
The Weekly Word 
November 14-20, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading  1Timothy 2-3. I hope you are blessed as 

you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, November 14: 1Timothy 2: 1-7 NIV2011 
2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 

all people—2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people. 
This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7 And for this purpose I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of 
the Gentiles.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul now begins offering his instructions to Timothy. 
First thing, I urge all manner of prayers be offered to God for all, especially kings and people 

in authority. Pray for peace, so that we can all live peaceful and quiet lives allowing for 
godliness and holiness. This pleases our Lord who wants all people to be saved, coming to a full 
knowledge of God’s truth. Here is the key truth, Jesus is the one and only mediator between 
God and humankind and Jesus gave His life as a ransom for all people which has now been 
made known to the world. In fact, for the purpose of witness, I was appointed a herald, apostle, 
and a faithful teacher of the Gentiles. I am telling the truth; I am not lying. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The first order of business for Timothy is to get people praying for everyone, particularly 
kings and people in authority… praying for people in governmental leadership so that people 
can live peaceful and quite lives. When the world is quiet and peaceful gospel advance can be 
made widely and God wants all people to be saved, so the more the gospel can advance, the 
more people will hear the message of Jesus and believe.  

Next Paul outlines the essence of the gospel: Jesus is the one and only mediator between 
God and humankind. Jesus came to offer His life as a ransom for all people. Paul was an apostle 
and herald of this truth particularly for the Gentiles! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Praying for people and particularly governmental leaders is to foster peace, which would 
allow us to live in godliness and holiness and allow the gospel to advance. Too often my prayers 



for governmental leaders has a selfish reason behind it. God is challenging me to become more 
gospel-advance oriented in my ,prayers… praying for conditions that will allow the gospel to 
advance, quickly, broadly and effectively.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Thinking about this through the lens of the church and God’s people, I am struck by Paul 
making prayer the number one focus for Timothy and his ministry in Ephesus. This is prayer 
with a gospel advance focus… peaceful living so our godliness and holiness can be developed 
and displayed so that all people might know that Jesus is Savior and Lord… 

 
 

Tuesday, November 15: 1Timothy 2:8-10 NIV2011 
8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or 

disputing. 9 I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning 
themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good 
deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul continues…  
Therefore, I want men everywhere to be praying with holy hands lifted high; your 

demeanor should mirror your holy posture… no anger and no disputes. Women dress modestly, 
don’t adorn yourself with elaborate hairstyles, gold, pearls or expensive clothing. Instead adorn 
yourself with good deeds befitting a woman of faith.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Continuing from the previous paragraph Paul addresses men and women on the priority of 
prayer. Men should be praying lifting hands in prayer. This is to be a holy work matched with a 
holy life and attitude… hence the comment about no anger or disputes. We are whole beings… 
attitudes, and actions should connect with our faith. We can’t be praying  for others and not 
living appropriately toward them. 

Paul turns to women and the demeanor that they should carry in prayer… where the men 
showed a tendency to ‘strut their stuff’ by displaying anger and disputing with one another 
(one upping each other), the women’s temptation was to ‘strut their stuff’ through appearance. 
The idea of dressing modestly is not so much connected to sexuality as in not dressing in a 
provocative manner, but more meaning befitting the moment or gathering. Since it is very 
possible that a worship gathering might be in view, given the call to prayer, it could mean don’t 
be wearing the expensive clothing, elaborate hairstyles and fine jewelry as if you are attending 
a gala event (i.e. showing off and possibly embarrassing women who cannot afford to dress in 
gala-fashion). Calling attention to yourself will hinder not benefit your prayers. Instead let your 
Christ-like living be what you wear to the gathering of God’s people so you can attend to 
prayers.  

This passage then is a practical call to prayer where we all need to look and see if how we 
are living is negatively affecting our true prayer…  



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God the Holy Spirit is causing me to think about my attitude and demeaner toward others. 
Am I trying to one up others… if so, it will affect my prayers because I am not living as God 
would have me live. 

