
The Weekly Word 
December 26 – Jan 1, 2023 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading Titus 1-3. I hope you are blessed as you 

join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, December 26 Titus 1:10-16 NIV2011 
10 For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, especially 

those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are disrupting whole 
households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain. 
12 One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: “Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.” 
13 This saying is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith 
14 and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human commands of those who 
reject the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not 
believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to 
know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for 
doing anything good.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Paul has some strong even harsh words for people who are disrupting the fellowship by 
teaching falsehoods. He directs Titus to confront these false teachers strongly. 

The world is full of many false teachers opposed to God and full of meaningless words, 
especially from the circumcision group. You must silence them because they destroy 
households with their false teaching. And they do this for personal dishonest gain. A Cretan 
prophet has spoken a true statement: Cretans are always liars, evil brutes and lazy gluttons. 
Titus, rebuked these false teachers strongly in the hopes that they will become sound in their 
faith, no longer paying attention to Jewish myths and other human ideas that reject the truth.  

To those who are pure all things are pure. But to those who are unbelieving and corrupted 
nothing is pure. Their minds and consciences are corrupted. These people claim to know God 
but the way they live, and act proves they do not. They are detestable, disobedient, and unfit 
for doing anything good.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

One, faith in Jesus if it is true faith will be matched by one’s behavior (see 16).  
False teachings must be corrected strongly so that it stops infecting the flock. The teacher’s 

job is to do this. Incisive God-honoring teaching is the antidote to false teaching.  
Don’t dilute God’s Word with any human story or myth. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



I, as a pastor teacher, must confront false teaching when I encounter it in the flock I serve. 
Also, I must constantly remind people belief in Jesus must be matched by Jesus-like behavior! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

In the modern world where people can open their computers and receive all manner of 
teaching, it is imperative that Christ followers know the source of the teaching they are paying 
attention to. God’s Word rightly understood and exposited is the primary defense against false 
destructive teachings… 

 
 

Tuesday, December 27: Titus 2:1-10 NIV2011 
2:1 You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. 2 Teach the older men to 

be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.  
3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or 

addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the younger women to 
love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, 
and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.  

6 Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 In everything set them an 
example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of 
speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because 
they have nothing bad to say about us.  

9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk 
back to them, 10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in 
every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Titus, teach people the faith and how to live the faith faithfully. Teach older men to be 
moderate in their behaviors to be men deserving respect because of the way they live, self-
controlled, being firm in what they believe, exhibiting love and enduring in faith even when 
times of testing come. 

Teach older women to be respectful in how they live, not talking badly about others or 
drinking too much. Teach them to teach younger women how to live faithfully, to love their 
families, to be self-controlled and honorable, to keep busy in the home, to be kind to others, 
and subject to their husbands so that no one can make fun of the Word of God they claim to 
follow.  

Teach younger men to be self-controlled. Set an example for them by the way you live… 
show them what integrity, seriousness, and soundness of speech is like. Then their words 
cannot be condemned. Living this way will not give those who oppose you and opportunity to 
malign us. 

Teach slaves to be always subject to their masters. And to go the next step to try to please 
them. Slaves should not talk back to masters or steal from them. They should be fully 
trustworthy so that the way they live and serve the master will make faith in Jesus attractive to 
the masters. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The first observation I note is that Paul instructs Titus to teach what is appropriate to sound 
doctrine. Then he speaks to specific groups of people instructing them how to live. Much of 
what Paul instructs has to do with behavior befitting a follower of Jesus in the culture of the 
day. An important learning here is that sound doctrine is not simply correct thinking and 
understanding of the faith. Sound doctrine involves a believer’s entire life, what we believe -
absolutely- and how we live -the character and comportment we show to the world. Too often 
we employ a narrow understanding of what ‘sound doctrine’ means. It is an all-encompassing 
term that describes both the articles of faith we believe and the behavior and character of 
people who genuinely believe. 

We all are to live our lives exhibiting sound doctrine. Notice how the result of living for each 
group is a positive witness to the faith and the Lord.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Is my life a visible and positive witness to my faith and my Lord, Jesus? 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Faith in Jesus is about both how we live and what we believe. As believers we live within the 

conventions of our culture, understanding that our lives exhibit a positive witness to faith in 
Jesus. 

 
 

Wednesday, December 28: Titus 2:11-15 NIV2011 
11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say 

“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 
purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.  

15 These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do 
not let anyone despise you.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Yesterday Paul began explaining the things Titus should be preaching in Crete. Paul focused 
on behavioral aspects of the faith, today he outlines the core  belief of church teaching. 

The grace of God has appeared and offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to reject 
worldly passions and ungodly living, calling us instead to be self-controlled, living rightly 
according to God’s ways in our world, even as we wait for the appearing of Jesus -our great God 
and Savior- who offered His life for us, paying the penalty for all our wickedness. In doing so 
Jesus purified for Himself a people that belongs to Him and who are eager to do good in the 
world. 

These are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke as needed with all authority 
and don’t let anyone look down on you.  

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The central tenet of the faith that the church MUST teach is Jesus… that He is God and that 
He paid the penalty for our wickedness (on the cross). God has by His grace offered us salvation 
through faith in Jesus. When we enter faith in Jesus our lives change; doing good should 
become our focus. The church should continue to remind us of these things encouraging us to 
remain faithful and strong and when necessary. Also, the church should rebuke us to get us 
back on track when we stray from God’s path. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

First, thankfulness runs through me thinking about what Jesus has done for me. Quickly a 
whisper from God follows, “Bill, use your life to do good… good things that I approve of and 
empower you to do.” Am I doing all the good God would have me do??? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

First, in our changing world we need to continue to hold Jesus up as God our Redeemer. The 
faith is about Jesus, who He is and what He has done for humanity offering His life for the 
payment of our sins. Along with this we need to be doing God’s good in the world!!!!! 

