
The Weekly Word 
February 6-12, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: Matthew’s Gospel continues to unfold. This week we will almost finish 

reading chapter 5. I hope you are blessed by this slow journey through the Sermon on the Mount. 
Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, February 6, 2023: Matthew 5:21-24 NIV2011 
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, e and 

anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with 
a brother or sister, will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 
‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire 
of hell.  

23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 
or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

You have heard in the OT scriptures “Do not murder,” and someone who does murder will 
be judged. But I tell you anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be judged. Also, 
anyone who says to a sister or brother, “Raca’ or ‘You fool!’ risks being thrown into hell. 

Keeping this in mind, if you are at the altar offering your gifts to God and you remember 
someone has something against you, stop what you are doing! Go immediately and seek 
reconciliation with them; only then return and offer your gift to the Lord. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Jesus greatly expands the notion of ‘murder’ to include insulting and speaking down to a 
brother or sister. (According to Jesus, we can in essence ‘murder’ someone with our words to 
them or about them!). And this sin deserves judgement, the very flames of hell.  

Jesus’ teaching on sin shows us sin in our heart is just as heinous as sin with our actions. 
This is frightening! 

Then to accentuate His teaching Jesus gives a poignant example, showing us that once we 
become aware of our sin (of ‘murder’ hurting a brother or sister) we should immediately seek 
to rectify it. Few events were more sacred than presenting one’s offering to the Lord, but even 
that (and especially that) should be paused when forgiveness and reconciliation is needed. It is 
as if Jesus says, how can you have fellowship with God if you are out-of-fellowship with a sister 
or brother? 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/


The Spirit reminds me how important connections are, particularly connections within the 
body. Are there people from whom I need to seek reconciliation? This is important God-
honoring work… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The local assembly should be a place where forgiveness and reconciliation are genuinely 
undertaken. Fellowship is the lifeblood of community. And as humans we fail regularly; this is 
very natural but requires repair. God says, don’t live with the brokenness, repair, and reconcile. 
Building on this Paul teaches, If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone (Rom 12:18). Others may not be open to reconciliation, but we need to draw on the 
strength of the Lord and seek reconciliation when there is a rupture, particularly one we 
caused. 

 
 

Tuesday, February 7: Matthew 5:25-26 NIV2011 
25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are 

still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may 
hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not 
get out until you have paid the last penny.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

if someone you are at odds with is taking you to court, settle matters with them quickly 
before you get to court. If you get to court the judge may hand you over to prison. Mark my 
words, you will not get out of prison until you pay your adversary the last penny you owe them. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Following the Beatitudes Jesus teaches on several topics. Throughout chapter 5 Jesus 
introduces each topic with a formulaic opening something like, you have heard that it was 
said… or as I paraphrased it “You have heard in the OT scriptures…” Given formulaic opening is 
not part of this paragraph, today’s reading is linked to the section on reinterpreting murder. In 
Jesus’ expansion of ‘murder’ He ventures into all manner of discord between people. 

In today’s reading things have escalated to a court battle. Apparently the person being 
taken to court didn’t heed Jesus’ teaching in the preceding paragraph to reconcile! Jesus’ ord to 
the one headed to court is to settle matters with ‘your adversary’ quickly before you get to 
court. Once in court you face imprisonment until your debts can be paid. Given that the church 
grew among the poor and marginalized, court was not a place you wanted to go. Plus, your 
ability to pay back a debt when you are incarcerated diminishes since you are not working and 
your family needs to meet your needs.  

Jesus offers a highly practical word. It shows us that if we don’t nip problems in the bud 
(reconciling as soon as you realize someone has something against you) you have a closing 
window to make things right before you find yourself in bigger trouble.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



I do not find myself in any comparable situation, so I sit wondering how this word today 
might connect with my life. I am not certain how the Spirit is speaking with me through today’s 
reading beyond noting that I should deal with problems and issues that arise expediently. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As I put on the lens of the gathered believers, I am sensing God’s word to us is make sure to 
settle problems with adversaries long before they escalate to court matters. If we have missed 
the window of time to seek reconciliation early, then we need to double down on settling the 
problems before things go public. 