  
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, prayer is central to who we are and what we are about.  Every one of us needs to 
take a hard look at self to see if our demeanor of life is offending God or others. If it is, we need 
to correct ourselves… We must be careful not to place impediments in the way of our prayers 
because that will be putting impediments in the way of gospel living and gospel advance.  

 
 

Wednesday, November 16: 1Timothy 2:11-15 NIV2011 
11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to 

teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then 
Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a 
sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and 
holiness with propriety.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This is one of the most difficult passages in the Bible. Understanding what it says is step 
one, then comes understanding what it means for the church today. I admit that I had to do 
deeper biblical studies before I could appropriately ponder and write on this passage. The 
monograph by Linda L. Belleville, PhD, Teaching and Usurping Authority 1Timothy 2:11-15 in 
Discovering Biblical Equality 3rd edition (pp 205-227) was formative in my understanding of this 
passage. Here goes: 

A woman should learn in a quiet and submissive manner. I do not let her teach with the 
intension of dominating a man. She must be gentle in her demeanor. Adam wasn’t deceived, it 
was Eve who was deceived and first sinned. If they [women] continue in following Jesus, in 
faith, love and holiness, Christ will keep them safe through childbirth. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

I imagine the way I stated the verses above will seem different from the NIV or most 
modern translations.  

In Ephesus, the Artemis cult held huge sway over the populous (read Acts 19:24ff) and this 
cult exalted women over men. Paul through Timothy had to restore balance to the church. First 
it should be noted that v11 tells us that women are and should be learners; the corrective is the 
manner of learning. My understand of verse 12 however takes a different path than the NIV. It 
has to do with the range of meanings of certain words. My understanding is not a total ban on 
women teaching but again a corrective on the manner of how they teach. They should not 
teach in a manner that means to dominate a man.  



Paul then notes that women were the ones deceived by the serpent in the garden. (This is 
not meant to exonerate Adam but offers his reason why women shouldn’t dominate men. They 
did so in the garden and look how things turned out!) Thus, these verses are a corrective on 
how women should learn and teach, not a prohibition on women teaching. [This fits well with 
the whole of the NT where women play all manner of roles within God’s family.] 

The final verse, 15, is another head scratcher… women will be saved [or kept safe, in some 
translations] through childbirth. What is this about????? Again, if the Artemis cult is in Paul’s 
view, it makes more sense. Artemis was the guardian of women. Women sought Artemis’ help 
with barrenness and while in labor, etc. Thus, this verse offers a corrective to seeking Artemis’ 
help. Paul calls the Ephesian women of faith to stop putting their trust in Artemis, rather place 
their trust in Jesus, our one and only Savior.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The last verses attach themselves to my heart. It is all too easy to grab onto things I do for 
safety and security. I don’t reach out to Artemis, but I can trust in my investments, or wisdom 
or schooling or family or… rather than ultimately trusting in Jesus for my future. The women in 
Ephesus may have had a direct challenge to Jesus in Artemis. My challenges may be more 
indirect but is no less real. Today’s reading calls me to make sure my trust and my hope is in 
Jesus and nothing else.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The way we learn and teach is crucial if we are going to be ardent followers of Jesus. We are 
not better than anyone else, and our learning posture and teaching posture needs to reflect 
this humility and gentleness. Teachers in God’s church, whether women or men, should not 
seek to dominate others but lift them up through the teachings of Jesus.  

 
 

Thursday, November 17: 1Timothy 3:1-7 NIV2011 
3:1 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 

2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his 
children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not 
know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a 
recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He 
must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into 
the devil’s trap.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

One of the key functions in the early church was appointing overseers/elders for the church. 
Since Timothy is in Ephesus to establish order, Paul provides guidance for the selection of 
church leaders with his second ‘trustworthy saying.’ 

