
The Weekly Word 
December 5-December 11, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading  1Timothy 6- 2 Timothy 2. I hope you 

are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
Monday, December 5: 1Timothy 6:17-21 NIV2011 

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 
generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  

20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter 
and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some have professed and in 
so doing have departed from the faith.  

Grace be with you all.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Paul concludes his first letter to Timothy with the thought: 
Command the rich people in Ephesus not to put their hope in their riches or become 

arrogant because of their wealth since wealth is so uncertain. Instead, they are to put their 
hope and trust in God, who provides lavishly for our enjoyment. Command them also to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds and to be willing to share generously with others. When they live 
this way, they will store up treasures for themselves in eternity. Doing so they will take hold of 
life that is truly life. 

Timothy, make sure to guard all that has been entrusted to you. Forsake godless talk and 
the oppositional ideas that some incorrectly call knowledge, that some are embracing and by 
doing so they abandon their faith in Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul offers a strong warning to people who are rich. (Paul never defines who is rich. If we 
were to adopt a world-standard, then most people in the US are rich. So, we best listen to 
Paul’s admonishment and not think it is for ‘someone else.’). Paul’s challenge is to use riches for 
the good of others (do good, major in good deeds, be generous and share your riches with 
others). If people honestly live this way, they are storing up treasures in heaven (see Jesus 
Matthew 19:21 and parallels in Mark and Luke). 

Paul also cautions the rich against becoming arrogant, as if their wealth makes them better 
than others or somehow signals that they are more loved and blessed by God than others. (This 
reminds me of the biblical teaching that everything comes from God, therefore we shouldn’t 
get to enamored with what we have since it is by God’s grace, not our goodness.) 



Paul repeats some teachings from earlier in the letter reminding Timothy to guard his life 
and the graces given to him.  Also  avoid the godless chatter that is making the rounds because 
some have shipwrecked their faith chasing those things. 

  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The word to the rich about generosity is what hits me. Lord, I pray that you break my heart 
with the things that break yours. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The subtle word beneath the specific words to the wealthy is to care for those less 
fortunate that we are. This should be a hallmark of the church. Writing this last statement 
reminds me of Acts 2:42-46 where the church spontaneously took care of people in need. It 
wasn’t rule or law, it was love.  

Oh Lord, may we return to lives running on love or one another… 
 
 

Tuesday, December 6: 2Timothy 1:1-5 NIV2011 
1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in keeping with the promise of life that 

is in Christ Jesus,  
2 To Timothy, my dear son:  
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  
3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I 

constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may 
be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois 
and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The Bible I read from offers this information at the beginning 2Timothy. I thought you might 
appreciate this.  

In his second letter to Timothy, written just before his death, Paul offered his final words 
of guidance to his young assistant. He encouraged Timothy to be faithful to Christ and 
true doctrine and to shun false teachers. He charged Timothy to preach the Word with 
patience and careful instruction. 

Paul, an apostle by the call and will of God, offers the promise of life in Jesus Christ the Lord. 
To Timothy, my dear son:  
God’s grace and mercy be yours from the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
I constantly remember you in my daily prayers, thanking God for you. I serve God with a 

clear conscience as my ancestors did. I remember your tears (at my leaving) and I long to see 
you so that joy may again fill your life. Thinking of you I am reminded of your true faith… faith 
which lived in your grandmother Lois and mother Eunice and now lives in you. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 



As the opening of a letter most everything is locked into the context and situation of Paul 
and Timothy. We can glean a few morsels. 

One is the heritage of faith. Paul cites his heritage and his ancestors in whose shadow and 
footsteps he follows. We never stand alone in the faith. We are all the product of many lives 
who directly and indirectly have affected our lives. Paul seems to understand this when he 
speaks of his ancestors in the faith. And Paul directly cites Timothy’s faith heritage, noting his 
grandmother and mother and their faith. 

Again, our faith is the product of many who have come before us and handed the baton of 
faith on to us. And certainly, the family offers tremendous advantages of handing faith from 
one person/generation to another. 

