
The Weekly Word 
December 19-25, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading  2Timothy 4. – Titus 1. I hope you are 

blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, December 19: 2Timothy 4:1-5 NIV2011 
4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in 

view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in 
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 
instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to 
suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what 
their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 
myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 
discharge all the duties of your ministry.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

As your mentor in Christ, as I stand before God and Christ Jesus, who will judge all who ever 
live, and keeping in view that Jesus will return I give you this responsibility: Preach God’s Word, 
be always ready to use the Word to correct, rebuke and encourage God’s people. Always doing 
so with patience and careful attention to the text. A time is coming when people will forsake 
teaching grounded in God’s Word. Instead, people to suit their own desires will gather around 
themselves teachers that say what they want to hear not what God’s Word says. They will turn 
from the truth and listen to stories that make them feel good. But you keep to the truth of 
God’s Word and endure whatever hardships come your way. Evangelize the lost as you do all 
your duties as a minister for Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

God’s Word is THE foundation of faith in Jesus. The Word alone can correct, rebuke and 
encourage because as Paul said earlier, the Word is God-breathed.  

Even when, especially when, people begin altering God’s Word to fit their designs by mixing 
it with stories, myths, and partial truths, God’s people must cling tenaciously to God’s Word 
alone. Pastors and preachers must dedicate themselves to teaching God’s Word alone and must 
do so with great care, diligence, understanding the Word and with great patience for the 
people. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me as a pastor/teacher this passage underscores the prime importance of diligent 
studied preaching and teaching of God’s Word. 



 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

I have a deep sense that we are living in a time where the sad realities of this passage are 
being lived out before our eyes. Too many teachers mix God’s Word with other stuff diluting its 
truth and power. Church, we are to build our lives and our congregations on God’s Word and 
God’s Word alone. 

 
 

Tuesday, December 20: 2Timothy 4:6-8 NIV2011 
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is 

near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is 
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

As the letter winds to its conclusion Paul adds some very personalized comments. 
I am nearing my end, my death. I have given everything I have to following Jesus faithfully. 

As I come to my end, I have kept the faith. And I know God has a crown of righteousness set 
aside for me  when I leave this life. I also know that this crown of righteousness is set aside not 
only for me but for everyone who longs for and lives for Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Death will come for all of us who follow Jesus but death is not the end, it is the door 
through which we, who love and follow Jesus, enter the next life. A life where God has 
prepared a glorious place for us. We will be crowned with righteousness and ushered into God’s 
perfect presence. Alleluia! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Hang in there, Bill, says the Lord. Keep pressing into faith,  living out your faith, and calling 
on Jesus. A life dedicated to God -no matter how difficult it might be in this world (see v5 from 
yesterday)- will be rewarded by God with a crown of righteousness! With that crown we can 
enter God’s presence. Remember this, Bill. Remember this. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, our reward will be after this life ends. Keep on living faithfully. Do not give up. 
Endure with Jesus and God will reward us. As our eyes close in death in this life, they will open 
again in God’s kingdom… eternity forever! 

 
 

Wednesday, December 21: 2Timothy 4:9-18 NIV2011 
9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted 

me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only 
Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 



12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, 
and my scrolls, especially the parchments.  

14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what 
he has done. 15 You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly opposed our 
message.  

16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be 
held against them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me 
the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered 
from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely 
to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

These closing remarks reveal how personal a letter 2Timothy truly is.  
Please come quickly to me. I am virtually alone. Demas deserted me for Thessalonica. 

Crescens went to Galatia and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke remains with me. Pick up Mark and 
bring him with you, he is helpful for me. 12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come please 
bring my scrolls and parchments, and my cloak which I left in Troas. 

Alexander the metal worker has greatly harmed me. The Lord has my back and will deal 
with Alexander. I want you to be on guard with him; he is an ardent opponent of our message 
(the Gospel). 

I was all alone at my first defense. Lord don’t hold it against those who deserted me. 
Though I was alone, the Lord stood by my side and gave me wisdom and strength to proclaim 
God’s message. I am fully convinced that the Gentiles heard the message. God spared me and 
the Lord will rescue me from continuing evil attacks and will bring me safely to his heavenly 
kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

I am reminded that everyone of us lives everyday lives filled with joys and disappointments, 
good people and those bent on harming us. Through sharing his life Paul provides an example 
of one who trusts God for the outcome of things and who does not resort to retaliation, instead 
trusting God to provide justice in God’s chosen way. 

We also see a man dedicated to the spread of the Gospel. For Paul imprisonment is not a 
barrier to spreading the Gospel, but an opportunity to speak to some he might not ordinarily 
get to speak the message of the Gospel. Paul is also trusting the Lord with his future and the 
outcome of his trial… he knows that eventually he will be with the Lord in heaven and this truth 
cause an eruption of praise, To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

Lastly, we see how dependent Paul is on others… we all need other people in our lives. 
None of us is an island unto ourselves. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Do I view every situation as an opportunity to share my faith in Jesus and His Gospel 
message?  In this, God challenges me to be more like Paul! 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
One of the underlying themes of today’s reading is trust in God… God is the one who 

provides justice… we do not have to retaliate. 
God is the One who provides friends who meet our needs in all times 
God is the One who has prepared our heavenly home… 
God provides… God can be trusted, and we get to share this message with the world.  
 
