
The Weekly Word 
February 27-March 5, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: Matthew’s Gospel continues to unfold. This week we focus on the 

remaining portions of chpater 6 and venture into chapter 7. I hope you are blessed by this slow 
journey through the Sermon on the Mount. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, February 27, 2023: Matthew 6:25-27 NIV2011 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 

body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at 
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your life?  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Therefore, I tell you don’t worry about your life or about food and drink or your body and 
clothing. Life is much more than these outward manifestations. Take note of birds, they don’t 
plant, harvest, or fill barns, still your heavenly Father feeds them. You are much more valuable 
than birds! Can you add a single second to your life by worrying? 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Worry will not help anyone lead a better life. Worrying about stuff, food, drink, clothes, etc., 
steals energy from truly living. Look around, birds don’t worry about stuff and God still cares for 
them. You are way more valuable in God’s eyes… God feeds them. Do you think He will do less 
for you? Think of it this way, all your worrying won’t help you live longer or better so why do 
it??? 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Worry steals life from you… so don’t bother with it. I know this is harder to live than write 
the previous line but that is what the Lord is saying to me. “Bill, don’t waste your energies on 
worrying…” 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As a community we can worry too. Being prepared for an emergency is wise but obsessing 
over being prepared in not good. Church, stop worrying and trust that the Lord will watch over 
you. This doesn’t mean bad things will never happen. Read Romans 8:28-ff. Bad stuff will 
happen,but nothing can separate us from God’s love, which is the ultimate good thing! And 
since God promised it, we don’t have to worry about it happening… it will.  

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/


 
Tuesday, February 28: Matthew 6:28-34 NIV2011 

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not 
labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, 
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Following Jesus’ general statement about worry, Jesus highlights some specific areas of 
where worry often bites us… 

Why do you worry about the clothes you wear? Look at flowers; they don’t labor and spin 
clothing. If God clothes the grasses of the field with their short life spans, won’t He clothe you -
you of little faith?  So, don’t worry, questioning what will we eat or drink or wear. Non- 
believers chase after this stuff; your Father in Heaven knows you need them. Instead of worry 
make your pursuit of God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness. And your top priority and these 
other things will be given to you as well. In summary I say, do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough troubles of its own. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Jesus takes a second swing at worry… saying, don’t succumb to worry. Trust that the Lord 
knows your needs. Pursue God and all God is doing, when we do this God will see we have what 
we need.  

Don’t worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will have enough problems when it comes. Live 
one day at a time since each day has more than enough problems without anticipating more. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Bill, don’t get hung up about fashion or good food and the like, worrying about and pursing 
these things will not give you a better life. Pursue God and the things of God and let God take 
care of those other things…  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Better sound systems and updated décor… churches can run after these kinds of things and 
miss the mark of living for the Lord and doing God’s bidding in the world. Major in the majors 
and God will take care of the things we need… Church, live for the Lord.  

 
 

Wednesday, March 1: Matthew 7:1-2 NIV2011 



7:1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will 
be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Do not judge others, if you do you too will be judged. The criteria you use to judge others, 
God will use to judge you. What you measure out, will be measured back to you. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We, humans, are not God. It is God’s job to judge not ours. Don’t judge others. And 
remember if you do judge others, then judgement has a way of coming back against you. What 
goes around comes around . 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I have a judgmental streak. Sadly, I feel it in myself when I drive, the person in front of me 
isn’t doing this or that ‘correctly,’ which means things are not best for me. I wish it was limited 
to driving but it is not. I can get frustrated with others for a myriad of reasons. Being an 
introvert, I rarely say anything, but I notice judgmental spirit in me. God is saying, “You have to 
work on this, Bill. This is not Christlike… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I look around at the Church and see so many divisions. I suspect it is okay when we 
emphasize differences in theology, but along with the division comes a great deal of judgement. 
“They aren’t this enough… or they believe xyz.” With judgement comes a feeling of we, our 
group, are better, more faithful, etc. etc. I understand distinctives but all the judgment below 
the surface is not good or godly. 

