
The Weekly Word 
January 30-February 5, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: Matthew’s Gospel continues to unfold. This week we continue reading 

in chapter 5 and finish the remaining Beatitudes. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy 
reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, January 30, 2023: Matthew 5:8 NIV2011 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,  

for they will see God.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
How fortunate are those who are pure in heart, they will see God. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

To be pure in heart… to be without guile and without ulterior motives. To be pure in heart is 
to be significantly transformed by the Lord so that God’s will is our delight and joy and so that 
God’s way of living is what we seek. 

People who are pure in heart are fortunate because they will see God. Remember 
throughout the OT to see God meant death. Humans couldn’t see God but the pure of heart 
can and will see God. I don’t believe this is only a future ‘will see God’ but a present ‘will see 
God.’ They will see and know God intimately here in this life. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Already these Beatitudes have revealed my mixed motives. Again, this happens. Am I pure 
in heart? Well, I certainly am not Ivory Soap pure (99.9%)  in this regard! In fact, I wouldn’t even 
hazard a numerical guess at my purity.Lord, I clearly need help to strain out the impurities in my 
life! 

Please, Lord, create a clean heart in me… 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Ugh… what a high ideal for the people of God. Pure of heart, I wish that were true of us… 
 
 

Tuesday, January 31: Matthew 5:9 NIV2011 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,  

for they will be called children of God.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/


How fortunate are people who work toward peace; they are called ‘children of God’. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This Beatitude extends a blessing to people who work for peace. The Lord wants His people 
-all people- to live at peace. Sadly, the fall in Genesis 3 corrupted human nature introducing 
discord, hatred, and the like into the human existence. People who work for peace in their 
sphere of influence help restore God’s intent for humanity. For this God grants them the right 
to His name. God loves peace among people. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My thoughts go in two directions. First, the Spirit is probing me to see if I am a person who 
stirs up controversy. God does not appreciate when I make comments that stir people and raise 
their blood pressure. Second, even if I can curb this antagonistic trait, the Spirit pushes me 
further into compliance with God’s Word, asking if I am a peace maker… a person who helps 
repair breaks.  

It is one thing not to cause pain; it is another to sow peace. God is pressing me to do the 
latter as well as the former. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

There is so much pain and discord in the world… sin has a tight grip on us humans. This 
Beatitude pushes the church to put our energies into disrupting discord by sowing peace. Do 
we truly live this way???  

 
 

Wednesday, February 1: Matthew 5:10 NIV2011 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
How fortunate are those who are persecuted for their godly right living; God grants them 

the kingdom of heaven. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

It felt strange using the same formula for this Beatitude as the others. It was difficult to 
write that being persecuted for living as God wants people to live is a fortunate situation. But to 
be fair with this Beatitude that is precisely how I must write it out. (I believe this is a similar 
reality for people who translate the word ‘blessed’ or ‘happy.’) 

From a human perspective it doesn’t seem that persecution is fortunate. But that is how 
Paul understood it as well (see Philippians 3:10 for example). This Beatitude certainly turns our 
thinking upside down. 

I don’t think God is asking us to invite persecution to come our way. But when it does, 
because we are living as God wants, God grants us access into His kingdom.  



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I cannot with honesty pinpoint any real persecution I have face because I live for Jesus. This 
spawns the question: is that because God has been gracious to me and spared me the suffering 
of persecution or am I not living faithfully to the point where my life threatens others who then 
turn to persecute me? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

For many in God’s family, persecution is a way of life. Some regimes are anti-Christian and 
crack down hard on believers. These brothers and sisters know the true blessing of this verse 
and I suspect it speaks loudly to them. I don’t think that those of us who have not been 
persecuted for our faith understand this Beatitude.  