Also, in today’s passage the issue is a debt owed… the people of God should honor all debts 
they have incurred and make sure in our world of mortgages and the like that they stay current. 
Defaulting brings dishonor to Jesus our Lord and stains our witness in the world.  

 
 

Wednesday, February 8: Matthew 5:27-30 NIV2011 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that 

anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 
lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right 
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of 
your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

You have heard in the OT scriptures, do not commit adultery. But I say to you that when you 
look at a woman with sexual desire you have already committed adultery with her in your 
heart. If your eye is a gateway to sin, cut it out and get rid of it. It is better to live life maimed 
than to go to hell. And if your hand leads you to sin, cut it off and get rid of it. It is better to live 
life maimed than to go to hell. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Many OT laws named acts of sin. For example, Jesus referenced murder and adultery. But 
Jesus also pointed out that we can sin in our hearts when we flirt with those actions in our 
minds and hearts. This too, according to Jesus, is sin. Thus, Jesus greatly expands our 
understanding of sin to include sins of the heart and sins of thought.  

Jesus also heightens the seriousness of sin. The idea that it is better to maim oneself rather 
than face the judgement of sin, namely hell, graphically announces the stakes involved when 
we sin. We must never grow comfortable with sin in our lives… Never. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Jesus peers deeply into the heart, mind, and soul with His words today. The Spirit forces me 
to consider my relationships to make sure that they are pure… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



Sexual sin is rampant in our world. It is far too easy for the church -God’s people- to 
capitulate accepting the notion that sexual sin is no big deal. Jesus says it is… and we, God’s 
people, are called to live life as the Lord ordained we should live. Regarding sex, God’s rule is 
sexual faithfulness within the confines of traditional marriage.  

 
 

Thursday, February 9: Matthew 5:31-32 NIV2011 
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 

32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the 
victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

You have been taught, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
But I tell you a person who divorces his wife, except for immorality, forcers her into adultery; 
when you marry a divorced woman, you commit adultery. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

These are stark words…a strong NO to divorce except for reasons of adultery. Plus, Jesus 
teaches that marrying a divorced woman is an act of adultery. This is apparently spoken to a 
man who has never married before. Jesus’ point is that divorce does not actually sever the 
marriage bond. 

Thoughts twirl in my mind. First, this is only one of a few divorce texts in the NT and to 
grasp a comprehensive understanding of divorce we must consider all of the divorce texts. Paul, 
for example in 1Corinthians 7:15, makes an allowance for a Christian woman whose unbelieving 
husband leaves her. Second, since sin is forgivable, we should not hold this sin up as inviolable 
when we are willing for forgive a thief, liar, etc. 

Divorce is a complex issue that cannot be answered in this brief meditation. 
Positively, Jesus marks the importance of sanctity of marriage, first addressing adultery and 

now divorce. Marriage holds a high position in God’s economy. 
  

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I have never once considered divorce. I am blessed with a gift in my marriage. This passage 

causes me to think with joy about my wife and to delight in her as God’s wonderful gift to me. I 
am so thankful for the 4 decades of marriage I have had so far… and I am dreaming of many 
more. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I sense that one of the most important words from this text to us is the honoring of 
marriage. God’s people must honor marriage… this means being careful to extol its virtues and 
delight in God’s eyes no matter how our world might be changing in its approach toward 
marriage…  

As I mentioned above, figuring out the divorce issue will take study beyond this passage.  
 



 
Friday, February 10: Matthew 5:33-37 NIV2011 

33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, 
but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: 
either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even 
one hair white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes 
from the evil one. v  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Jesus now focuses attention to the giving of our word and oaths (interestingly divorce is a 
breaking of our word given). In the OT oaths and vows spoken to the Lord were not to be 
broken. Jesus characteristically will widen oath-giving significantly… 

Again, you have heard it taught, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you 
have made.’ But I tell you do not swear any oaths. Do not swear by God, or heaven, or earth 
(which is God’s footstool), or Jerusalem, God’s city. Even more don’t swear by your head; you 
do not control your body or the color of your hair. Simply answer ‘yes’ or ‘no.’ To move beyond 
your personal ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to any level of swearing is prompted by the evil one. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

How much can people rely on your word. If you say you will do or not do something, will 
you with integrity follow through? Today Jesus addresses our word. 