Here is a trustworthy saying…anyone who sets their heart on being and elder/overseer for 
the church desires a good thing. Overseers need to be people of high moral character, faithful 



in marriage (literally ‘husband of one wife’), temperate (stable and steady in life), self-
controlled, respected, kind, able to teach, not a big drinker or violent. An overseer should be 
gentle, not argumentative, and not a person who loves money. He should manage his family 
well; his children should respect him because he is worthy of respect not because he is a tyrant. 
(face it, if you can’t manage your family how can you manage the church?) An overseer must 
not be a new believer, which could cause him to grow conceited and thus fall under the same 
judgment as the devil. An overseer must have a good reputation with people outside of the 
church so that he will not bring on disgrace and fall into the devil’s trap. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Today’s, yesterday’s, and tomorrow’s readings raise the issue of men and women in church 
leadership. And while these passages seem to point to men in most positions of church 
leadership, the answer to that question must consider the breadth of the NT teaching on the 
subject and not merely these select verses. The concern of men and women in church 
leadership is beyond the scope of my ‘reading the Bible’ musings… 

Paul outlines the high qualification bar for church leadership and particularly church 
overseers (elders). The overall description is of a person who is highly respected inside and 
outside of the church, whose life is stable and God-honoring. Being the ‘husband of one wife’ 
rules out polygamists. The overseer’s life is well put together, not for ‘show.’ Paul addresses 
this directly in the management of family… children respect the overseer as a person for the 
way they live not because they are a tyrant and rule by force or threat. Thus, we see the 
attributes of Christ showing up in this person’s life.  

It is worth highlighting ‘able to teach.’ The overseer must understand the Scriptures so that 
they can lead accordingly. This is shown in their ability to teach about the life that God desires 
to see in His children. Note all the other named attributes for an oversee shows that they are 
teaching God’s way of life and that they are also personally living the way of Jesus.  

Another highlight is that an overseer shouldn’t be a new convert to the faith. Paul’s 
understanding of real life comes into play here. Paul gets that a newbie to the faith could easily 
be overcome by conceit if they are ‘promoted’ to overseer too early in their walk with the Lord 
and this would be bad for the individual (they could come under the devil’s judgment) and for 
the church if their overseer is filled with conceit. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As a pastor and overseer, this reading calls me to measure my own life. Am I living up to the 
HIGH standards set by God for the role I have been called to as a pastor/elder/overseer? I pray 
so… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

When the church chooses its leaders, it is a sacred and high responsibility that she is calling 
people to fulfill. This suggests that it must be done with diligence and thoughtfulness. Because 
overseers are models for the flock of God, their lives must be worthy of modeling!!! 

 
 



Friday, November 18: 1Timothy 3:8-13 NIV2011 
8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, 

and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a 
clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them 
serve as deacons.  

11 In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but 
temperate and trustworthy in everything.  

12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household 
well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith 
in Christ Jesus.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul shifts from overseers to deacons… 
As with overseers, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not big drinkers, and not 

seeking after money through dishonest means. They must be people of deep and sincere faith 
and their actions godly, so they have a clear conscience. Before being called a deacon they 
should be tested and when they pass, they can serve as deacons. 

As with male deacons, female deacons* should be women worthy of respect and not gossip 
spreaders. They should be moderate in all their behaviors and fully trustworthy. 

A male deacon must be faithful to his wife and manage his children and household well. 
Deacons who serve well gain an excellent standing in the church and gain assurance of their 
faith in Jesus. 

 
*The Greek work literally means either ‘women’ or ‘wives.’ Because Paul does not speak to 

the wives of overseers, it seems most reasonable that word means women inferring women 
who are deacons.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Here Paul outlines the character traits for a deacon, a second leadership designation in the 
church. We have little direct information about the role and responsibility of overseers and 
deacons in the biblical church. We do know that are officially chosen and serve the church. The 
importance of this position (as with overseers) can be inferred by the high character bar set for 
choosing these leaders in the church.  

Deacons must be respectable, mature disciples who are either male or female. The way 
they live should point to their life in Christ.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The trait worthy of respect caught my attention. It is a powerful word picture. Even though I 
am not a deacon, as a church leader I believe that phrase should characterize me as well. To be 
worthy of respect… a person of integrity, honorable, good moral fiber and action, godly, and 
God-honoring. People speak well of you and for good reason… you have earned their trust.  