 
 

Thursday, February 2: Matthew 5:11-12 NIV2011 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Persecution must have been a major reality because Matthew adds another Beatitude that 
covers similar territory as yesterday’s verse… 

How fortunate are you when people insult you, persecute you,  speak falsehoods, and other 
evil against you because of Me (i.e., because of your faith in Jesus). Rejoice and be glad because 
you now have a great reward in heaven. Remember that is the same way people persecuted 
and treated the prophets before you.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Jesus ups the ante… yes, He is speaking about persecution but now Jesus addresses a 
number of actions that may fall short of full-on life-threatening persecution but still make one’s 
life miserable. Actions like insulting you, lying about you, and other evil speech against you 
because of your faith in Jesus. When these kinds of things happen to us, we can rejoice. 
Matthew uses two synonyms which both can be translated ‘rejoice, be overjoyed and be glad.’ 
The doublet is an emphatic statement regarding our ability to be filled with joy because God 
has granted us great reward in heaven. Again, note emphatic wording ‘great’ reward.  

As with yesterday’s Beatitude, this Beatitude cuts against the way we think in our world. I 
know no one who grows glad when insults and other things Jesus mentions comes our way. But 
in God’ economy and kingdom these actions against us bring godly rewards. Hear this, followers 
of Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Apparently, I live a sheltered life compared to the recipients of Matthew’s gospel. I do not 
routinely face these actions… This causes me to wonder if I am not living as faithfully as I should 



be living. But knowing things can change on a dime, I need to listen and take to heart this text… 
reminding myself that faithfully following Jesus carries risk, even in my country. And should I 
begin to face some of these persecutions… I need to have planted this verse in my heart so that 
it will instruct me, should circumstances change.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Since the Greek word ‘you’ can be both singular and plural (y’all), what is said in this 
passage could be spoken to God’ people, the church. And God’s people could be local 
expressions of the church or the capital ‘C’ Church in a country or region of the world.  

The take home is that living for Jesus could cause people to be against us and when/if that 
happens, we should recognize we are fortunate as we bear in our bodies the insults Christ our 
Savior bore. 

This is radical thinking… and requires deep faith and trust in the Lord. 
 
 

Friday, February 3: Matthew 5:13-16 NIV2011 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.  
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Following the Beatitudes Jesus begins teaching on numerous topics. His “Sermon on the 
Mount” goes through chapter 7. 

You are the salt of the earth. When salt loses it essential properties, it can’t be restored. 
Then it is worthless, its only value is to be thrown into the streets and walked on. 

You are light for the world. A town high on a hill cannot hide. And people don’t light a lamp 
and then cover it with a bowl. No, they put it on a table, so it gives light throughout the house. 
Similarly, let your light shine so others can see it, let them see your good deeds and glorify your 
heavenly Father. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

According to this word from Jesus, those who follow Him are placed in the world to shine 
light -Jesus’ light. We are placed in the world to be salt, to flavor, preserve and enhance the 
world. As we act as salt or shine Jesus’ light people will see us and recognize God in us and 
praise God when they see our acts of love and good deeds. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Do I live so that that deeds I do for and with Jesus are accomplished in a manner that when 
they are seen by others, those who see my deeds might glorify God… not me. Is this so for me, 
Lord? 



 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church should be God’s community preserving and flavoring the world and shining 
God’s light in the world by the way we live and the deeds we do that point to God as the source 
of life and love. 

 
 

Saturday, February 4: Matthew 5:17-20 NIV2011  
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Don’t get the wrong idea listening to me, I have not come to abolish the Law and Prophets; I 
have come to fulfill them. Make note of this, until heaven and earth disappear not a comma or 
period will disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. This means anyone who 
sets aside the smallest of commands and teaches other people to do the same will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven. Conversely whoever practices and teaches people all 
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. I tell you, unless your right living 
surpasses the living of the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law, you will not enter God’s kingdom. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

God’s commands continue to stand; to tamper with God’s law even in the slightest is to 
garner God’s rebuke and sanction.  

This passage also affirms that Jesus is the fulfillment of the OT Law and Prophets.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Do I pay attention to, live, and teach God’s law in its entirety? Anything less is 

unfaithfulness to the Lord. Lord, scan my heart and life and remove from me all areas of sin and 
selfishness. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

God’s Word, rightly understood, is the basis of life and teaching for the people of God. 
Individually and corporately, we are to follow God’s Word as if our life depends on it. Church, 
remember this and hold on to this… 

 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 –Sunday Worship 



 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

