NIV2011 
9:1 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to 

him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take 
heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”  

3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!”  
4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 

5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed 
man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the 
crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority 
to man.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Jesus crossed the lake and arrived back at this hometown. Some men carried a paralytic on 
his mat to Jesus. Seeing their faith Jesus spoke to the paralyzed man, “Son, be encouraged, your 
sins are forgiven.” 

Teachers of the law in the crowd murmured to themselves, “He is blaspheming!” 
Jesus knowing their thoughts spoke up, “Why are you entertaining evil thoughts in your 

heart? What is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven” or “Get up and walk? So, you know that 
the Son of Man has authority to forgive sins.” Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Get 
up, take your mat and go home.” And that is what the man did! When the crowd heard and saw 
this, they were awestruck; they praised God for giving such authority to Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The punch line of the passage is found in Jesus’ words to the religious teachers, I want you 
to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. Jesus then backs up this 
statement with the healing.  

We know authority is key because Matthew closes the passage with the crowd in awe of the 
authority Jesus has. Now we have another arena in which Jesus exerts authority… the 
forgiveness of sins, which is the domain of God and God alone! From their perspective the 
religious teachers were correct, Jesus, a mere man, was purporting to be God!  

What Matthew is methodically unfolding is that Jesus is far more than a mere human being, 
Jesus is God! And this is precisely why Jesus can forgive sins!!! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/


 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Jesus is the forgiver of my sins… come to me, Jesus invites, I will forgive your sins too… 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Sometimes in our world sin is a taboo topic. Talking about sin makes people feel bad. The 

reality, however, is that we are sinners and sinful. And recognizing sin is the first step to being 
forgiven for our sins by Jesus. What Jesus offered to the paralyzed man as He stood over him is 
what Jesus offered the world as He hung on the cross… forgiveness of sins. The church must 
continue to hold out the gift of forgiveness found in Jesus. And what a wonderful gift it is…  

 
 

Tuesday, March 21: Matthew 9:9-13 NIV2011 
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 

booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.  
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came 

and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go 
and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ v For I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

As Jesus traveled, he saw a man named Matthew working at his tax collector’s booth. 
“Follow me,” Jesus said. Matthew got up and began to follow Jesus. 

While dining at Matthew’s house many tax collectors and ‘sinners’ joined Jesus and his 
disciples at the table. Pharisees who were watching Jesus asked Jesus’ disciples, “Why does 
your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners?’” 

Jesus heard them and spoke up, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” Go 
and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice. I haven’t come to call the righteous 
but sinners.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

In his construction of this passage, Matthew uses his calling as an introduction for a Jesus’ 
teaching on the call of the Gospel. The call of the Gospel is to sinners. It is not a call to the 
righteous. This makes sense because if someone believes themselves to be righteous, then they 
a have no need of the Gospel of grace, which offers forgiveness and righteousness to those who 
know they are in deep need of God’s grace and love. This is a reminder that recognizing our 
predicament and our inability to work our way out from under our sin load is a prerequisite for 
salvation and accepting God’s offer of grace.  

It is worth meditating on Jesus’ challenge, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” God’s longing is for 
us to accept His mercy. God doesn’t need us straining under any delusion that we could 
sacrifice enough to earn favor in God’s eyes. We cannot! And it is delusional thinking to think a 



person could  earn righteousness in God’s eyes. Sadly, that is precisely the delusion of someone 
who believes themselves to be righteous! 

Notice in the Gospel Matthew’s leaving of his tax collector’s booth and following Jesus is 
offered to move the story to the meal at his house. This is where Jesus showed no discomfort 
to dine with the “riffraff” of society, at least as far as Pharisees are concerned, people no 
respectable Jewish teacher would ever dine with! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The old song, “Grace, grace, God’s grace; grace that is greater than all my sin” began 
playing in my head. Jesus, I am so blessed that you, Lord, chose to open my eyes to your gift of 
the Gospel. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, Freely bestowed on all who believe! You that 
are longing to see His face, Will you this moment His grace receive? [Song: Grace Greater than Our 
Sin, by Julia H. Johnston] 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We in the church must remember that we are sinners saved by grace. The longer one is a 
believer the easier it is to fall into the trap thinking we are more righteous than others, 
particularly people outside of the church. This creates the problem that we can begin acting 
more like the religious teachers of Jesus’ day that sinners saved by grace. When we fall into this 
trap our witness is destroyed because we easily become judgemental of others… those in the 
church who are not as ‘righteous’ as we are and those outside the church because they are 
‘sinners.’ 

 
 

Wednesday, March 22: Matthew 9:14-15 NIV2011 
14 Then John’s disciples came and asked him, “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast often, 

but your disciples do not fast?”  
15 Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The 

time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
In chapter 6 as part of his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave a teaching on fasting, which 

begins, “When you fast….” This indicates that fasting is part of normal piety in God’s kingdom. 
Apparently, Jesus and His followers are not regularly fasting as many Jews of that day did… 

Some of John the Baptist’s disciples came and asked Jesus, “We and the Pharisees fast 
often, how come your disciples don’t fast?” 

Jesus replied, “Do guests of the bridegroom mourn while they are with the bridegroom? 
Still the time will come when the bridegroom is taken away; then they will fast.”? 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Jesus is no longer physically with us. The bridegroom has gone, so fasting is part of our walk 
and discipleship with Jesus. 

 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
A couple of weeks ago while reading Matthew 6:16, Jesus’ teaching on fasting, I wrote: 

Fasting has rarely been a regular portion of my piety. I have had seasons when I have fasted 
more but mostly fasting has not been a part of regular routine. The ‘when’ of Jesus causes me to 
wonder if this is a reason I should incorporate more fasting… I don’t have a direct word from 
the Lord so I will sit with this for a time and see if I sense a direction from Him. regarding 
fasting. 

