
The Weekly Word 
January 2-8, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: welcome to 2023! A New Year!!! We will begin this year reading 

Matthew’s Gospel. I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, January 2, 2023: Matthew 1:1-17 NIV2011 
1:1 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham:  
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac,  

Isaac the father of Jacob,  
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,  

 3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,  
Perez the father of Hezron,  
Hezron the father of Ram,  

 4 Ram the father of Amminadab,  
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,  
Nahshon the father of Salmon,  

 5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,  
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,  
Obed the father of Jesse,  

 6 and Jesse the father of King David.  

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,  
 7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam,  

Rehoboam the father of Abijah,  
Abijah the father of Asa,  

 8 Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,  
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram,  
Jehoram the father of Uzziah,  

 9 Uzziah the father of Jotham,  
Jotham the father of Ahaz,  
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,  

 10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,  
Manasseh the father of Amon,  
Amon the father of Josiah,  

 11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.  

12 After the exile to Babylon:  
Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,  
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,  

 13 Zerubbabel the father of Abihud,  



Abihud the father of Eliakim,  
Eliakim the father of Azor,  

 14 Azor the father of Zadok,  
Zadok the father of Akim,  
Akim the father of Elihud,  

 15 Elihud the father of Eleazar,  
Eleazar the father of Matthan,  
Matthan the father of Jacob,  

 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus 
who is called the Messiah.  

17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David 
to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Matthew writes the most Jewish of all the Gospels, including many quotations from the Old 
Testament. The NIV Bible I read from includes this brief description of Matthew’s Gospel, 

Written to a Jewish audience, this Gospel, which means “good news,” links the Old and 
New Testaments. It presents Jesus as the King promised to the Jewish people and frequently 
quotes passages from the Old Testament. Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah who would save the 
people—Jew and Gentile alike. Matthew emphasizes Jesus’ authority and power. 

As I write my version of this passage, I am not going to list all  the “so and so is father of” 
lines. For most of us the list of names is just that, a list naming people we hardly know. Here 
goes… 

This is the genealogy of Jesus, the Messiah, the son of David and Abraham. Abraham was 
the father of Isaac…. (and so on until verse 16). And Jacob as the father of Joseph, the husband 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus, who is God’s Messiah 

And so, there were 14 generations from Abraham to David, and 14 from David to exile and 
14 more from the exile to Jesus the Messiah. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

There is much to unpack in these verses. And even though it is primarily a list of names, 
there are faith elements in these verses. 

Verse one includes 3 descriptors for Jesus: Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. Jesus is called Messiah, a Jewish title for the one God would send to save His people. 
Son of David reveals that Jesus is from the kingly line of David. And as the son of Abraham Jesus 
is a Son of God’s great covenant with His people. Each of these is worthy of greater meditation. 

Five women, Uriah’s wife (namely Bathsheba) Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Mary are named. As 
21st century people it is hard to fathom how significant it is to include women so prominently. 
To name women in a patriarchal world sets a bold tone. Bathsheba’s story reminds us of 
David’s sexual sin. Tamar recalls the illicit sexual indiscretion of Judah, not the finest hour for a 
leading person in God’s family. Rahab is the foreigner who helped the spies in Jericho. Ruth, the 
Moabite daughter-in-law of Naomi, marries Boaz Naomi’s kinsman redeemer. These four 
women are all likely non-Jews establishing Matthew’s interest in the universal importance of 



Jesus’ coming. (Soon we will meet the Magi which adds to this understanding.) Naming these 
women in citing a genealogy provides a glimpse into the redemptive power and desire of the 
Lord, and finally Mary, the wife of Joseph and the biological mother of Jesus.  

On another point which may be troubling for some, Matthew does not include every 
generation in his stylized genealogy of three 14-generation groupings. For example, in the OT 
Jehoram fathered Ahariziah, who fathered Athaliab, who fathered Joash, who fathered 
Amaziah, who fathered Uzziah. To fit his series of 14, Matthew omitted a few names. This may 
be problematic for us, but this was not an issue in Matthew’s day. Matthew’s point that Jesus is 
a direct descendent of David and Abraham remains true. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Jesus is a real person, with a well understood lineage. Jesus is not some made up story by 
‘the early church.’ Jesus is an historical personality who is God’s Messiah and is my Lord. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Hints at the universal scope of Jesus’ ministry will flower throughout this ospel culminating 
in the Great commission of Matthew 28. This is a truth the church can never forget! 

 
 

Tuesday, January 3: Matthew 1:18-19 NIV2011 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 

married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Matthew jumps directly to Jesus’ birth story, which is certainly not the kind of birth that one 
might expect for God’s Messiah. 

Here is Jesus the Messiah’s birth account: Mary His mother was engaged to Joseph but 
before they had a sexual relationship, Mary became pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Joseph, a 
faithful and honorable Jew, wanting to show kindness to Mary intended to divorce her quietly. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

I decided to stop reading today at verse 19 because I wanted to ponder all that is going on.  
Joseph and Mary are betrothed, considered married by everyone in their day, yet they still 

were not living together. I think many of us can understand Joseph dilemma when he discovers 
his betrothed is pregnant. Matthew is quick to point out that Mary is pregnant by the Holy 
Spirit, but this is an after the fact statement written years later. It is important for us to realize 
that there is no way Joseph knew that when he learned she was pregnant.  

Imagine the stigma Joseph faced learning his wife ‘cheated’ behind his back. How honorable 
he is to handle things discreetly. This says a great deal about his character. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



Thinking about Joseph’s character the Lord probes my character… am I honorable like 
Joseph? Do my actions show that I care more for others than myself or my reputation??? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

How do we deal with adverse situations? Do we show the honorable nature of Joseph? The 
account gives us the feeling that Joseph’s initial reaction was to treat Mary honorably. An initial 
reaction like that is the fruit of a life lived honorably. Do we, God’s people the church, project 
this kind of Jesus like character? 

