
The Weekly Word 
February 13-19, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: Matthew’s Gospel continues to unfold. This week we are in Matthew 5-

6. I hope you are blessed by this slow journey through the Sermon on the Mount. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, February 13, 2023: Matthew 5:43-48 NIV2011 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor z and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell 

you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 
not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you 
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

You have heard from the Scriptures, ‘Love your neighbor z and hate your enemy. I say to 
you, love your enemies and pray for people who persecute you; this is what children of the 
Father do. God causes the sun to rise on people both evil and good and God sends rain on both 
the righteous and unrighteous. If you love only those who love you, what reward do you 
deserve? Don’t tax collectors do that? And if you greet only people in your orbit, you are merely 
acting like everyone. Unbelievers do this. I say to you, be perfect as your Father in heaven is 
perfect. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Love is to be the hallmark of a Jesus follower. This is love for friends, love for brothers and 
sisters in the community, love for family, and this is the big Jesus twist, even love for enemies, 
people who want to do you wrong. Jesus’ ethic pushes His followers into unnatural human 
areas like loving neighbors, praying for persecutors, admitting sins of the heart and thoughts. 

Jesus truly wants His people to live differently. Following Jesus and having the Holy Spirit in 
our lives means we should be different than people who remain blinded by the evil one. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I don’t know of any enemies, but there are certainly people with whom I do not naturally 
get along. Jesus calls me to love them regardless of how I ‘feel’ toward them. The Spirit is 
exposing my lack… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/


As our USA culture changes and becomes more diverse -ethnically, spiritually, racially, 
generationally, etc. – many Christians are loudly lamenting the changes. Along with this many 
Christians have a growing ‘we are being persecuted’ mindset. Maybe there is some truth to 
this; certainly, Christians have been persecuted far more deeply in other times and other 
cultures. True or not our approach to persecution needs to become shaped by Jesus who calls 
us to love -an action not a feeling- those who hate us and persecute us. It seems that the 
church needs to figure out how to love those against us rather than rail against those who are 
against us. This presents a huge learning curve for Jesus’ community.  

 
 

Tuesday, February 14: Matthew 6:1-4 NIV2011 
6:1 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you 

do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  
2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Be careful that you do not your actions that honor God in a manner that draws attention to 
yourself, so you are noticed by others. If that is how you live you forfeit heavenly reward. 

When you give to people in need, don’t do it with fanfare so you are honored for your 
generosity like hypocrites do. I tell you the hypocrites have received their reward in full. No, 
when you give do it quietly and secretly. Don’t even let your left hand know what your right 
hand is giving. When you do this God in heaven will see your secret generosity and reward you. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Again, Jesus ups the ante on faithful living. It is not enough to live rightly before God; we 
should live this way without calling attention to ourselves. (The inference seems to be when we 
live rightly as a show for other people, they will reward us either with kind words or some other 
way.) Living for the praise of humans rather than the delight of the Lord reveals our true sinful, 
selfish self. 

Jesus drives this home by giving an example of alms giving -helping people in need. 
According to Jesus we should help people in need, just not tell people about it. 

When we do our piety in showy, ‘look at me ways’, we forfeit God’ reward!  
God’s people are to be quietly generous and caring… 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I need to peer inside… do I give in a manner that people see me giving; thus, I get accolades 

from people? In our world of financial accounting it is not possible to be absolute about this. 
Financial secretaries of organizations know who gives what. The point Jesus makes is, “Do my 



circle of acquaintances know ‘how generous I am’? Do I want public recognition for what I 
give?”  

Oh Lord, may I live the intention of this teaching… 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
It is impossible to do all our good deeds without people knowing. Remember back to 

chapter 5:16, In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. According to 5:16 when people see our deeds they 
should glorify God in heaven. So the attention is not for our sake but that the Lord gains the 
glory. 

The people of God need to do their good deeds, their right living before God, in a manner 
that God, not the people, receive any glory. We should never perform our good deeds so that 
we get ‘props’ from this world. When the church reaches out to help, give compassion, and 
meet a need. We need to check our egos at the door, allowing God to receive any glory.  

 
 

Wednesday, February 15: Matthew 6:5-8 NIV2011 
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

In Sermon on the Mount fashion Jesus pivots from topic to topic. In verse 5 the topic of 
prayer comes up, which will lead into Matthew’s recording of what we call ‘the Lord’s Prayer.’ 
We will take a slow journey through the Lord’s prayer. Today we begin with Jesus’ set up for the 
prayer He taught… 

And when you pray do not pray like the pretenders, they love to pray where and how they 
can garner attention, standing in the synagogue or on street corners. I tell you they have 
received all the reward they will get. I tell you, choose a quiet, private place to pray to God your 
Father. Your Father will see you and will answer and reward you. Also when you pray don’t 
babble on and on like pagans. It is not the number of words that gets God’s attention. Don’t be 
like them, simply tell God your needs and intercessions and your Father, who knows before you 
pray what you need, will answer. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Prayer is not a show for the world to watch; it is a conversation with your Father in heaven 
who knows before you even open your mouth what you need. So, when we pray we should not 
do so in ‘showy, look-at-me-ways’ but quietly and privately.  



This does not mean we shouldn’t ever pray in public. In worship it is appropriate for leaders 
to pray for and with the gathered people. And when a friend is in need, we can pray for her or 
him right then and there. 

