
The Weekly Word 
January 16-22, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: Matthew’s Gospel continues to unfold. This week we read chapters 3-4. 

I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, January 16, 2023: Matthew 3:13-17 NIV2011 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to 

deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then John consented.  
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  

, 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Today we meet the adult Jesus for the first time in the Gospel… 
Jesus came from Galilee to John to be baptized. John tried to stop Him saying, “I should be 

baptized by You, not me baptizing You”. 
Jesus replied, “No, it’s good for me to be baptized by you and fulfill all righteousness.” John 

agreed. 
Immediately as Jesus came up out of the water, heaven opened, and the Spirit of God 

descended on Him like a dove and alighting  on him. A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 

believers every where in the world.) 
Jesus submitted to baptism by John showing He was seeking righteousness and true 

connection with God like the many people who went out to John drawn by the Father.  
At His baptism God blessed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and declared His pleasure and delight 

in Jesus in an audible voice. God’s words to Jesus confirms His sonship, an important element of 
His identity. And apparently through the audible word, Jesus’ sonship was declared to the world 
by the Father. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The concept of sonship hits me… According to Romans 8 all believers have been brought 
into sonship through faith in Jesus. What a gift! What a wonderful gift from God my Father!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



This declaration of Jesus’ identity reminds the church that we serve God’s one and only 
eternal Son, Jesus. And like Jesus we too should submit to the Father’s will in everything. 

 
 

Tuesday, January 17: Matthew 4:1-4 NIV2011 
4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted v by the devil. 2 After 

fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

The first action of Jesus following His baptism is to follow the lead of the Spirit into the 
desert where the metal of His obedience will be tested. I decided to spend time with each 
individual test as I read this week… 

Then the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness where the devil was waiting to test Him. For 
forty days and nights Jesus fasted. He was hungry. Then the devil appeared to him and said, “If 
you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  

Jesus replied, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The simple meaning of this test is that for a human being to live the life God has for us,  the 
Word of God is as important to life as is food.  

Beyond the meaning, I feel that this passage deserves some additional pondering to wring 
out its truth and example.  

First observation, Jesus obediently follows the lead of the Spirit into the wilderness, into a 
trial. (the wilderness is regularly a place of testing for the Israelites). In doing this Jesus models 
for His disciples what it means to be a Spirit-filled believer. Obedience to God the Holy Spirit is 
crucial for disciples.  

Two, obedience unto pain. It is easy to read past the fact that Jesus fasted day and night. 
(Often middle eastern fast are daytime only. For example, Muslims during Ramadan fast during 
the day but eat a meal at night). Jesus’ testing comes after an absolute fast, no food for 40 
days. Matthew underscores this with the line, he was hungry. Fasting has never played a large 
part in my walk with the Lord. Needless to say, I have never come close to a 40-day absolute 
fast. I don’t believe Jesus’ fast is an example every believer must follow but it reveals Jesus’ 
absolute dedication to the Father and to following the lead of the Holy Spirit. And absolute 
dedication to the Lord is the goal for each of us who call ourselves a disciple of Jesus. 

Three, the devil attacks when we are down, when we are at our weakest, when we are most 
vulnerable. Playing to Jesus’ identity (remember what God said to him coming out of the waters 
of baptism, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”) the devil baits Jesus to 
use his godly power to transform stones into bread to satisfy His burning hunger. Fully God, 
Jesus set aside (Philippians 2) His divine-self, living as a Spirit-empowered human so that we 



might relate to Him and have an example for how we can live as Spirit-empowered disciples. To 
have performed this selfish miracle would have been the first step toward denying the cross. 
Jesus would not do this. Instead, He counters His tempter, citing scripture of Deuteronomy 8:3. 

Four, our best defense against the whiles of the devil is a firm grasp of God’s Word. Don’t 
miss the fact that what Jesus does by answering the devil with Scripture is lived out in the 
scripture verse He quotes to the devil. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Today’s few verses have several touch stones with my life. Highest on the list is the 
question, “Is God’s Word embedded in my life as it should be as a believer in Jesus”? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Every one of the four elements I discuss about have applications to us, God’s people. The 
base layer is the place of God’s Word among God’s people. One unique gift God has given us, 
His people, is His written Word. We MUST treat it as food for our lives. Without regular 
ingestion of God’s Word His people will not survive. Ingestion suggests that we wring all the 
nutrients out of it. We don’t simply sniff the aroma of God’s Word, we ingest it. And we don’t 
eat only morsels, we dine regularly, daily, on the Word ingesting it. As the Israelites survived on 
Manna during their wilderness wanderings eating it daily so we as believers survive because we 
dine on God’s Word daily.  