Second, Church let us stand up and live for the Lord. Amen.  
 
 

Thursday, December 29: Titus 3:1-2 NIV2011 

Saved in Order to Do Good 
3:1 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to 

do whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be 
gentle toward everyone.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

As Paul winds down his letter, he dashes off some general directives… 
Remind the church people to be good citizens, obeying rulers and authorities, and to always 

be ready to do good. Never slander anyone. Live peacefully showing consideration and 
gentleness toward all people. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul, as God’s agent, directs believers to some basic civics and interpersonal lessons: 

 obey and follow authorities and rulers 

 do good whenever we can 

 treat all others with consideration, never speaking ill of others and never being 
harsh. Let gentleness and peace prevail. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



How I treat other people, all other people, matters to the Lord. I need to grow in my ability 
to treat others well, especially those I don’t know or dislike or have negative stereotypes about. 
I have so much to learn in my quest to become more like Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The demeanor of God’s people toward authority and others should display obedience in 
following our political leaders. Also, God’s people should show kindness plus consideration 
toward all people, especially those with whom we disagree.  

These directives are spoken to believers who live in Rome, a secular country ruled by 
Roman officials and sometimes even Roman despots. This was true in Rome itself throughout 
the empire down to local authorities. Given the Roman context of these instructions they are 
applicable to believers living in the United States (where I live) and most other countries of our 
present world. Our countries are secular, still we are to obey authorities and rulers. 

 
 

Friday, December 30: Titus 3:3-11 NIV2011 
3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 

passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But 
when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of 
eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those 
who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These 
things are excellent and profitable for everyone.  

9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the 
law, because these are unprofitable and useless. 10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn 
them a second time. After that, have nothing to do with them. 11 You may be sure that such 
people are warped and sinful; they are self-condemned.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

Paul continues summarizing the Christian teaching. Paul offers another of his ‘trustworthy 
sayings’… 

We used to be foolish and disobedient to God’s ways. We were deceived, slaves to passions 
and pleasured. We did all kinds of evil. But when Jesus our Savior appeared He brought the 
kindness and love of God. He saved us, not because we were good or righteous or deserving 
salvation. No, Jesus saved us because of God’s mercy. He saved us through washing, rebirth, 
and renewal in the Holy Spirit, whom God lavished upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior. We 
have been justified by grace and now we are heirs with hope for eternal life. What I have just 
written is a trustworthy saying. I want you to underscore this in your teaching so that brothers 
and sisters in faith may devote themselves to doing what is good and right. Living this way is 
excellent and profitable for everyone 

Remember to avoid controversaries, genealogies, arguments, and quarrels about the law. 
These are unprofitable and frankly, useless. With divisive people, warn them once, even twice, 



after that have nothing to do with them. They are warped and sin filled. Their actions condemn 
themselves. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul lays out the essence of the Gospel, which he has preached in his letters to the 
Ephesians, Colossian, Romans and now here. Paul doubles down on this teaching calling it a 
‘trustworthy saying.’ And what is it… 

Every human being was full of evil and opposed to God; sinners deserving nothing but 
judgement and wrath. But God saved us through Jesus’ work on the cross. Here Paul describes 
it in these words: He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior. Our salvation was an act 
of God’s mercy and grace. As a result of our salvation, we have been reborn and given eternal 
life. We are now heirs with God. The result of salvation should be that we live our lives doing 
good. This is excellent and profitable!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Every time I read the Gospel explained I marvel that God would choose me. I deserve 
nothing but have gained everything. Thank You Lord, I pray!!!  

After a few moments of marveling in God’s goodness, the question emerges… Am I living as 
God would have me live? Am I doing the good God would have me do??? Am I faithful to my 
Lord and Savior? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As a collective, we who are the church, MUST remember that we are no better than anyone 
else. We were just as sinful, just as full of pride, just as much seeking self and self-gratitude and 
pleasure as anyone outside of Christ. it is only by the MERCY and GRACE of God that we have 
entered God’s truth and become saved. 

Based on this truth, this ‘trustworthy saying’ we must cease putting down and belittling 
people outside of Christ. Instead, we need to change our heart and our language reaching out 
to people outside of Christ with the message of God’s love rather than being the voice of 
condemnation against them. 

Oh God, that we your people would take on the character and way of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 

Saturday, December 31: Titus 3:12-15 NIV2011  
12 As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, 

because I have decided to winter there. 13 Do everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer and 
Apollos on their way and see that they have everything they need. 14 Our people must learn to 
devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live 
unproductive lives.  

15 Everyone with me sends you greetings. Greet those who love us in the faith.  
Grace be with you all. 
 



What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
With today’s reading the letter to Titus comes to a close. 
When either Artemas or Tychicus get to you, hurry to meet me at Nicopolis; I will winter 

there. Do all you can to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos in their travels seeing that they have 
everything they need. Church people must learn to be generous helping others by providing for 
their urgent needs. We shouldn’t live unproductive lives. 

The folks with me send greetings. Greet the brothers and sisters. 
Grace be with you all. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Included with Paul’s final personal instructions and greetings we learn how important it is 
for believers to care for and meet the needs of others. It is clear in this reading that when Paul 
tells Titus to help the named people, it is not Titus’ job alone to help them; it is his task to get 
the church to help those people. 

This tells me how important it is for the church to care for those in need and in this case, it 
is people who we might call church emissaries/workers/missionaries. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am wondering if there are some people God would have me help????  
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
I am wondering if/how we can raise the giving, caring quotient of the church for people in 

need.  
 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 –Sunday Worship New Year’s Day 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website, you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

