
The Weekly Word 
January 23-29, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: Matthew’s Gospel continues to unfold. This week we read chapters 4-5. 

I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, January 23, 2023: Matthew 4:23-25 NIV2011 
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news 

of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about him 
spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those 
suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he 
healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region 
across the Jordan followed him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Realizing that Jesus just called disciples to travel with Him, it is helpful to remember not 
only that is Jesus doing these things, but that He is doing them in front of His newly called 
disciples. This is one of the first training lessons for the disciples… 

Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in synagogues, telling everyone the Good News 
of God’s kingdom, and healing all the diseases and sickness that the people had. News about 
Jesus spread all around Syria. People brought everyone to Jesus  who was sick -various diseases, 
severe pain, demon possessed, people with seizures, paralyzed- and Jesus healed them all. 
Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and even the region across the 
Jordan followed Jesus.   

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The core of Jesus’ ministry is teaching, proclaiming, and demonstrating the in-breaking of 
God’s kingdom and message. It seems that Jesus’ 3-legged stool is the important element for us 
to know from this passage. 

Teaching is generally time spent with people who are on-board already or at least very 
willing to investigate deeply the message being taught. 

Proclaiming seems to be a more general announcement of core truths often geared to 
those not in the fold hoping to invite them in so they can be taught. 

Demonstration of the spiritual power of the faith is the third leg. 
For Christians these 3 legs are still important if we are to be faithful to Jesus. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
My calling is primarily with the teaching leg of the stool. I pray I have been faithful to my 

calling… 



 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, we must learn to stand on the 3 legs of ministry that Jesus demonstrated…! 
 
 

Tuesday, January 24: Matthew 5:1-3 NIV2011 
5:1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 

disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He said:  
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
As we begin chapter 5, we begin reading one of five teaching panels found in the Gospel of 

Matthew. Matthew clearly crafted these five teaching panels collecting Jesus’ teaching material 
on five themes. It is as if Matthew drew together these teaching panels to form the basis of a 
catechism or discipleship class for the early church to use to fashion believers into disciples. 

I am choosing to make a slow walk through the Beatitudes so that I can spend time with 
each one…  

Now Jesus saw the crowds following Him, so He went up on a mountains side and sat down. 
His disciples came to Him, and He began teaching: 

How fortunate are people who are poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

A few notes on vv1-2. By sitting Jesus is assuming the posture of the teacher. At that signal 
His disciples come to learn from their Rabbi.  

The opening word of each Beatitude is often translated ‘blessed.’ A possible translation 
indeed as long as one does not mentally associate it with being ‘blessed by God.’ To be blessed 
by God is a different Greek word entirely. Happy is another favorite translation. Again, this 
translation is possible, but it doesn’t refer to the emotional state of happiness we generally 
associate with the word. Rather it is happiness as a condition of life. I choose to use the word 
‘fortunate’, believing it is a clearer English word to translating the meaning… 

People who understand their poverty (their need, their lack) are fortunate (blessed and 
happy) because they receive God’s kingdom. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

When I believe I have it all I am 180-degrees from the place I should be. It is when I 
understand my lack, my need, my poverty that I am fortunate because then I can see and 
receive God’s kingdom gift. When I understand my lack my hands are open, I can receive from 
God. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

People of God, our truest blessing is when we recognize our poverty (both physically and 
spiritually). It is then that we are open to receiving God’s presence and kingdom.  



 
 

Wednesday, January 25: Matthew 5:4 NIV2011 
4 Blessed are those who mourn,  

for they will be comforted.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
How fortunate are people who mourn because they will be comforted. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Understanding the verse to be stating how fortunate (blessed) people are when they mourn 
fires some new thoughts in my mind. Some people don’t allow themselves to mourn. These 
people miss out on the comfort others can bring to them. They miss out because people don’t 
know they are hurting and mourning. But people who allow themselves to truly mourn will find 
that others who empathize with their mourning will offer comfort and help… such is the 
teaching and blessing of this beatitude.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This Beatitude reminds me that showing true feelings, like mourning, is a good thing. And 
one of the benefits is that people notice and sense our pain and then seek to help and comfort 
us. God’s question to me is, “Bill, are you willing to be transparent and real with people 
allowing them to see what  you are feeling and experiencing?”  