Like practicing our righteousness (yesterday’s reading), our piety as followers of Jesus is 
never a show before others but our connection with and our acts of service for God our Father. 
When we do any acts of piety to be seen by others then we forfeit our heavenly reward 
replacing our reward with the acclaim of people who watched us.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Prayer is an important part of our life with the Lord. Prayer is communication with the Lord 
and not something we do to get credits with people around us.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Prayer is not a show we put on for onlookers’ sake; prayer is our intimate connection with 
the Lord. And we can simply ask God for what we need (Lord’s prayer simply puts it “give us 
today our daily bread”). We don’t have to berage God with many words to get what we want.  

 
 

Thursday, February 16: Matthew 6:9-10 NIV2011 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray:  

“ ‘Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
10 your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
This is how to pray: 
Our Father in heaven, You, Your name, is blessed, holy, magnificent. May Your kingdom 

come and will be done here on earth as it is done in heaven. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Matthew begins, ‘This, then, is how you should pray’ indicating that what follows is a form 
or pattern for prayer. Interestingly, when Luke introduces his rendition of the Lord’s Prayer he 
writes: He said to them, “When you pray, say: (Luke 11:1), which suggests that Luke is giving 
actual words we should pray. Thus, the Lord’s Prayer is both a prayer to literally pray and a 
form that can instruct our prayer. 

The prayer opens with “Our Father.” Both words are significant. ‘Our’ tells us we are part of 
a collective, a people of God. And while I am a ‘son’ of God I cannot lay exclusive claim to the 
Lord. God is OUR Father. We are taught to pray OUR not my. (Roll that thought around in your 
heart and mind for a while.)  



Second God is Father. This is a radical statement. Jews would never dare to call God 
Father… yet as Christ followers we are invited to address God in the familiar intimate manner. 
This says a great deal about our relationship with God!!! 

After the familiar naming of God, we are invited to bless and hallow God. To hallow 
someone is to honor them as holy, set apart, sacred. It is good in prayer to hallow the Lord… 

Next, we are invited to pray that as God’s will is done in heaven -perfectly and immediately- 
so may it be done here on earth. To have God’s will done on earth is to pray that all people 
submit to the Lord perfectly and lovingly. This is quite a prayer… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am struck by the Fatherhood of God. I am invited to pray to God as Father. On the one 
hand this is so familiar to me since I have been praying this prayer from childhood. On the 
other, I sit amazed that I can call the God of the Universe Father!!! 

I am sitting and reveling in this incredible grace and gift of God my Father that I can address 
Him as Father.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

God invites His family -you, me, everyone who believes in Jesus- into intimate relationship 
with Himself. How incredible is that… 

And part of our invitation is to pray for our world that it would begin to bend to God’s will 
even as heaven bends to God’s will.  

How often we pray for needs (tomorrow’s petition); with the same vigor we should be 
praying people everywhere, obey the Lord impeccably. 

 
 

Friday, February 17: Matthew 6:11 NIV2011 
11 Give us today our daily bread.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
Give us today the food we need. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This simple sentence is an invitation to ask for the things necessary for life. Jesus names 
food, now if we consider this prayer a form or example for prayer then food, water/drink, 
shelter, clothing, health, and the like are all things we are invited to pray and ask God for. 

The plural, ‘we, us, our’, nature of the prayer continues, ‘give us….’ This is not an 
individualistic prayer, give me what I need, but a community prayer, ‘give us what we all need’. 
Stitched into this petition is care for the person next to me, give us… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As I pause and ponder this, I am astounded that the Lord God Almighty invites us to pray 
and ask for our needs. What a gift of caring. God really cares for us, for me….  

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
As the community prays this petition, we must pray with eyes open to the needs around the 

community. As we pray this prayer in community, we must see the others within the 
community that have needs…. needs possibly we can fill. And as we pray this prayer in 
community, we should be mindful of the needs of people and families outside the gathered 
community. Yes, absolutely we ask God for our needs and at the same time, hopefully, we are 
praying for the needs of others to be met as well. 

 
 

Saturday, February 18: Matthew 6:12 NIV2011  
12 And forgive us our debts,  

as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
And forgive us debts, as we have forgiven the debts of others. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

These brief words deliver a punch to God’s people. First there is the acknowledgment that 
we have debts that need to be forgiven. (Matthew uses the word, ‘debts’, generally used in the 
ancient world for literal debts owed to others. When Luke translates this prayer for his non-
Jewish audience, he uses the normal word for sin.) The sense of this passage is that we are 
asking God to forgive our sins and failures.  

The strongest blow from this petition comes in the second half… ‘as we have forgiven the 
debts of others.’ The obvious implication is that we are forgiving people who forgive people 
who wronged and sinned against us. God expects us to be forgiving people… 

Given 1John 1:9 and other passages I don’t think we can push this to the extreme that if we 
do not forgive others God will not forgive us. Still the understanding is clear that we, as God’s 
people, should be people who readily forgive others when their sins hurt us.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Sin is nothing to trifle with… God invites me to bring my own sin to him for forgiveness. 
Thank you, Jesus. And when people hurt me through their sin, I am called by the Lord to release 
them by forgiving them. The real question the Spirit asks is not, ‘can I explain this but am I living 
this way’? Do I readily examine my life and seek forgiveness for my sins? Do I forgive others 
when in their humanness they sin and I get hurt?  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As God’s people we are to live as people who seek and offer forgiveness readily. if I step 
back and think about this, a character trait for God’s people should be forgiveness. Being 
human and living among humans means that there is pain. The brokenness of humanity 
stretches back to the fall. Every aspect of human life is marred by sin, and this means that sin 
abounds. In this world where sin abounds we, God’s people, are grace bearers and mercy 
givers. Is this how we are known?  



 
 

 
13 And lead us not into temptation, s  

but deliver us from the evil one.’  

14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  

 
 
 

Sunday, February 18, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

