
The Weekly Word 
March 6-12, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: this we week we finish reading the Sermon on the Mount. I hope you 

are blessed by this slow journey through Matthew’s Gospel. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, March 6, 2023: Matthew 7:9-12 NIV2011 
9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, 

will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

After inviting His listeners to ask, seek and knock for the Lord’s direction and guidance, 
Jesus tells His listeners that God can be trusted to give us the good gifts we need… 

Fathers, if your child asks for bread, would you give them a stone? Or if your child asks for 
fish, would you give them a snake? If you, being an imperfect human, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, won’t your good Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him? 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

God will give us good gifts when we ask Him for them. If human fathers do this certainly 
God, our perfect Father in heaven will do this even more! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Stop being afraid to ask God for the things you need to live fully as His child! 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
This is a follow up exclamation mark for the passage we read on Saturday about asking, 

seeking, and knocking. It is as if Jesus is reminding the church, I mean it… ask. My Father will 
give you the good gifts you need, just ask. [I believe Jesus is talking about the good gifts 
necessary to do the things God would have us do. I do not believe this is an open invitation to 
ask for anything… like that fancy car or big house or expensive toy.] 

 
 

Tuesday, March 7: Matthew 7:12 NIV2011 
12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 

Law and the Prophets.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/


So, live like this, do to others what you would have them do to you. This sums up the Law 
and Prophets.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

I wasn’t sure how to handle verse 12. Clearly (opening with ‘so’) it is connected to the 
previous sentences in the paragraph. And yet it has the feel and content of more than the 
summation of that paragraph which is about God giving good gifts to His children. So, I opted to 
read it as an independent thought in today’s devotions.  

Jesus gives us a summary of the ‘golden rule.’ Do unto others as you would want them to do 
to you. This Jesus says sums up the OT Law and Prophets. The inference is that we all want 
others to treat us well, kindly, forgivingly, lovingly, etc. Well then live that way in your 
interactions with others. 

Simple to state… harder to live!!! (I have written that sentiment before. It apparently is a 
theme in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Here are the principles of godly living… now go do 
them.)  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Through this sentence the Spirit is prying me to be truthful about how I treat others… and 
this means examining those I am nice to and those where that is not true. God, help me… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

How we, God’s community, treat people matters. The question that comes to mind goes 
like this, “when we, the Church, are at odds with society, when we differ in views or policy, how 
do we act toward those with whom we disagree”???  

 
 

Wednesday, March 8: Matthew 7:13-14 NIV2011 
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 

destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few find it.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Enter through the narrow gate. The wide gate and the highway large that leads to 
destruction; many go through that gate. But the small gate and narrow roadway leads to life; 
few find it.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

There are many choices in life and the easy choice is not always the best/wisest choice. This 
is particularly true for someone seeking to follow Jesus. The road leading to salvation is narrow, 
harder to find, and with fewer travelers. Though it is the road less traveled. it leads to life, to 
Jesus. The wide roadway that most people travel is easy and smooth. All the world walks that 



path so there are many saying, “come this way”, but it is not the way of Jesus, it is the way of 
the world. And its destination is destruction not life. 

Choose wisely, choose life, choose the way of Jesus… 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
If everyone is doing it, Bill, be careful it may not be the Jesus way. Mind your steps and walk 

the Jesus way… 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
What is true for individuals is also true for the community of Jesus. Walk the narrow way of 

love, forgiveness, and care for others even your enemies. Church, this is our calling.  
As our world changes and becomes more secular, as we move further into a post-Christian 

world with a non-Christian world view navigating our responses to issues is critical. The way of 
Jesus may mean problems and persecutions for us, but our Master’s call is to remain loving till 
the end, even if our end, like His, is a cross. 

This is the narrow way. Church, be loving no matter what!!! 
 
 

Thursday, March 9: Matthew 7:15-20 NIV2011 
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their 
fruit you will recognize them.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Keep a vigilant eye out for false prophets. They present as sheep but are ravenous wolves. 
You will recognize them by their fruit. Do farmers pick grapes from thornbushes or figs from 
thistles? Good trees bear good fruit and diseased trees bad fruit. A good tree won’t bear bad 
fruit; a diseased tree bears bad fruit. Diseased trees are cut down and destroyed in a bonfire. 
So, you will recognize false prophets by their bad fruit. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Jesus warns His listeners about the danger of false prophets, teachers and leaders. Their 
fruit will expose them. A false prophet is revealed through bad fruit.  

