
The Weekly Word 
March 13-19, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week  with the Sermon on the Mount over we press further into 

Matthew’s gospel. I hope you are blessed. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, March 13, 2023: Matthew 8:1-4 NIV2011 
8:1 When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2 A man with 

leprosy l came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”  
3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 

Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you don’t tell 
anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony 
to them.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

A large crowd followed Jesus down from the mountainside. A leprous man came and knelt 
before Jesus and said, “Lord, if you are willing heal me.” 

Jesus placed His hand on the man and said, “I am willing. Be clean!” Immediately he was 
healed of leprosy. Jesus said to him, “Don’t talk about it. Go immediately, to the priests taking 
the offering Moses commanded and show yourself to them. In doing so you will testify to 
them.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Jesus’ ministry was built on the three pillars of teaching, preaching, and healing (see 4:23). 
Since chapter 5 we have been reading Jesus’ teaching and preaching. Now as He comes down 
from His teaching perch  we see Jesus healing immediately .  

It is notable that Jesus touches the leprous man. To do so was to render Himself unclean. 
Yet Jesus extended His hand in an act of kindness before He healed the man. Jesus regularly 
stepped into the lives of hurting people even as He brought God’s touch. 

Jesus’ willingness to give of Himself even after He has been teaching for a considerable time 
shows His love and compassion for people. People with needs were never an inconvenience for 
Jesus, they are an opportunity to display the in-breaking of God’s kingdom and to demonstrate 
God’s love tangibly. 

Another element in the story to note is Jesus’ directive to go to the priests. Their inspection 
was required for the community to accept the man as clean. Their word about being healed is 
akin to doctors declaring the man healed. This is a professionally verified healing! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/


I am struck by Jesus’ willingness to enter the pain and heartache of the leprous man in 
order to bring God’s presence and healing. I don’t know if I have ever been graced by God to 
bring healing to another, but I know there have been countless times when through my 
presence God has been brought to others… Thank you, Lord, for the grace of being able to bring 
You to someone hurting. 

I am reminded, too, of times I have withheld presence because it wasn’t convenient for 
me… for this Lord, I repent.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

For some reason I am reminded of Mother Teresa and the Sisters of Charity being the 
tangible love of God to the dying in Calcutta. Would that the entire Church of Jesus adopt their 
posture and calling to bring Jesus to the masses, the discarded, the hurting, and the outcast.  

 
 

Tuesday, March 14: Matthew 8:5-13 NIV2011 
5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he 

said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”  
7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”  
8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say 

the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers 
under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my 
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  

10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I 
have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many will come from 
the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” And his 
servant was healed at that moment.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

When Jesus entered Capernaum a centurion came and said, “Lord my servant is home 
paralyzed and suffering terribly. 

Jesus asked, “Shall I come and heal him?” 
The centurion answered, “Lord, I don’t deserve a visit from You. Just speak healing and he 

will be healed. As a centurion I am soldier under authority and I have soldiers under my 
authority. I say ‘Go,’ and my soldier goes. I say ‘Come’ and he comes. And to my servant I say, 
‘Do this’ and he does it.” 

Jesus was amazed at his words and said to those around, “I have not found anyone in Israel 
with the faith of this centurion. Many, I tell you, will come from the corners of the earth and 
take their place at God’s heavenly banquet with the greats of the OT in the kingdom of heaven. 
But some Israelites will be thrown out into darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 



Jesus then turned to the centurion and said, “Go home, it will be as you believed it would 
be.” The servant was healed at that very moment. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The centurion blessed Jesus by not asking Jesus to enter his home, entering a Gentiles home 
would have held against Jesus by devout Jews. The faith the centurion showed by believing 
Jesus could heal from a distance was extraordinary and beyond anything Jesus saw of this 
fellow Israelites. From this Jesus taught… Faith in Jesus –belief that Jesus can and will do what 
He says He can and will do—is the determining action to gain entrance into heaven, not birth 
lineage. Non-Jews with faith are getting into the kingdom ahead of Jews without faith! This is 
the truth Jesus teaches as He heals the centurion’s servant from a distance. 

There is a connection between the centurion’s faith and the healing… Faith in Jesus –belief 
that Jesus can and will do what He says He can and will do—opened the door for Jesus to heal 
the servant. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Listening to this passage…it is as if there is a neon sign blinking, FAITH, FAITH, FAITH. Faith 
opens the way for salvation and opens the way for the power of Jesus to flow. Bill, keep the 
faith… faith in Jesus!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Seems to me that the importance of faith is underscored in this passage. The church must 
never lose this distinctive. It must hold tenaciously to the efficacy of faith in salvation and the 
need for faith in living fully for and with Jesus. 