Could that be said of me? I certainly hope so… and more importantly God hopes so. 
Lord, help me to live a life that is worthy of respect.  



 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Today’s reading reinforces the BIG picture that people who lead the church, no matter their 
title need to be people of high and godly moral fiber and character. Church leaders will never 
be perfect and certainly aren’t ‘better than anyone else’ but their lives should display a depth of 
character that is worthy of respect.  

This means that the church, whatever polity, must create a process that as best as possible 
chooses people of high godly moral fiber and character. This is not a suggestion from God; it is a 
duty imposed by God.  

Lord, I pray for your church that its leaders are truly men and women worthy of respect.  
 
 

Saturday, November 19: 1Timothy 3:14-16 NIV2011  
14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15 if I am 

delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 16 Beyond all question, the 
mystery from which true godliness springs is great:  

He appeared in the flesh,  
was vindicated by the Spirit,  

was seen by angels,  
was preached among the nations,  

was believed on in the world,  
was taken up in glory. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

We wrap up this week with the closing words of chapter 3… 
I am planning to come to you soon but in the event I am delayed I write you this letter so 

you will know how people should conduct themselves as part of God’s family, which is the 
church of the Living God, the keepers of God’s truth. Without a doubt the mystery -hidden to 
natural human reason and only known by the revelation of God- from which true godliness 
grows is great:  

He appeared in the flesh and was justified righteous by the Spirit. 
He was seen by angels and preached among the nations. 
And he was believed by many in the world and was taken up into glory. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We, God’s people, God’s church, should be grateful Paul chose to write his thoughts rather 
than wait until he could give them verbally to Timothy in person.  

The mystery of God -mystery being something hidden from normal, natural human reason 
and now declared by God through the coming of Jesus- surely is great and is the foundation of 
what we believe and how we live. 



Jesus became human and in giving His life He fulfilled all the righteous decrees of 
God and therefore was justified by the Spirit. (The implication of the last 
portion of the verse is that God received Jesus’ offering for our sins.) 

Jesus was known in heaven and thus was seen by angels and Jesus has been 
preached by the church throughout the world. 

Jesus and His message was believed by many throughout the world and Jesus was 
taken up into glory/heaven. 

Please notice that this brief statement includes Jesus’ preexistence (seen/known by angels, 
also the fact that He became human, suggesting He preexisted, and was more than human), 
Jesus’ incarnation (became human) and Jesus’ return to heaven (taken up into glory/heaven 
with the inference that He returned to His pre-human existence). Thus, declaring this 
statement, we affirm the full scope of Jesus’ existence and thus His divinity. 

What a statement this is indeed. And surely no amount of human reasoning by itself could 
deduce this mystery. It needed to be made know by the revelation of God! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The faith I hold is held by faith. Human reasoning alone cannot deduce the great work of 
God in Jesus Christ the Lord. Only by God: 

1) declaring His truth through Jesus and the Scriptures, and  
2) opening my heart to believe God’s revelation  

could I have joined God’s family. My heart overflow with gratitude for what the Lord God has 
done for me in enabling me to accept His truth.  

In addition, the Spirit is reminding me that this diving mystery now revealed, this truth 
about Jesus is not mine to keep. Rather it is mine to offer to others. The two phrases: ‘preached 
on in the world’ and ‘believed by many throughout the world’ call me to participate in 
spreading God’s Good News, God’s mystery now revealed. And whether I do this personally or 
help finance the spread of the Gospel or both I need to be about this…  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This passage is a reminder for the church that Jesus is the central truth and focus of our 
faith. Jesus is God’s mystery revealed and God Himself. And preaching, offering, sharing the 
truth and message of Jesus with the world remains our -the Church’s- calling. We must never 
lose sight of this….  

 
 

Sunday, November 20, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   



 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