 

Thursday, December 22: 2Timothy 4:19-22 NIV2011 
19 Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus stayed in Corinth, 

and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus. 21 Do your best to get here before winter. Eubulus greets 
you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia and all the brothers and sisters.  

22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you all. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
As Paul often includes in his final words greetings to people he knows. In a world where 

there was no mail as we know it, or phones, email, texts and social media, these greetings were 
one way to pass along a quick word to and from people you and others knew.  

I was planning to includ these verses with yesterday’s reading but thought it might be 
interesting to ponder words of greeting… we will see. 

Greet Priscilla and Aquila and Onesiphorus’ household. Erastus is in Corinth and I had to 
leave Trophimus sick in Miletus. Timothy, try to get here before winter. Eubulus, Prudens, 
Claudia and all the brothers and sisters greet you. 

The Lord be with you. Grace to everyone. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

There is little deep faith teaching in these words, still there is ponder worthy material. 
Priscilla and Aquila are a wife and husband duo who show up in several of Paul’s letters. In a 

world where men were typically named first, it is intriguing to wonder why Paul mentions the 
wife, Priscilla, first.  

Paul names nine different individuals. This sparks thoughts about the web of relationships 
that have helped make me into the person I am. I am also reminded how significant it is to 
greet people  by their first name and doing so magnifies the effect of the greeting. 

And then there is Paul’s final blessing… the presence of the Lord and grace. How wonderful 
is that? 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am wondering if there are friends from across the decades to whom I should send a 
greeting? 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

‘Us’ is the operative word in the sentence above… following Jesus is not a me-and-Jesus 
activity. It is a me, my friends,  other believers, and Jesus activity. In the individualized western 



culture this is a reality we often overlook and therefore is an important reality for US to 
remember. 

 
 

Friday, December 23: Titus 1:1-4 NIV2011 
1:1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God’s elect and 

their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness—2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, 
who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, 3 and which now at his appointed 
season he has brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God 
our Savior,  

4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith:  
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 
Paul’s two letters to Timothy and this letter to Titus are regularly referred to as the Pastoral 

Epistles. Paul, who is nearing the end of his life and ministry, sent these two trusted associates 
to churches to establish order, appoint elders, and preach the truth of God’s Word. Their 
preaching and teaching combatted falsehoods spreading through the churches. Listening to 
Paul’s opening and the description he uses for himself and his recipient often gives hints as to 
the content of his letter. So, let’s read how Paul opens this letter… 

Paul, a slave of God and apostle of Jesus whose calling is to build up God’s people, the elect, 
in their understanding of the truth, which will show itself in the godliness of the people and in 
their hope of eternal life, which God, who always tells the truth, promised when time began 
and which now at God’s appointed time and through God’s command has been made know 
through my preaching. 

To Titus, my true son in our common faith in Jesus 
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul’s self-description paints a picture of one called by God. Elements of Paul’s calling are 
personal to himself, others are exemplary of all Christians.  

We are not all called to be apostles, spreading the Gospel to new lands, starting churchs, 
appointing leaders, and combatting heresies. But we all are servants of God with unique 
callings, gifts, and abilities which the Lord has given to us to use for advancing His kingdom and 
strengthening the sisters and brothers in the faith. Also, we all can have sons and daughters in 
the faith, associates whom we mentor and guide as they grow in Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This reading has me thinking about my calling as a pastor/teacher and as a husband and 
father. I am wondering how well I am executing my responsibilities in each of these arenas. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



It seems from this passage that one take away for us is that we all have a part to play in 
God’s economy. As servants of God, we should be standing shoulder to shoulder with one 
another in the cause of Jesus Christ, advancing God’s Gospel and caring for brothers and sisters 
in the faith.  

 
 

Saturday, December 24: Titus 1:5-9 NIV2011  
5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and 

appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, 
a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 
7 Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not 
quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he 
must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 
disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he 
can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about? Put it in your own words) 

The primary reason for Paul’s letter emerges in our reading for today. 
I left you in Crete so that you could finish what I was unable to complete and to appoint 

elders in each town. An elder must be deeply committed blameless follower of Jesus, faithful to 
his wife with believing children who aren’t open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 
Since elders/overseers mange God’s household they need to be blameless, exemplary believers 
who are not overbearing, quick-tempered, prone to abuse alcohol (drugs, etc.), not violent or 
engaged in elicit activities. Instead, an elder should be hospitable, good, self-controlled, 
upstanding, set apart for God, and disciplined. Elders must know and teach the trustworthy 
message (of Jesus) which was taught to them so that the elder’s life, teaching, and witness 
encourages others to sound doctrine. Plus, elders must be able to dispute with those who 
oppose God’s truth.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The passage is Paul’s direction to Titus to appoint elders in the various towns of Crete for 
the church in those towns. Paul outlines the character traits of an elder also called an overseer. 
Like the instruction Paul gave Timothy, an elder/overseers is a person whose life and character 
must match the Gospel message being taught. Elders must be living the Word so that their life 
and teaching is congruent.  

Being an elder is a sacred calling and an essential calling if the church is going to stay on 
track with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Personally, I am challenges to use these verses as a plumb line to evaluate my life and 
witness as an elder/pastor in God’s church. Secondly, these words issue a challenge regarding 
the kinds of people we choose as elders of God’s church. 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Choosing elders is a sacred responsibility of the church. Character counts; the character of 

an elder is equally important as the beliefs they hold. 
 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 –Sunday Worship CHRISTMAS DAY 
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