John Wesley and George Whitefield were great men of faith and ministry who were 
contemporaries with significant theological differences. Apparently, they had a life-long 
relationship and respect for each other, corresponding and debating theology with each other 
in private. Although their theological differences meant that they were not comfortable joining 
together, they made a pact never to disparage the other man in public. They held their 
differences but never judged each other’s ministry. They have been a model of Christ-like, 
kingdom-focused, non-judgement for me…  

Church, hold your theological differences but don’t judge or disparage one another… 
 
 

Thursday, March 2: Matthew 7:3-5 NIV2011 
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 

plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out 
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 



Why do you concentrate on the speck in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 2x4 
in your own eye? How dare you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ 
when you have that 2x4 in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 2x4 from your eye so you 
can see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Notice this comes immediately after Jesus’ no judging comments. As Christ followers we 
often see problems with other believers, but don’t realize we have similar problems quite 
possibly to an even greater extent! 

Jesus’ point is that we should clean up our personal lives before we set out to clean up 
other people’s lives. 

if I take today’s reading as an add-on to yesterday’s reading, Jesus is saying before you 
judge someone else to be in need of help make sure your life, particularly in the same area, is 
clean! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Oh my, it is so easy to see faults in others and completely miss similar faults in my own life. 
Self-examination… Jesus is asking me to take a good look at how I am living and plumb it to 
God’s Word. Only after I have done this might I consider confronting and helping a brother or 
sister.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We, the gathered people of God, can be a judgmental bunch… seeing the faults of the world 
-which may in fact be true- but rarely giving our faults a second thought. Oh God, forgive us… 

 
 

Friday, March 3: Matthew 7:6 NIV2011 
6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may 

trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
Don’t give holy food to dogs; don’t throw pearls into pigs’ food. If you do this,  even that 

which is holy or precious,  may turn on you. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

It is much simpler to express what this verse says than to decipher what it means. Is it tied 
to the statement before? Is it a transition to what comes next?  

Basically, it says we should weigh our response to people who are unreceptive to God’s 
truths spoken through us…  

Because this is a tough passage to decipher, I checked a few sources and found these 
comments by Craig Keener, a NT scholar I trust, helpful:  



Most likely verse 6 provides a transition between the preceding and following contexts. 
Correcting those who will not receive correction is futile (vv. 1–5; Prov 9:8; 23:9); we should 
discerningly continue to offer wisdom (or the gift of the kingdom) only to those willing to receive 
what we offer, just as God does (Mt 7:7–11). In this case the text sounds a note of reciprocity to be 
repeated in verse 12. If verse 6 means something along these lines, it does not allow us to prejudge 
who may receive our message (13:3–23), but does forbid us to try to force it on those who show no 

inclination to accept it.   (Craig S. Keener, Matthew, vol. 1, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series 

(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997), Mt 7:6). 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
So what is the Spirit saying to me today through this passage? While it might not be exactly 

what the text teaches, I feel as if the Spirit is telling me to use my voice and my words about the 
Lord in arenas of greatest impact. Pour into those ready and available to receive… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

While we are called to sow the seeds of the Gospel far and wide, offering the good news of 
Jesus to any and all, there is wisdom in discerning those places of greatest impact for the 
kingdom. Concentrate on areas of most fruitful impact. 

 
 

Saturday, March 4: Matthew 7:7-12 NIV2011  
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 

to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be open to 
you. For the person who asks receives, the one who seeks finds and the one who knocks the 
door will be opened. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

In the brief paragraph Jesus never mentions God, but the clear inference is that we are to 
ask the Lord and He will give… 

Jesus seems to be reminding us that we need to ask God if we want God to answer us. Using 
three word-pictures, ask, seek and knock, Jesus places the onus on us to be active in our faith 
and growth. Do we need something… ask. Are we wanting to find something… seek. Do we 
want to enter somewhere… knock. We carry a responsibility to be active in our welfare and 
growth. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Soon I will be entering a new phase of life. I don’t know what it will be like. I am hearing the 
Spirit prompt me to be praying for God’s leading, seeking God’s direction and knocking on the 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ivntcmat?ref=Bible.Mt7.6&off=1612&ctx=unction+in+verse+6.%0a~Most+likely+verse+6+


Lord’s chambers to open the way for me. And when I have a leading from the Lord, to be 
knocking on doors into those new arenas to which the Lord is leading me. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church can be impoverished because we work to do things in our own ability and know 
how rather than asking the Lord for what we need. I am not thinking about wealth. Instead, I 
am thinking about attempting to do the Lord’s will and touch the world for Christ. God seems to 
be inviting us to turn to Him, to seek Him and knock on His door for the answers, directions and 
abilities we need to fulfill His desire to make disciples throughout the world. 

 
 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

