
The Weekly Word 
January 9-15, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: Matthew’s Gospel continues to unfold. This week we read chapters 2-3. 

I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, January 9, 2023: Matthew 2:7-12 NIV2011 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon 
as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”  

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw 
the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

A king of the Jews born in Herod’s kingdom, so Herod does his homework… 
Quietly, Herod sent for the Magi and learned from them when the star appeared in the sky. 

The he sent them off to Bethlehem saying, “Search for the Child and when you find Him send 
me word where He is so that I can go and worship hHim as well.” 

The Magi left Herod and continued their journey. The star they had seen in the sky went 
ahead of them and led them to the child. Coming to the house they found the Child and His 
mother, Mary. They bowed to the ground and worshipped him. Then they presented Him with 
treasures they brought, gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. God warned them in a dream not 
to report back to Herod, so they returned home by another route. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

In this passage we see the shrewdness of Herod and the sovereignty of God. 
The Magi, representing the pagan world, follow the star and find the baby Jesus. When they 

find Him, they immediately bow and worship Him (indicating the global nature of Jesus’ coming 
and the appropriate human response Jesus, who has already been identified as God’s Messiah, 
the son of David and king of the Jews).  

It is important to notice that by the time of the Magi visit Jesus He is referred to as a child 
and the holy family is living in a house.  

Ever wonder what the holy family did with the extravagant gifts given to them by the Magi? 
No one can say for certain, but I suspect that the gifts help finance the trip we will read about 
tomorrow. 



Through this entire account the sovereignty of God is on display…  

 The OT prophecies which are being fulfilled.  

 The gift of the Messiah whose life and ministry will unfold throughout the Gospel  

 The direction given to Joseph in a dream and now again the direction given to the 
Magi not to return to Herod.  

In all of this God’s sovereign hand is at work. And God’s sovereign hand continues to this day. 
This is yet another teaching from these passages. 
 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As I watch God’s hand at work in the birth accounts, I am drawn to remember times, places, 
and events where I too saw God’s hand at work in my life and the lives of loved ones and 
churches of which I have been part.. God remains sovereign!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As God cared for and protects is Son Jesus, so God will protect and care for the church 
founded in his Son’s name. 

 
 

Tuesday, January 10: Matthew 2:13-15 NIV2011 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he 

said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 
going to search for the child to kill him.”  

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he 
stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” n  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

The angel of the Lord continues to play a critical role in Matthew’s birth narrative… 
After the Magi left, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph saying, “Wake up 

and leave. Take your family and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you it is safe. Herod is 
going to try and kill your boy.  

Joseph immediately obeyed. He woke in the middle of the night and took Mary and Jesus 
and left for Egypt. He stayed in Egypt until Herod’s death. Thus, the words of the prophet were 
fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

First, God saved the boy Jesus by secretly sending Him to Egypt. God’s providential care for 
Jesus is in plain view. No strategy of the enemy will prevail against the Lord! I am reminded 
about the gifts of the Magi and again I wonder if they weren’t God’s way of providing for the 
Holy Family for their escape to Egypt and life in Egypt. Would a simple carpenter already 
displaced from his home and business due to the census have the financial resources to travel 
to and then live in a foreign land? I don’t think so. Oh, how God takes care of His people and 
provides for His will to be done!!! 



For believers, obedience is our calling. Like Joseph we need to act when God directs. 
God speaks, sometimes through angelic dreams, sometimes in a nudge or moment of 

inspiration, sometimes through scripture or even a friend. Yes, God speaks and still speaks 
today.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me Joseph’s obedience is highlighted by the Lord. The Lord is reminding me that my 
daily obedience to His will and way is crucial for me as a child of the Lord.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Placing God’s will above convenience is crucial for the church if we are going to be God’s 
agents in this world.  

 
 

Wednesday, January 11: Matthew 2:16-18 NIV2011 
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave 

orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in 
accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the 
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,  
weeping and great mourning,  

Rachel weeping for her children  
and refusing to be comforted,  
because they are no more.” q  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Herod’s paranoia goes on a rampage… 
Herod eventually realized that he had been double crossed by the Magi. He was furious and 

gave orders to kill all the boys 2 years old and younger in and around Bethlehem.. The age was 
chosen because of the information the Magi gave him. This fulfilled the words of Jeremiah the 
prophet: 

A voice is heard in Ramah,  
weeping and great mourning,  

Rachel weeping for her children  
and refusing to be comforted,  

because they are no more.”  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Today we learn the urgency of the angel’s message to Joseph and why Joseph woke his 
family in the middle of the night to set off for Egypt. Even though things are moving very 
quickly, God is in control. God’s timing is perfect, and His will, will be fulfilled. 

Even a raging despot cannot thwart God’s plan. It is interesting to see that God had 
predicted all of this centuries prior through His prophets.  



God is in control. 
Secondly, we learn that the Magi likely arrived quite a while after Jesus was born. Herod 

killing boys 2 years old and younger suggests that Jesus could be as old as 2 when the flight to 
Egypt happens. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

It is truly sad that many young boys were murdered by a despotic king. As horrible as this is 
-how horrible we humans can be- God remains in control. 

I don’t understand why God allows terrible things like the killing of innocent boys in 
Bethlehem but understanding that God’s plans are not destroyed in the process bring comfort 
to me as I watch the news filled with many horrors today. God still reigns despite human sin 
and pension for committing evil acts. I can rest in God’s will…  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

God remains on the throne. Human vileness will not undo God’s plan of salvation. Today’s 
reading also underscores our need to obey the Lord as He directs us… 

 
 

Thursday, January 12: Matthew 2:19-23 NIV2011 
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to 
take the child’s life are dead.”  

