
The Weekly Word 
November 28-December 4, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading  1Timothy 5 & 6. I hope you are blessed 

as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, November 28: 1Timothy 5:17-21 NIV2011 
17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially 

those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it 
is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 19 Do not entertain an 
accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20 But those elders 
who are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning. 21 I 
charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions 
without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul shifts gears in his letter, instructing Timothy in handling elders. 
Elders who lead the church deserve special honor, especially ones who preach and teach. 

Scripture says, don’t stop an ox from eating while it is treading grain and the worker deserves 
his wages. Don’t entertain accusations against elders unless it is brought and corroborated by 2 
or 3 people. However, elders who do sin should be reproved in front of everyone making a 
statement and warning others. Timothy, I charge you before God and Jesus Christ and elect 
angels, keep what I am telling faithfully and without partiality. Do nothing out of favoritism. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We must treat elders with the respect that is due a position of church leadership. Honor 
elders especially preachers and teachers. Pay them fairly and don’t easily entertain accusations 
against them. Accusations should be corroborated and verified by 2 or more witnesses. And 
then when elders do sin, rebuke them in public before everyone. Hopefully, this will serve as a 
warning to others. Paul says his instructions should be kept scrupulously… and Timothy (and 
therefore all of us) should never show favoritism, which means we treat everyone honorably 
and fairly!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The word that hits me is not to show favoritism… instead treat everyone showing no 
partiality. 

As a church leader it is so easy to slip here… treating those you know and like better than 
other people. “Bill, do not show favoritism!” is God’s shout to me from the text. 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Elders hold an honored position in the church and should be treated accordingly. Those paid 

should be paid a fair wage. They should be honored… particularly elders who bring the Word of 
God to people. In line with the honor accorded them, do not willy-nilly entertain accusations 
against them. Make sure any accusations are verified and corroborated. Now when elders do 
sin, and this will happen, censure them publicly. Since their ministry is public, their censure is 
public as well. Hopefully this will warn other elders.  

 
 

Tuesday, November 29: 1Timothy 5:22-25 NIV2011 
22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the sins of others. Keep 

yourself pure.  
23 Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent 

illnesses.  
24 The sins of some are obvious, reaching the place of judgment ahead of them; the sins of 

others trail behind them. 25 In the same way, good deeds are obvious, and even those that are 
not obvious cannot remain hidden forever.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Today Paul drops some short ‘Proverb-esq’ words of wisdom… 
Don’t be too fast in anointing people to leadership with the laying on of hands. Don’t join 

others in sin. Timothy, keep yourself pure and upright. 
Add some wine to your diet, it will help with your stomach ailments and illnesses 

(remember wine purified water back in the day). 
Some sin is obvious and easily noticed; other sin is subtle and quiet and isn’t found out for a 

while. Similarly, some good deeds are obvious; other good deeds are cloaked and may take a 
while to become known. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul drops three small pieces of wisdom that are still wise to this day. 
Don’t hastily promote people, give time for their character to surface. Don’t join others in 

sin; instead keep yourself pure and upright. 
Be wise and healthy in what you eat and drink… this will help you stay heathy. 
Sin can be obvious or done in the shadows so that it doesn’t come to light for a while. The 

same is true for good deeds, so be careful how you evaluate one other. Give it time to allow 
truth to be known. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Evaluating others can be tricky. Both sin and good deeds can be cloaked which makes it 
difficult to tell who they truly are. Evaluate wisely.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



Paul suggests the church be NOT hasty in elevating people into leadership. He then gives a 
reason why… the true character of a person can be hidden both for good or for ill. True 
character can take time to surface… Hmmm, think about this.  

 
 

Wednesday, November 30: 1Timothy 6:1-2 NIV2011 
6:1 All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters worthy of full respect, 

so that God’s name and our teaching may not be slandered. 2 Those who have believing masters 
should not show them disrespect just because they are fellow believers. Instead, they should 
serve them even better because their masters are dear to them as fellow believers and are 
devoted to the welfare of their slaves.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

With our 21st century eyes and sensibilities, this can be a difficult passage to read. This text 
is not a God endorsement of slavery. Paul is simply instructing Timothy how to deal with a 
cultural reality. We also need to remember that as bad as slavery was in Paul and Timothy’s 
day, the kind of race-based chattel slavery that we practiced in our country was magnitudes 
worse than the slavery of Paul and Timothy’s day. 

Notice Paul’s use of the words, ‘under the yoke of’ regarding slavery, which suggest the 
heavy load slavery -even in Paul’s day- places on a person… 

Believers who are slaves, should consider their masters worthy of respect, so that neither 
our God nor God’s teachings will be defaced. This is particularly true for believing slaves whose 
masters are also believers. You should serve your masters with increased diligence because you 
are brothers and sisters in Christ. Likewise, masters should care well for all their slaves.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Thankfully slavery is not a reality in our world. Still this passage offers some commentary on 
life. Working is not a direct parallel for slavery, but it might offer a way to gain some meaning 
from this text. As believers we should show our bosses respect that their position deserves. And 
this is doubly true if we know our bosses are believers too.  

Now there is embedded in this passage is mutuality because believing bosses should show 
particular attention to the welfare and care of their employees, whether they are believers or 
not. 

The implication for the church is that we should be respectful and caring to those we work 
for, with, and above. As believers, our work should be a model of caring and diligence. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God’s application for me concerns how I treat and care for the staff of Living Hope, the 
church I serve as pastor. Do I care? Do I advocate for their welfare? Do I have their backs? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



Likewise in the church, this passage suggests that how we treat our fellow sisters and 
brothers in Christ matters. And we should treat them well… giving them full respect and caring 
for their welfare.  