Good question, Lord. I need your help, Lord, to grow to become more transparent and real 
with others… at least people I deem to be safe and loving people. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This passage emphasizes the opportunity we, as God’s people, have by allowing ourselves 
to be real and transparent with others in God’s family. 

 
 

Thursday, January 26: Matthew 5:5 NIV2011 
5 Blessed are the meek,  

for they will inherit the earth.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
How fortunate are meek people, they will inherit the earth. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This beatitude cuts against the grain of how many people in the modern world choose to 
live. Our world seems to cultivate hard-edged people who will work and claw toward success 
and advancement. Talking with a recent graduate of an Ivy League level school, they explained 
that students at the school were cutthroat. Many wouldn’t help a fellow student if the friend 



were struggling with a subject, some would even go so far as to sabotage assignments and 
projects of others so they would do better. Oh my, what a sad description of college!!! What 
kind of workforce are we training??? 

Against the backdrop of claw-your-way-ahead, get a head no matter who you have to walk 
over, rage, anger, hate speech, comes this Beatitude from Jesus. 

To understand meekness a look at its antonyms might help. Antonyms of meek are rough, 
hard, violent, angry / anger, aggression, contentiousness, maliciousness. Meek people are 
gentle, considerate, helpful, caring people.  

According to Jesus these people, meek people, will inherit the earth. Maybe this is a simple 
as recognizing meek people won’t blow the world up in their anger, aggression, warring 
madness. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I recall that one of the Fruit of the Spirit is gentleness… the word used by Paul in Galatians is 
the adjective form of the word Jesus used for meek.  

I think I need to work on gentleness…  
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Jesus lauds the posture of meekness, gentleness. This runs counter to our in-breed human 

nature. Yet this trait will inherit the earth. As a collective do, we, God’s church, model 
meekness? Too often not… .  

 
 

Friday, January 27: Matthew 5:6 NIV2011 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

for they will be filled.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
How fortunate are those who hunger and thirst for living right with God; they will be filled. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Hungering and thirsting are strong word pictures painting the understanding that people 
who long, as a first desire of life, for living rightly in God’s eyes. When we hunger and thirst, we 
will do almost anything to satiate our hunger or thirst. It is a craving. It drives us… Jesus is 
saying that people driven to live righteously will be filled, in other words their hearts’ desire will 
be filled.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The critical question for me is, “Do I truly hunger and thirst to live all out for the Lord?” 
Honestly, I have more mixed motives in my life. I don’t think I can honestly say I hunger and 
thirst for living for the Lord so I cannot assume I will be filled. 

I have much to work on in my life to grow to be like Jesus. 
 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
This is a high ideal for communities of faith. If I as an individual I have mixed motives, then 

mixed motives multiply as people like me -regular humans- join the community. So, this is a tall 
order for communities of faith. I am reminded how the sin of Achan in the OT created dire 
consequences for the whole people of Israel (see Joshua 17). 

 
 

Saturday, January 28: Matthew 5:7 NIV2011  
7 Blessed are the merciful,  

for they will be shown mercy.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
How fortunate are people who show mercy to others; they will receive mercy from others. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Mercy begets mercy. People who show mercy receive mercy. A simple truth to state, harder 
to live out. Fortunately, we can all cultivate a merciful attitude… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Cultivate mercy, Bill. Cultivate mercy. This is God’s gift to you.  
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
This passage challenges us, as God’s people, to cultivate mercy… cultivate the art of caring 

for other people. This is a challenge because it calls us to set aside self so that we can put 
others first.  

 
 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