I still don’t have a sense that I should begin to incorporate more times of fasting into my piety. 
Lord, am I listening or just assuming the easy route??? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Fasting likely should be built into the fabric of devotional piety. I realize I just wrote that I 
don’t fast very much. I think it is important for all of us to consult the Lord concerning our 
personal piety of fasting.   

 
 

Thursday, March 23: Matthew 9:16-17 NIV2011 
16 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away 

from the garment, making the tear worse. 17 Neither do people pour new wine into old 
wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 
No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Everyone knows you don’t patch an old garment with new cloth. The new cloth when 
washed will shrink and tear the garment even more. Similarly, everyone knows you don’t put 
new wine in old wineskins because when the new wine ferments it will burst the old skin and 
you will lose everything. New wine is put in new wineskins and the batch is preserved.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

A new movement of God needs new wineskins. Jesus is doing something new and the 
container itself must be new.  

Given the connection to fasting, even when the new community fasts (which it will do after 
Jesus’ death and resurrection) it’s fasting serves a new purpose…  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Much OT fasting was in repentance and religious duty. Jesus fasted before He set out in 
ministry. It was a time of dedication to the Father for the work to come…  

Humm… maybe as retirement comes closer, I should spend some time in fasting for the new 
adventure of life and ministry that will be before me… (Maybe the Lord is beginning to answer 
my questions about fasting)  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



It seems that maybe fasting shouldn’t be only about repentance and duty in the church but 
love, devotion, and preparation for ministry More thinking is needed. 

 
 

Friday, March 24: Matthew 9:18-26 NIV2011 
18 While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before him and said, “My 

daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up 
and went with him, and so did his disciples.  

20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him 
and touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be 
healed.”  

22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” 
And the woman was healed at that moment.  

23 When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the noisy crowd and people 
playing pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. 
25 After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got 
up. 26 News of this spread through all that region.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

While Jesus was speaking a synagogue leader came and knelt before Jesus, “My daughter 
just died, if you come and touch her, she will live.” Jesus left with him immediately followed by 
His disciples. 

A woman snuck up behind Jesus and touched the edge of His cloak. She had been subject to 
bleeding for 12-years and thought, “if I touch Him, I will be healed.” 

Jesus turned and saw her and said, “Be encouraged, your faith has healed you.” She was 
healed in that moment. 

When Jesus arrived at the synagogue leader’s house, He observed the commotion of people 
mourning and said, “Leave. The girl isn’t dead just sleeping.” They laughed. After the crowd was 
put out of the house Jesus went to the girl, took her hand and she got up. News spread about 
Jesus throughout the region. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The people in the synagogue leader’s house knew the girl was dead. People in that day saw 
death and dealt with death on a regular basis. This is why they laughed.  

Jesus responds to the heart cries of people in need… Both the synagogue leader and the 
woman are healed. Secondly, faith is part of the mix. Both people exhibit belief that Jesus can 
and will heal. It is not wise an immutable formula that our faith requires God to heal, but faith 
seems to have activated these two miracles. 

It seems to me that we need to hold on to the truth that Jesus continues to work through 
miracles even to this day… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



As I walk this Lenten Road, I need to increase me level of faith and trust in Jesus. The Lord is 
calling me to deeper trust in Him.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Keep trusting Jesus… He can and will perform miracles even in our day. Have faith… trust 
Jesus. Really trust Him. 

 
 

Saturday, March 25: Matthew 9:35-38 NIV2011  
27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, 

Son of David!”  
28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you 

believe that I am able to do this?”  
“Yes, Lord,” they replied.  
29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you”; 30 and 

their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” 31 But 
they went out and spread the news about him all over that region.  

32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was 
brought to Jesus. 33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. 
The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”  

34 But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
After leaving the synagogue leader’s house two blind men called out, “Son of David, have 

mercy on us!” 
Jesus entered a building, and the blind men came to Him. Jesus asked them, “Do you 

believe that I can do this for you”? 
“Yes, Lord,” they replied. 
He touched their eyes saying, “According to your faith let it be done for you.” and their sight 

was restored. Jesus warned them strongly, “Don’t tell anyone.” But they spread the news of 
their healing all over the region. 

Going outside, a mute man possessed by a demon was brought to Jesus. Jesus drove out the 
demon and the mute man spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever 
been seen in Israel”. 

But the Pharisees said, “He drives out demons by the prince of demons.” 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Jesus continues to exert His authority and power before the people. He heals two blind men 
and then casts out a demon, healing a mute man, demonstrating His authority of over sickness 
and the demonic world. And He did all of this publicly.  

Power to heal and power to defeat demonic forces… Jesus’ stature among the people 
continues to soar. Jesus continues to demonstrate who He is. 



Meanwhile the religious establishment rejects Jesus, even insinuating He is empowered by 
the demonic world. 

No matter how much true good a person does, it is likely that some will find fault. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I had a pastor of over 50 years, who began ministry with a conservative understanding of 

the faith and then moved to become a universalist. He once said to me, “When you get older 
you too will change your tune…” 

Oh Lord God, I pray against that. I don’t want to become like the Pharisees in this story who 
saw in Jesus, not the Son of God, but a follower of Satan. Lord, may it never be. 

Lord Jesus, I cling to You and Your word. You are my Lord and my God! 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
There is a danger revealed by the Pharisees, attributing the things of God to the devil. This is 

literally what they did. They demonized Jesus because they could not accept His authority. I 
think the gathered people of God must be careful never to do the same. Jesus still has authority 
and power to heal and perform miracles. If/when the church denies the miraculous power of 
Jesus in our day, they flirt with disaster… 

 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Linda at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