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and 
lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he 
would be called a Nazarene.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

The saga of early life of Jesus continues. The angel of the Lord continues to figure 
prominently… 

After Herod died the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph who was still in Egypt instructing 
him, “take your family and return to Israel, those trying to kill Jesus are dead.” 

So, Joseph obeyed and returned to Israel with his family. When he learned the Archelaus, 
son of Herod, reigned on his father’s throne, Joseph was afraid to return to Judea. After being 
warned in a dream, Joseph took his family to Nazareth in Galilee. This fulfilled the prophet who 
said that the messiah would be a Nazarene. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We learned how Jesus came to be raised in Nazareth and how that fulfilled a prophetic 
utterance. We continue to see Joseph’s impeccable obedience to God as he continues to follow 
the direction of the angel of the Lord without question.  

 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
My heart continues to resonate with Joseph and his obedience. What a man of faith Joseph 

is. Certainly, Joseph is a person of faith to be emulated.  
My middle name is Joseph, named for my father. I believe ultimately Joseph, Jesus’ earthly 

father, was the person for whom my father was named. All of this causes me to wonder if I am 
worthy of carrying Joseph’s name. Am I faithful like Joseph? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I find it a struggle to find application from this passage for the corporate body of Christ. 
Obedience is the one word that seems to grow from this passage. 

 
 

Friday, January 13: Matthew 3:1-6 NIV2011 
3:1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the 
prophet Isaiah:  

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,  
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

make straight paths for him.’ ” b  
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the 
whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Years slip by between yesterdays and today’s reading. John the Baptist is a new character in 
Matthew’s Gospel. He arrives with no context… 

John the Baptist showed up in the Judean wilderness preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.”  John was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,  
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  
make straight paths for him.’ ” 
John clothes were made of camel hair tied with a leather belt. His simple diet consisted of 

honey and locusts. People from all over, Jerusalem, all Judea, and the region of the Jordan 
come to him confessing sins and being baptized in the Jordan River. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Matthew continues to make clear that the story of Jesus is a fulfillment of OT prophecies. 
For Jews, Jesus is connected to their heritage and their faith.  

Given the extent of John’s influence, Jerusalem, all Judea, and the region of the Jordan, 
underscores how God is at work. How else can we explain why so many people in such a wide 
swath of countryside came out to see an obscure and peculiar preacher like John? I am 



reminded of CS Lewis’ line in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe… “Aslan is on the move.” 
God is on the move creating expectation as He prepares people for the coming of His son. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I marvel at how God prepares the ‘soil’ of human hearts to receive His Gospel message. I 
find myself remembering many God-touches in my life, which prepared me to receive the 
Gospel message from a college friend. Strangers handing me tracts… “Happening” into a Bible 
study uninvited. Many more fill my remembrances… God is so good.  

Today the Spirit invites me to marvel at the ways of God. I find myself delighting in the One 
who saved me and all the ways God pursued me before inviting me to receive Jesus as Savior 
and Lord. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The way God sent John ahead of Jesus is a reminder to His people that when God calls us to 
do something, God has likely already been at work preparing the soil so people God has called 
are prepared to respond to Him. So, when God asks us to do something, we can be assured that 
God is at work already preparing hearts and minds to receive Him. 

This is a good word for us to remember and hopefully an encouragement to follow the 
leading of the Lord and do His bidding as He asks… 

 
 

Saturday, January 14: Matthew 3:7-12 NIV2011  
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, 

he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good 
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat 
into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Matthew gives us a taste of John the Baptists ‘preaching.’ Based on this snippet John 
appears to have been a fiery, speak the truth plainly kind of preacher… 

When John saw many Jewish religious leaders -Pharisees and Sadducees- coming to be 
baptized he spoke harshly to them, “You brood of snakes, who warned you to flee God’s 
coming wrath? Make sure you produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And don’t think you 
can rest on your heritage as a child of Abraham. You know God could raise up children of 
Abraham from these rocks. God has already begun chopping down the tree; every tree that 
doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and burned. 



“I baptize with water for repentance. The One after me who is more powerful than me will 
baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. He is holding a winnowing fork and is ready to clear the 
threshing floor separating the wheat and storing it in His barn and burning up the chaff.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

John’s words are a scathing rebuke of the Jewish religious leaders and a warning to all of us 
to be people of integrity… we must live what we believe and do ourselves what we tell others 
to do. Hypocrites are not welcome in God’s kingdom. John’s comment to the Jewish leaders 
provides a word to everyone who will follow Jesus. “Make sure you produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance” hammers John’s point home in one sentence. True repentance will result in 
lives that mirror the repentance we profess. Repentance is not simply saying the right words, it 
involves a true turn around so that the trajectory and manner of life change because of the 
repentance we profess.  

This is a teaching for all time and for all Christ followers. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Am I a man of integrity? Am I living the faith I profess? Can you see my faith in my life and 

actions and my manner of living? 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Living with integrity should be a hallmark of Jesus followers. We should be principled, 

honorable people whose professions and actions fit hand in glove. Certainly, this has 
implications for individual believers butut we mustn’t miss the fact that John spoke his words to 
collectives -Pharisees and Sadducees. As a group, as well as individuals, we need to be 
recognized as people of integrity. Are we, the people of God, known as people who keep our 
word and live by God’s commands to love one another? Is that the collective example we 
project to the world??? 

 
 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