This is one morsel of truth we can glean from our reading today. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The Spirit is speaking to me about the passing along of faith to the next generations. I am 

sitting here wondering how well I am doing this… Questions and thoughts abound. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Are we in the church helping parents pass faith along to the next generations? The world is 

changing rapidly. When I was young the Christian faith seemed to parallel cultural life far more 
closely than today. This is a general statement. Today the values and ethics of the Christian 
faith are diverging more and more widely from culture. This makes passing orthodox Christian 
faith along more challenging. Lord, give us grace and effectiveness I pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, December 7: 2Timothy 1:6-12 NIV2011 
6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the 

laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, 
love and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved us 
and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own 
purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it 
has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I 
was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet 
this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is 
able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I remind you, Timothy, to develop God’s gift which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands. God’s Spirit in us does not make us timid, instead it provides power, love, and self-
discipline. Therefore, do not be ashamed of God or me, His prisoner. Instead join me in 
suffering -by the power of God- for the gospel. God saved us and called us to a holy life -not 
because of our goodness but because of God’s own purpose and grace. This grace was given us 
before time began, but now is revealed through the incarnation of Jesus, who destroyed death 



and brought life and immortality through the gospel. I was appointed a spokesperson, apostle, 
and teacher of God’s gospel. And that is why I am suffering. Still, I carry no shame for suffering 
because I know the One I believe in and I am convinced that God is able to guard what I have 
entrusted to Him until He brings me (us) into eternity. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

There is a great deal in this paragraph. It opens encouraging Timothy to live into the Spirit 
gifts given to him by God though the ministry of Paul laying hands on him. Regarding this gift(s), 
Timothy should not be intimidated… no, he should live into them and pursue them for he will 
be granted from God power, love and self-discipling. All of us should pursue and live into the 
gifts God has given us as well. This is how the kingdom advances… 

Regarding his connection with Paul, Timothy shouldn’t be ashamed of Paul or the Lord even 
though Paul is in prison because he is in prison for the gospel. In fact, Timothy should be open 
himself to suffering for Jesus. What a word this is to us! As Christ followers we should join Paul 
in suffering for the gospel. I don’t believe God is saying that we seek suffering but should it 
come, we embrace it as Paul did. This is quite a word. 

We have been called to God’s holy way of life and this could lead us to suffering… 
There is a brief statement that is profound… God’s grace was given to us before time 

began… How sovereign is God, and how wise? Enough to have known us and willed his grace 
for us before time began. We are saved by God, not because of who we are but because of 
God’s purpose and grace. 

The passage also reminds us that our great enemy -death- has been destroyed by Jesus. WE 
don’t need to fear the grace!!! Alleluia! 

The autobiographical info by Paul points to his incredible trust and faith in God. A trust and 
faith we, like Timothy can and should emulate. How rich are the heroes of the faith as mentors 
and examples about how to live for Jesus? 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Two linked but different messages come to me through the Spirit. One, I should hone the 
gifts God has given me. I shouldn’t be afraid to use them and if employed correctly and 
faithfully they will provide power, love, and self-discipline to live effectively for Jesus!!! 

Two, this is a lifelong pursuit… until the grave I am to employ these gifts for kingdom gain!!!  
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Church, stop thinking salvation is about us. No, it is all about God… who saved us and has a 

purpose for us to live out. Do it church. Lean into the gifts God has given and use them for 
God’s purposes and God’s kingdom. Don’t shrink back under pressure… press forward believing 
God will guard us until we are taken home to be with him. 

 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, December 8: 2Timothy 1:13-14 NIV2011 
13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in 

Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the 
Holy Spirit who lives in us.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Use my life and teaching as a pattern for your ministry and teaching with faith and love in 
Jesus. Guard the faith which was deposited in you; guard it by relying on the Holy Spirit that 
lives in all of us (who believe in Jesus). 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul directs Timothy to use his life as an example of sound teaching. There is a strong 
suggestion  this is for us as Christians to model our lives after faithful mentors, people who are 
full of faith and love in Jesus. And while no human is perfect, we are all helped in our faith when 
we follow the model of those who are ahead of us in maturing in Jesus.  