 
 

Wednesday, March 15: Matthew 8:14-17 NIV2011 
14 When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a 

fever. 15 He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him.  
16 When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he 

drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah:  

“He took up our infirmities  
and bore our diseases.” a  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

When Jesus came to Peter’s house He saw that Peter’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a 
fever. Jesus touched her hand, and she was healed. She got up and began to wait on them. 

That evening, many demon-possessed people were brought to Him. Jesus drove out all the 
demons and healed everyone who was sick. This fulfilled the words of the prophet Isaiah: 

“He took up our infirmities and bore our diseases.” 
 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

First comes the picture of Jesus’ compassion for specific people. When He saw the woman 
of the house sick, He immediately healed her. There is no mention of Jesus being asked, He saw 
the need and loved her by healing her. Immediately she got up and began to care for Jesus and 
His crew. This comment serves as an affirmation of her healing. 

Apparently, word from the centurion’s servants healing spread, so many people brought the 
sick to Jesus that evening. (The note about evening might suggests that the people waited until 
they were finished working for the day.) Jesus spent the evening healing everyone who came. 
Matthew specifically notes that the healings included the casting out of demons who afflicted 
some of the people. 

In this account, Jesus demonstrates is superiority and rule over the brokenness of this world 
(sickness) and His authority and rule of the spiritual world filled with demons as well. His 
compassion for people hurting because of the fall and the brokenness in human lives that 
results from the fall is clear. These healings demonstrate the authority of Jesus in the world. 
They also balance the authority He showed during His teachings of the Sermon on the Mount. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This account reminds me that Jesus truly is Lord. He has the power and authority to heal the 
wounds of the world caused by sin in the garden. He also has the compassion and willingness to 
use His power to care for everyday people, whether a mother-in-law of a friend or nameless 
masses in need of care and healing.  

If Jesus would do that back then and since He is the same today as then, He will do that for 
me and others in the world around me… thank you, Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As representatives of Jesus in the world today, we, God’s people, the church, should show 
the same levels of compassion that Jesus showed. We aren’t Jesus, we can’t execute healing on 
our own apart from the Spirit’s empowerment and leading, but we can ALWAYS show the same 
level of compassion Jesus showed. 

And this means being able to deal with interruptions in a compassionate way as Jesus did. 
He was likely tired and hungry when He showed up at Peter’s, yet He still took the time to offer 
compassion to Peter’s mother-in-law before He rested and then He spent the evening healing 
many. Such is the love and compassion of Jesus. Such is the love and compassion we should 
demonstrate as well. 

 
 

Thursday, March 9: Matthew 8:18-22 NIV2011 
18 When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the 

lake. 19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you 
go.”  

20 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to 
lay his head.”  

21 Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  



22 But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
In our western world, one question that generally drive us is, “What will I get out of this?’” 

Our lives are deeply self-focused. What’s the return? What’s the benefit? We bring this into our 
religious practices as well. What will Jesus/faith/religion do for me/us? Even though this malady 
may be on steroids in our present age, it has always been present. As Jesus’ reputation grows, 
including His ability to teach and especially His ability to heal, people want to follow Him… 
surely they wondered, what will I get from following Jesus. Jesus begins to set the record 
straight, explaining the cost of following Him… 

Jesus saw the size of the crowds who began to follow Him, so He directed His crew to cross 
to the other side of the lake. A teacher of the law came and professed his allegiance to Jesus 
saying, “Teacher, I will follow You everywhere You go.” 

Jesus answered, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but I, the Son of Man, have no 
place I call home.” 

Another disciple said, “Lord, before I go with you, I have to bury my father.” 
Jesus shot back, “Follow me and let the dead bury the dead.” 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

There are costs to following Jesus. The true question is not what I get from following Jesus 
but what will I give Jesus as I follow Him. When Jesus says “go”, we are to go. Obedience is 
expected of disciples.  

Discipleship, following Jesus, can be arduous requiring tough decisions on our part. Mere 
verbal sentiment won’t cut it. The teacher of the law needed to back up His affirmation to 
follow Jesus by actually traveling with Jesus. (Note the other side of the lake was the pagan 
Decapolis, not a comfortable place for an ardent Jew to travel through.) And even though 
society called for the burial of fathers, the call of Jesus supersedes societal expectations. 

Following Jesus has costs… 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I wrestle with retirement, which is coming for me. What would the Lord have me do? I 

cannot devolve into living and doing just what I want to do. How will I strike the correct balance 
in my life when time is my own and I don’t have the ‘professional’ part of the faith, i.e. being a 
pastor. I wrestle with this. Lord, help me to keep wrestling so that you are foremost in my 
thoughts and actions.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This is a difficult question to answer… confronting the self-focused nature of life in the west, 
which is also embedded into the church of the west, is hard. All I can say at this time is, “Lord, 
we desperately need your help!” 

 
 

Friday, March 16: Matthew 8:23-27 NIV2011 



23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm came 
up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples 
went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”  

26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the 
winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.  