 
 

Wednesday, January 18: Matthew 4:5-7 NIV2011 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:  
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,  

and they will lift you up in their hands,  
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
Temptation #2 from the devil; a temptation to test God… 
Then the devil took Jesus to the highest point in the holy city the temple and baited Jesus to 

throw Himself down, citing the Scripture:  
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,  

and they will lift you up in their hands,  
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  

Jesus answered, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.)" 

A temptation we all feel, and face is the temptation to put God to the test, “God, I’ll do X as 
long as you do Y.” In statements like this we will act once God proves Himself. But God doesn’t 
need to prove Himself to us… God is after all God. We are creation and we are subservient to 



the Lord who made us! According to the verse, Jesus’ response to test God is sin on our part. 
We are to live by faith and faith doesn’t require proof from God. 

In this challenge we see Jesus gaining victory once again over the temptations of the devil. 
Jesus’ primary weapon is the right use of Scripture. And the temptation itself reminds us that 
when we test, we sin. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Will I live by faith? Last weekend Lisa, a pastor at my church, preached a strong sermon on 
Hebrews 11 and living by faith. That sermon coupled with this passage is raising the ante. God is 
plying me to live by faith in all my decisions… 

Oh Lord, may I be found faithful by You.  
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
The church walks a fine line between believing God for a miracle and demanding of God a 

miracle. Believing and trusting God for His interventions and miracles in life is one thing… it is a 
good thing, a faith-filled thing. BUT if it tips over into demanding a miracle or refuSal to act 
unless we receive a miracle then we have ventured off the cliff into sin because scripture 
teaches us, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

 
 

Thursday, January 19: Matthew 4:8-11 NIV2011 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.”  

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him only.’”  

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
For a third time the devil tempts Jesus. This is the devil’s most blatant temptation… 
Next the devil took Jesus to a high mountain peak where he could see the whole world with 

all its kingdoms, diversity, and splendor. There he said, “I will give you everything in the world, 
if you will bow down and worship me.” 

Jesus responded, “Get away from me, Satan. God’s word says, ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him only.’” 

Immediately the devil left Him; angels arrived and attended to Jesus. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Possibly the most pervasive temptation we all face is the desire for power and acclaim, to 
be top dog, the one who answers to no one. Our world is filled with people vying to be on top. 
Whether it is children playing and they ‘battle’ to see whose game everyone will play, or it’s the 
‘battle’ to be speaker of the house… the desire for supremacy seems baked into human DNA 
since Eve and Adam ate the fruit that the serpent (devil) said would make them to be like God.* 



The devil’s final temptation is to offer everything to Jesus, all He has to do is worship the devil. 
So much classical literature is filled will stories about people and how far they will go to get 
what they want. Will they capitulate and sell their soul or not? And the pages of history are 
littered with attempts to seize kingdoms, gain control, and be the one in charge.  

Faced with this temptation like no one else, Jesus categorically declares, “No, be gone.” 
God’s Word directs humanity to worship God and God alone. 

By being victorious in this temptation Jesus shows us that we do not have to give into our 
base-instincts for power. With the Spirit upon us we can rise above the need for power and 
surrender to God (check out Philippians 2) and live with true humility. 

*Genesis 3:15, to EVE the serpent said, “For God knows that when you eat from 
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
A series of question flood my thoughts, “Bill, are you okay with being 2nd or 3rd fiddle?” “Bill, 

can you let other people get the credit?” “Bill, are you willing to lift others up, even above 
yourself?” “Can you loose and still have fun?”. The questions multiply, “Am I willing to forgo 
power, notoriety, fame, etc. and just be a child of my Father in Heaven”? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The subtle and not-so-subtle desire for fame and power and prestige is a constant 
temptation for God’s people. And it comes in many hues and shades…the desire to be ‘the’ 
church in a community… to be right even if it means tearing down others. God’s people, the 
church, needs to resist this temptation with every fiber of our being. Humility and selflessness 
are the way of the Master Jesus. 