 
 

Thursday, December 1: 1Timothy 6:2-5 NIV2011 
These are the things you are to teach and insist on. 3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does 

not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are 
conceited and understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and 
quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant 
friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that 
godliness is a means to financial gain.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Timothy, I am emphasizing the things you should teach and assert in your leadership. 
People who teach contrary to what I have told you, which is the instruction of Jesus Christ, are 
full of themselves and really know nothing. I have noticed they have an unhealthy interest in 
conspiracy theories and they seem to like quarreling. All this results in envy, strife, malicious 
talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction. They have been robbed of truth. What’s more, they 
think that godliness is a way to financial gain. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We need to live what we know to be true. As a church leader Timothy needs to live and 
teach what he knows to be true, namely the things Paul is telling him. People who teach 
contrary to God’s truth create all kinds of problems. Working in and leading in the church is not 
about gaining worldly wealth… it is about serving the Lord who is Lord over all. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Is my life integrated? In other words, does my living and my actions match what I profess 
and teach??? 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

First, we are live rightly, meaning our living should grow from our God-honoring beliefs. 
Faith and living go hand in glove! 

Church work is not a path toward financial gain. One does not serve God to get rich. This 
passage is a direct assault on the prosperity Gospel of our age. 

 
 

Friday, December 2: 1Timothy 6:6-10 NIV2011 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 
9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all 



kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The greediness of the false teachers launches Paul into one of his strongest teachings about 
the dangers of greed and the desire for more… 

Don’t be like them, instead understand that godliness with contentment is true wealth. We 
came into the world with nothing, and we leave empty handed as well. If we have food and 
clothing, that should be enough to provide contentment in life. People who yearn to get rich fall 
into all kinds of temptations and into foolish and hurtful desires that drive them to ruin. For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some who are eager for money have wandered from 
faith in Jesus and as a result experienced many griefs. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Seek to be content… comfortable with what you have (actually what God has given you). 
Don’t yearn for more and more… that is a trap that will consume you. Be content with food and 
clothes and faith in Jesus. If you pursue more it will eventually ruin you. Sadly, some who have 
pursued more and more money (fame or power, I might add) have lost their faith and that is a 
loss for eternity! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Recently, there was a lottery jackpot of almost 2 billion dollars. I considered buying a ticket. 
I know it was a crazy possibility. One night I found myself musing what would I do with all that 
money. I heard that most Powerball winners are broke in 5 years! I thought about the many 
great places I could give it away. I thought about leaving some money to my family… then, I 
wondered if a significant gift to family members would be good for them or actually bad? Then I 
thought if I didn’t give them a chunk would they be mad at me? With all this churning I began to 
realize that suddenly having wealth from a big lottery win would be really difficult. 
Relationships might break. How do I decide who should get what??? 

I finally closed my eyes and went to sleep recognizing that I didn’t need to worry. I didn’t 
buy a ticket. Wealth can be a burden. 

Today’s reading is a reminder that contentment is a more noble goal that riches. 
Contentment lets you sleep at night comfortably in God’s hands. “Seek contentment, Bill,” are 
the words that ring in my heart.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

People of the Church seek contentment. Cultivate gratitude with what you have. Be a wise 
steward of what you have and trust always in the Lord. Faith in Jesus is worth more than riches 
in this world and the next. 

 
 

Saturday, December 3: 1Timothy 6:11-16 NIV2011  



Final Charge to Timothy 
11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep this command without 
spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his 
own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is 
immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be 
honor and might forever. Amen.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

As Paul draws his letter toward a close, he dials in some specific words to Timothy about his 
life as a man of God… 

You man of God flee all this (love of money stuff) rather pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Contend for the faith and take hold of the eternal life 
which is yours in Christ when you made your confession of faith before many witnesses. I 
charge you, in the sight of God who gives life to everyone and Jesus Christ who made a good 
confession before Pontius Pilate, keep these commands perfectly (as best you can) until Jesus’ 
return, which God will consummate in His own time. God is the one and only Ruler, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and lives in unapproachable light and whom no 
one has or can see… To him be honor and might forever. Amen. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Two divergent take-a-ways fill today’s reading. One is the call to Timothy and therefore to 
all of us to pursue godliness, righteousness, and a deep and living faith in Jesus. A faith that is 
visible to the world through the way we live… character traits including faith, love, endurance, 
and gentleness. This should be a driving motivation in our lives as followers of Jesus. 

The second take-a way is the majesty of God… the Father who is the source of all life. (Let 
that image and thought sink in… giver of life to everything!!!) God who controls time and hold 
the day of Jesus’ return in His hands. God who is above all others, immortal and indescribable. 
And Jesus who stood before Pilate and gave the good confession and who is all that God the 
Father is.What a God we serve!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I resonate with the instruction to Timothy about how to live as a follower of Jesus. The 
description Paul puts out there speaks to me today… pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance, and gentleness. Live the faith you know God desires. Make following Jesus THE 
priority of your life. Don’t settle for mediocre… be all in for the Lord, who is King of kings and 
Lord of Lords!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



The church should constantly remind herself who she worships… God who is King of kings 
and Lord of lords… God who is physically unapproachable due to perfection… God who cannot 
be seen by human eyes because of God’s greatness and our sinful humanness. With that 
reminder… we, God’s people, should live accordingly as Paul describes to Timothy, namely 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness… 

May this be so of us Your Church, O God. 
 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 

Lor 
Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