 
 

Wednesday, January 4: Matthew 1:20-21 NIV2011 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, t because he will save his people from their sins.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

After Joseph decides his course of action God appeared to him and gave him an opposite 
directive, “Joseph, don’t be concerned about Mary, fulfil your wedding plans because the baby 
she has conceived is from the Holy Spirit. She will have a baby boy and you are to give Him the 
name Jesus because He will save His people from their sins. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

I am trying to imagine how this visitation and word from God felt when it landed. Did 
Joseph wake and immediately accept this? Might he have tried to rationalize it away? Had God 
ever spoken to Joseph like this in his life? I have always imagined this to be the first time God 
appeared to Joseph in a dream (the angel of the Lord is typically a representation of God with 
which humans can engage.)and if I am correct here, it only amplifies his obedience. 

This is a BIG ask. Implicit in this request from the Lord is the stigma that Joseph was 
unfaithful to God by having sex with his betrothed before they were officially married. This is a 
stigma he would potentially wear for the remainder of his life. 

It seems one teaching from this passage might be that we need to be open to God’s 
direction and leading no matter how difficult God’s ask may be. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I so available to God that I would allow God to totally upend my life? This is a difficult 
question to honestly answer.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Do we, God’s people, believe God can still speak in dramatic ways like this? A second 
question pushes this deeper. Are we willing to receive life changing words like this from God? 

 
 



Thursday, January 5: Matthew 1:22-25 NIV2011 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” w (which means “God with 
us”).  

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a 
son. And he gave him the name Jesus.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

God orchestrated the Joseph and Mary episode to fulfill the words of the prophet: 23 “The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” w (which means 
“God with us”). 

When Joseph woke up, he immediately did what God told him and he brough Mary home to 
be his wife. Joseph and Mary didn’t consummate their marriage until after the son was born. 
Joseph named him Jesus as he had been told. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Obedience… Joseph obeyed what God told him without hesitation. He married Mary and 
named the boy Jesus.  

Please understand by obeying God Joseph knows that everyone who knows them would 
assume that Joseph got Mary pregnant. Thus, through his obedience to God, Joseph was 
sullying his personal reputation.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Obedience to God’s leading and direction is the key indicator of faithfulness. Joseph is an 
example of faithfulness. Am I? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

it is difficult to connect a personal incident like this to the collective “us” of the church. One 
connection I see is OBEDIENCE. Are we, God’s people, obedient to God’s leading and direction? 

 
 

Friday, January 6: Matthew 2:1-2 NIV2011 
2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

During the reign of King Herod and after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, Magi from the east 
showed up in Jerusalem asking, “Where is the boy who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
His star rise in the sky and have traveled here to worship Him.” 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This passage dates the birth of Jesus to the reign of King Herod and places Jesus’ birth in 
Bethlehem. The appearance of Magi -wise men, astrologers from the east (Babylon)- reinforces 
Matthew’s theme of the universal importance of Jesus.  

Also, the Magi -foreigners- are the first to name Jesus as the one born King of the Jews. This 
title will form the charge against Jesus by Pilate and will be written on the sign placed above 
Jesus at His crucifixion. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Magi’s expense, time, and willingness to step out in faith and to follow a star in search 
of the “one who has been born king of the Jews” inspires me. Their faith led them to risk much 
in search of this newborn king. I am wondering how much I am willing to risk following my 
Jesus, my Lord??? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Real faith leads to action. We, the people of God, claim to have faith… do we live it out?  
Another observation, the Magi traveled in a group. We don’t know if they were 3 or more, 

but we do know a group of them traveled together. This is a reminder to me that faith is 
strongest when it is lived out with others. The writer of Ecclesiastes underscores this truth with 
these words: 

Two are better than one,  
because they have a good return for their labor:  

10 If either of them falls down,  
one can help the other up.  

But pity anyone who falls  
and has no one to help them up.  

11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.  
But how can one keep warm alone?  

12 Though one may be overpowered,  
two can defend themselves.  

A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. (Ecclesiastes 3:9-12) 
 
 

Saturday, January 7: Matthew 2:3-6 NIV2011  
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had 

called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet 
has written:  

6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for out of you will come a ruler  
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  

 



What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
When Herod heard that the Magi were looking for the newborn ‘king of the Jews’ he grew 

disturbed. And because he was disturbed all of Jerusalem was on edge. Then Herod called 
together the Jewish leaders and asked where the Messiah was to be born. They told him 
Bethlehem in Judea quoting the prophet: 

6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for out of you will come a ruler  
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This reading confirms the OT prophecy that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.  
Beyond this we gain a glimpse of Herod’s paranoia… notice how all Jerusalem was on edge 

because Herod was disturbed. We don’t know what Herod did to project his concern, but 
Matthew makes it clear that the citizenry knew something was bothering Herod. 

As the extraordinary events of Jesus’ birth unfold, it is interesting to recognize that the 
populace was feeling a heightened sense that something was happening.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Matthew’s description of the birth with its historical markers strengthens my trust in the 
Scriptures as reliable and true.  

Today’s reading also reminds me that my attitude about life will affect the people around 
me. I may not be a “Herod” but when I am disturbed (or not at peace, worried, scarred, etc.) I 
project that to the people close to me. Hopefully my deep trust in the Lord will also be felt by 
others around me… at least I hope so. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The veracity of the Scriptures is something we can all place our faith in…  
 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 –Sunday Worship 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply, and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website, you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA


 