Secondly, we are called to apply ourselves to keeping our faith strong. Yes, we must put 
effort into guarding and strengthening our faith BUT, and this is an important BUT, we cannot 
do this in our own strength alone. We must rely on the Holy Spirit who lives in everyone who 
believes in Jesus. Relying on the Spirit we can keep our faith strong. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This has me thinking about the people who have been models of faith for me… a pastor, 
mentor, friend and a couple of professors, one I knew quite well and another I knew more 
distantly. There have also been some authors, like Eugene Petersen and Henri Nouwen, whose 
books and writings have been highly influential in my life over the years.  

I thank God for these people, my faith is stronger thanks to them… 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
I think this passage suggest to the church that we honor those who mentor us. And I 

suspect that we honor them best by learning from and following their lead to grow in Christ.  
 
 

Friday, December 9: 1Timothy 1:15-18 NIV2011 
15 You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus and 

Hermogenes.  
16 May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed 

me and was not ashamed of my chains. 17 On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched 
hard for me until he found me. 18 May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on 
that day! You know very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I am alone here, everyone from Asia has deserted and left me and this includes Phygelus 
and Hermogenes. 



I bless Onesiphorus and his entire household. He has often refreshed me and was never 
ashamed of my being in chains in prison here in Rome. In fact, when he was in Rome, he hunted 
for me and finally found me. May he find God’s mercy in eternity. You know how helpful he was 
when I was in Ephesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This passage is a reminder that people are human… some will let us down and others will 
encourage and build us up. Honor and bless the people who encourage, build us up and help us 
in our times of need. 

This passage also reminds us how interconnected we are with others… 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I am reminded of a friend I have offered to help. I am realizing that in the busyness of the 

last couple of weeks I have not followed through on my offer to help. I need to get that done 
ASAP. 

Thank you, Lord, for this not-so-subtle reminder!!! 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
We are all people of ‘mixed motives’, sometimes we shine and other times we fail. 

(Thankfully Jesus died for our failures) We should be striving to be people like Onesiphorus who 
regularly help brothers and sisters in need.  

 
 

Saturday, December 10: 2Timothy 2:1-10 NIV2011  
2:1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you have 

heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one 
serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding 
officer. 5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor’s crown 
except by competing according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to 
receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into 
all this.  

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 
9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is 
not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain 
the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

My son, be strong in the grace of Jesus Christ. The things I have taught you teach and 
entrust to others so they  will then be qualified to teach others. Like a soldier of Christ Jesus 
joins me in suffering. No soldier gets caught up in civilian affairs, instead he tries to please his 
commanding officer. In the same way only athletes who compete according to the rules can win 



the victor’s crown. The hardworking farmer is the first to eat to receive his portion of the crops. 
Consider what I am saying, it will give you insight for your task. 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. Now you have my 
gospel for which I am in a criminal’s chains. Still God’s Word is never chained. So, I endure all 
things for the sake of the elect that they may be saved by faith in Jesus and obtain eternal glory. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul states his appeal to Timothy once more to be strong in the Lord and to teach the 
people what Paul has taught him.  

Paul also stresses that Timothy begin to train up other teachers (a good word to all teachers 
of the faith). Paul next uses 3 separate images to reinforce his point that Timothy must stay the 
course of teaching what Paul has taught. He must avoid useless chatter and other things that 
can distract him from his primary task of teaching the faith. 

Paul closes with a brief autobiographical statement about his suffering for Jesus and the 
gospel for the sake of the elect. Paul’s passion is to see people come to faith in Jesus.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am challenged by the statement to train up the next generation of teachers.  “Lord, if this 
is my calling, show me how to best do this in the next phase of my life and walk with you”.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As a church we need to be training and deploying teachers and witnesses for Jesus in the 
world so that God’s elect hears and are saved!!! 

 
 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 

or 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