In the OT people were expected to fulfill all vows spoken to the Lord. As troubling as it is to 
read, the account of Jephthah in Judges 12 underscores this issue. This troubling passage 
highlights Jephthah’s fidelity to the Lord even at the cost of his daughter. I remind you Jephthah 
is named in Hebrews 11 among the faithful we should emulate.   

Jesus moves past the swearing of oaths, to make the point that his people should only need 
to answer ‘yes or no’ with no additional swearing necessary to prove the worth of their word. 
Swearing in essence is a way to say whatever you think of my word this time because I am 
swearing, I will be truthful,or I will follow through on what I have just said. God wants us to be 
truthful and follow through always as a matter of course of life. 

Our word should be our bond, nothing additional necessary. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Can people count on me? The Spirit is probing my integrity as a man who follows through 

on what I have spoken. 
Interestingly, just after I finished this devotional time, I realized I make a mistake and 

promised the ability to use  the church to a group when there was another group already using 
it. Yikes, I double booked the same room. I realized that I needed to take ownership of this 
mistake. Integrity to my word necessitated, in this case, that I admit I was human and made a 
mistake and own that. Ah, the Holy Spirit works in interesting ways.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



Within the body of believers and in our dealing with people outside of the church, God’s 
people should be men and women and an organization who follows through when it gives its 
word on some matter.  

 
 

Saturday, February 11: Matthew 5:38-42 NIV2011  
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not 

resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 
40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone 
forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not 
turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

You have heard the OT Scriptures, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I say to you, don’t 
resist the evil person. If someone slaps your right cheek, turn and offer him the left also. If a 
person sues you for your shirt, give them your coat also. If anyone makes you walk a mile, walk 
two miles with them. When someone asks you for something give it to them and if someone 
want to borrow something from you, lend it. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The OT taught that when a person did an evil against us, we could exact the same 
punishment from them, eye for an eye. Jesus turns this one on its head, saying grace, mercy, 
and generosity should be our way of living not getting what we deserve from others. Then Jesus 
applies it to when an evil person comes after us. ‘Don’t resist’ is Jesus’ word. Jesus continues, if 
someone insults us (slap on the right cheek) don’t take revenge, instead offer the other cheek. 
When sued t give what is asked and add more. When a soldier forces you to carry their gear 
one mile (a Roman law), go a second as a gift. And finally, be generous when someone asks for 
something.. Big picture, offer grace and mercy instead of demanding what you are owed.  

Jesus’ word is a radical shift from the way we humans generally live, eye for an eye or get 
what you deserve… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The obvious application of this text is how I should react when someone treats me harshly. 
But as I was pondering Jesus’ words I also wondered if it wasn’t additionally a call to us NOT to 
treat others harshly when we hold the dominant position? 

So, this morning as I sit before this passage, I am asking myself how I react when others are 
harsh toward me.  I am also asking myself if I am harsh toward others when I have opportunity? 
I know I can be spiteful in thought, if not in action, Oh Lord, sin and selfishness continues to 
have such a hold on me… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This passage  challenges how we live… The church, it seems, should be generous, grace-
filled and merciful in its dealings with the community and individuals of the community.  



I am recalling a memory from years past, a church in our community that was known for 
having a very nice facility, always maintained in pristine condition. A disastrous tornado ripped 
through the community. The church was unharmed and opened  its doors for disaster relief. 
Truckloads of goods were dropped off. Church members sorted and organized the clothing etc. 
and bedraggled people from the community came through taking what they needed. For those 
weeks the church was anything but pristine, but they served the community well. It seems to 
me this church, in a small way, exemplified Jesus’ teaching. 

 
 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