27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the 
waves obey him!”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Jesus got into the boat with His disciples following Him. Out of the blue a furious storm 
churned up the lake. Waves swept over the gunnels. But Jesus was asleep. The disciples woke 
him saying, “Lord, do something save us! We are going to drown!” 

Jesus answered, “Faithless, why are you afraid. Then He rose and rebuked the storm, and 
the sea became completely calm. 

The disciples were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is he? Even the wind and waves 
obey him!” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

First, I noticed the line, he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. I was thinking of 
my translation and was going to write, “Jesus and His disciples got into the boat.” But thinking 
about it I realized that Matthew uses the phraseology of “following Him” because that is a 
word-picture for discipleship. Thus, it is a subtle definition of what sets disciples apart. I also 
recalled the previous section where following Jesus and being obedient to Jesus was paramount 
for those would-be disciples. 

The primary teaching/learning from the passage is the authority of Jesus. Jesus’ authority 
has been an underlying theme in the Gospel. Jesus taught with authority, not like the religious 
leaders (see 7:29). Then He demonstrated His authority through healing and casting out 
demons (8:1-13) and now He is exercising authority over nature -the wind and waves.  

Matthew is schooling us in the authority and position of Jesus. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Jesus can handle the winds and waves of my life. Bill, trust Jesus… 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
As the Lord’s church we must remember that Jesus has the power and authority. We don’t 

have to worry when the waves of life crash against the bow of the gathered people and we 
don’t have to manufacture in our own strength the salvation we need. Jesus is in control. 

What we do have to do is go to Him and ask… whether in a panic or calm ask and Jesus will 
guide and direct us. 

 
 

Saturday, March 17: Matthew 8:28-34 NIV2011  



28 When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed 
men coming from the tombs met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way. 
29 “What do you want with us, Son of God?” they shouted. “Have you come here to torture us 
before the appointed time?” 

30 Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding. 31 The demons begged Jesus, 
“If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.” 

32 He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water. 33 Those tending the pigs ran 
off, went into the town and reported all this, including what had happened to the demon-
possessed men. 34 Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they 
pleaded with him to leave their region.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

When Jesus arrived at the other side of the lake, the region of Gadarenes, two men 
possessed by demons came to him. (They were so violent that no people who go near that 
area.) “What do you want with us, Son of God,” they screamed. “Will you torture us before the 
appointed time?”  

Not far away a herd of pigs were grazing. Then they begged Jesus, “if you cast us out, send 
us into the pigs. 

He said, “Go!” immediately they came out and went into the pigs. Then the entire herd 
rushed down the bank and into the sea and drowned in the water. The people tending the pigs 
ran back to town and told everyone everything, including what happened to the demon 
possessed men. Then the town came to Jesus and begged him to leave the area. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Matthew continues to build the case for who Jesus is. Jesus’ authority continues to expand, 
now He is shown to have authority over the demon world, delivering two extremely violent 
demon possessed men. The multitude of demons driven into the pig herd suggest that many 
demons possessed each man. Jesus’ authority and power is underscored by the fact that He 
spoke only one word to them, Go! 

Three addition lesser themes emerge. One is timing. The demons obviously know there will 
be a time of reckoning, which they refer to as the appointed time. This suggests that the 
underworld knows its time is limited, although they apparently don’t know when this time and 
reckoning will come.  

Secondly, they know Jesus’ true identity, referring to Him as the ‘Son of God.’ Just because 
one knows Jesus’ identity does not mean one submits to Jesus’ authority.  

Third, displays of power can be frightening. The town folk didn’t want Jesus to stick around. 
Maybe it was the loss of livelihood -a large herd of pigs killed, maybe it was His display of power 
over the demon world, maybe it was the need to accept those two men back into society or 
maybe the changes brought about by the above, whatever it was they couldn’t handle more, so 
they asked Jesus to leave. And notice Jesus did as they asked. 

This is a reminder that what I perceive as a good thing can be understood by others as 
frightening or worrisome. 



  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Do I welcome all that Jesus brings into my life or do I act at times like the towns folk asking 
Jesus not to enter this or that part of my life? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Do we, God’s people, ever act like the towns folk and say to Jesus, “Nope, please don’t 
linger with us on that or this issue?” I read about a church who lovingly cared for a woman in 
the church with crushing back and spine issues. They regularly brought food, sat with her when 
family needed to be away and much more. They did this for years. Her son heard about a 
speaker who was going to speak on healing in Jesus’ name. He took his mom who was 
reluctant. That evening she was miraculously healed. Sadly, the church family couldn’t handle 
her healing, and she had to leave her church home of many years because they didn’t know 
how to handle the power of God and her miraculous healing. 

Sometimes even the people of God are afraid of the power and authority of Jesus.  
 
 

Sunday, March 18, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Linda at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