I wish Jesus had given some examples of bad fruit. We are left to surmise from the rest of 
Jesus’ teachings and scripture. Certainly love, the mark of a disciple, would be one fruit to look 
for. Do these prophets/teachers/leaders truly care for the people to whom they minister, or do 
they seem to be about themselves? Do their lives and their teachings/prophecies line up with 
the absolute truth of God’s Word? Do their personal mannerisms and lifestyle line up with 
God’s Word? For prophets,  do their ‘prophecies’ prove true? 



Prophets, leaders, teachers should be subjected to scrutiny… or as James puts it, Not many 
of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will 
be judged more strictly. (James 3:1).  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As a teacher how I live matters as does what I teach. “Bill, keep your life plumb with the 
Lord!” 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

First and foremost, communities of Jesus must examine those who teach, prophecy and 
lead. They are to be held to a higher standard. Examine their teachings and their lives well 
because the health of the community is at stake. False prophets/teachers/leaders produce bad 
fruit. 

 
 

Friday, March 10: Matthew 7:21-23 NIV2011 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 

one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name 
perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Just because you say to me ‘Lord, Lord’ does not guarantee entrance into the kingdom of 
heaven; only those who do God my Father’s will, will enter the kingdom of heaven. Many will 
say to me on the final day, ‘Lord we prophesied in your name and in your name drove out 
demons and preformed miracles. Then I will tell them to their face, ‘I never knew you. Get away 
from me you evil doers.’ 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This is a scorching word from Jesus… it is not what a person says that counts. It is not even 
the extraordinary things people might do in Jesus’ name that counts. What counts for entrance 
into God’s kingdom is how deeply a person does God the Father’s will. 

This is a tough word to process… it is easy for me to understand that saying the right words 
doesn’t garner entrance into the kingdom. It is more difficult for me to process that doing 
extraordinary miracles in Jesus’ name, including casting out demons without true faith in God -
faith shown in the living and doing of God’s will. Still as I ponder it becomes clearer… just 
because God uses us to do some God-thing doesn’t meant we are saved. God used Balaam’s ass 
to direct His prophet.  

This Jesus Word underscores how important obedience to God’s will truly is. It is essential!!! 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Examine your life, Bill. Are you doing what the Lord wants or what you want draped in 
religious speak?  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, devotion to the Lord more that miracles or nice words… that is what counts. I think 
of God’s Word in Micah… Church…love mercy, do justice and walk humbly with the Lord. This is 
essential to faithfulness… 

 
 

Saturday, March 11: Matthew 7:24-29 NIV2011  
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the 
rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 
29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

And so today we come to the final words of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount… 
Therefore, everyone who listens to Me and puts My words into practice is like the person 

who build their house on a firm foundation. When the storms come the house will stand 
because its foundation is solid. But people who listen to Me and don’t do what I say are like a 
foolish person who builds on the sand with no foundation. When the storm comes their house 
will fall with a loud CRASH. 

When Jesus finished His teaching, the crowds were amazed  because He taught as a person 
with authority, not like the other Jewish teachers. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The meaning is straightforward. It is not enough to listen to Jesus’ teachings; we must live 
His teachings to be a true follower and enjoy the benefits of a solid spiritual life that will not 
crumble. Doing what Jesus says is what defines a Christ follower. 

Interestingly, this must be an important point because it is very close to the passage 
immediately preceding where the punch line was, the one who does the will of my Father who 
is in heaven is the one who enters heaven. The doing of God’s will and living Jesus’ Word is 
what counts in God’s economy. 

[Note, Matthew has 5 teaching panels in the Gospel, each one concludes with a line very 
close to verse 28, when Jesus finished teaching…. this is one of the indicators of a teaching 
panel.]  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Is my life different because of reading, studying, and listening to the Scriptures for these 
40+ years? If not, it will not matter in the end.  

Oh Lord my God, help me to be fully Yours in all I say, think and do… I pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, we must live the teaching of Jesus. It is not enough to come to church alone. We 
must take the word of God and build our lives upon it. This means that the world around us 
should see  how we live the words and teachings of Jesus.  

 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