 
 

Friday, January 20: Matthew 4:12-17 NIV2011 
12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving 

Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and 
Naphtali—14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:  

15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,  
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,  
Galilee of the Gentiles—  

16 the people living in darkness  
have seen a great light;  

on those living in the land of the shadow of death  
a light has dawned.” n  

17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

With today’s reading the ministry of Jesus begins in earnest… by preaching… 



Jesus heard that John was put in prison, so he withdrew to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth Jesus 
went to Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali. This fulfills the 
word of Isaiah the prophet:  

15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,  
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,  
Galilee of the Gentiles—  

16 the people living in darkness  
have seen a great light;  

on those living in the land of the shadow of death  
a light has dawned.” n  

Starting in Capernaum Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Again, the life and ministry of Jesus fulfills OT prophecy. Matthew writing to Jews points this 
out at every turn, letting his readers know that Jesus is fulfilling God’s plan and God’s Word. 
After establishing that Jesus fulfills God’s OT Word, Matthew summarizes the preaching of 
Jesus in a single sentence, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  

Looking at that sentence… it begins, “Repent.” Repent means to turn around, to change 
direction, to move in the opposite direction. To repent, one must first acknowledge that you 
are moving in the wrong direction. Repentance begins with the admission that something is 
wrong and needs to be corrected. Then after facing that we have things which need to change, 
repentance suggests that we are willing and ready to make the changes required. Spiritually, it 
means that our lives are not how God wants them to be (we are sinning) and we need to make 
changes to bring our lives in line with God’s will and way. 

Next Jesus follows with “the kingdom of God is near.” It seems that Jesus is saying that 
God’s new order, God’s kingdom, is about to come. (I understand the proximity language to 
refer to time rather than space, although the physical proximity of Jesus -the embodiment of 
God’s kingdom- is not lost on readers as well.)  

And there you have the preaching of Jesus. Change your lives because God’s reign is close at 
hand.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The idea of repentance continues to circulate in my mind. Yes, I have made the initial 
repentance and accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior. It is not this idea of repentance that is 
circulating in my thoughts; instead, it is the daily sense of the action. Lord, where do I need to 
change my living so that my life better conforms to the way You, O Lord, want me to live? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Repentance is an initial act that brings a person into the kingdom of God. But repentance is 
also a way of living. As a human, with the sin-nature of Adam embedded into the fabric of life, 
we need to constantly be seeking God and asking where we must change in order to conform 
more closely with  our Lord. This is true about the systems we create as humans. So, we the 



church need to constantly be asking where  we need to change the system we have created in 
order to be a more faithful community to You, Lord.  

 
 

Saturday, January 21: Matthew 4:18-22 NIV2011  
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter 

and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 
19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left 
their nets and followed him.  

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 
22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Would Jesus work God’s plan alone? Apparently not. God’s plan was for Him to create a 
band of disciples, calling them to come and learn from Him. Little could they have known that 
He was training them to carry His message, His Gospel, His preaching to the ends of the earth 
(see Matthew 28)… 

Walking down by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers, Simon (Peter) and Andrew. As 
fishermen they were casting nets into the sea. Jesus called out to them, “Come follow me and I 
will send you to fish for people.” They dropped their nets and immediately followed Him. 

Further down the beach Jesus saw another pair of brothers, James and John, sons of 
Zebedee. They were in a boat preparing their fishing nets with their father. Jesus called to them 
as he did Simon and Andrew. Immediately they too left their boat and their father and followed 
Him.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We never know when Jesus will call. The two pairs were called to follow Him while they 
were working. The immediacy of their ‘yes’ to Jesus is an example for all of us. When Jesus calls, 
we have a decision to make. Follow Him and our lives will change forever.  

The call of Jesus requires us to decide to put Jesus first. In the case of these two pairs, it 
meant leaving the family business and apparently their family as well. To leave family may not 
be the call for everyone, but there is a sense that the call of Jesus will cost. Are we willing to pay 
the cost?… the text asks of everyone who takes seriously the call of the Gospel.  

Jesus’ words to Simon and Andrew provide us with a sense of what we are called to do. The 
call of Jesus is to call others to faith. We are to call others, how the others respond is up to 
them.  

It takes learned skills to fish. and it takes skills to call others well, which can also be learned.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Am I executing Jesus’ call to fish for people well? Am I a good follower and have I done and 

am I doing the things Jesus wants me to do? This will take some pondering to answer truthfully. 
 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
We, the people of God, need to continue to issue Jesus’ call to others in our world. As we 

have been called so we should call others. The purpose of God’s people is to carry on the work 
of Jesus, to fish for others to come to follow Jesus, and to invite/call other people to come 
follow Jesus. 

Question… How do we gear the activities of the church to accomplish this most basic of 
purposes?  

 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

