
The Weekly Word 
November 7-13, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we begin reading what are know as the Pastoral Espistles, 

1Timothy, 2Timothy and Titus. Today we tackle 1Timothy 1. I hope you are blessed as you join me. 
Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, November 7: 1Timothy 1: 1-2 NIV2011 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our 

hope,  
2 To Timothy my true son in the faith:  
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
I often like to spend a few minutes with the opening of a letter. How Paul describes himself 

can be informative.  
The Bible I read offers this introduction to 1 Timothy: 
As Paul neared the end of his life, he chose young men such as Timothy to carry on his work. 
His two letters to Timothy form a leadership manual for the young pastor, giving Timothy 
instructions for leading the church and warning him of false teachers. Paul also provided 
Timothy with personal instructions on how to be a man of God. 
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by God’s call and command. God is our Savior and Christ 

Jesus is our hope. 
To Timothy, my son and mentee by our mutual faith in Jesus Christ. 
Grace, mercy and peace from our Father God and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul makes it clear that he is an apostle of Jesus Christ’s not by his own calling but because 
of God command. (Paul felt compelled -commanded- by God to go and spread the news about 
Jesus.) Three times Paul uses ‘our’ to describe a connection to or blessing from God. By this 
Paul is letting Timothy know they are in this together. The same God who called Paul is at work 
in Timothy.  

When Paul names Timothy as the recipient he emphasizes that Timothy is ‘my’ son… Paul is 
owning the relationship with Timothy. Paul bonds himself to Timothy with these words.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The three uses of ‘our’ catch my attention. As believers we are all in this faith together and 
our walk with the Lord is not individualistic but connected with other believers in Jesus. God is 



reminding me that I am not alone, I am part of a family of faith-filled people. I don’t walk with 
Christ alone, but I walk with a community walking with Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We, brothers and sisters in Christ, are in this journey of faith together. Never lose sight of 
this reality. We are the people of God not the individuals of God, as God’s people we need to 
remember this, and we need to recognize that as a community we have to work hard to remain 
connected to one another. 

 
 

Tuesday, November 8: 1Timothy 1:3-7 NIV2011 
3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may 

command certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote themselves to 
myths and endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than 
advancing God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from 
a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from these and 
have turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know 
what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

It does not take Paul long to begin instructing Timothy in how he should lead the church in 
Ephesus. 

I remind you Timothy when I traveled for Macedonia and left you in charge in Ephesus, 
command those certain people to stop teaching false doctrines and stop digging into those 
myths and those endless genealogies. These only promote controversial speculations robbing 
precious time from advancing God’s work, which is through faith (in Jesus Christ). Love is our 
goal. God’s command and love comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. 
Unfortunately, some have left this foundation and run after meaningless talk. These people 
want to be teachers, but they don’t know about which they are talking. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Timothy, stay at the task I set before you, to correct those who are teaching falsehoods and 
running after wild myths, genealogies and the like. They are promoting the wrong things 
instead of promoting God’s things that advance God’s work in the world. The goal of my 
instruction is love which grows when the foundation of faith is strong. Three pillars of a strong 
faith foundation are:  a pure heart, a clear conscience, and a sincere faith in Jesus. A pure heart 
is undivided seeking after God and God alone. A clear conscience is a life well lived, doing God’s 
good in the world, and staying away from evil. And a sincere faith is marked by someone who 
loves God and seeks to know the Lord better and better the longer she or he lives.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am touched by the definition of love, which grows from a pure heart, a clear conscience, 
and a sincere faith. This invites me to examine my inner life. Am I pure, living honorably and 



holding a sincere faith in Jesus? Not looking for what I get out of faith but rather looking to have 
Jesus fill every room and corner of my life…. 

Lord, am I truly living this way??? 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Church, monitor your teachers. Are they teaching the way of Jesus? Are they calling people 

to faithfulness to our God? There are so many dead-end alleys that lead nowhere… like 
genealogies and speculative myths and the like. Keep to the truth of God in Jesus. The essence 
of which is found in the command to love… love God and neighbor. People who do this build 
their lives on 3 pillars: a pure heart, a clear conscience, and a sincere faith. 

Church when you are teaching and modeling the faith well these three pillars will be 
growing in your people… a pure heart, a clear conscience, and a sincere faith. Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, November 9: 1Timothy 1:8-11 NIV2011 
8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that the law is made 

not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and 
irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, 
for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever 
else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory of the 
blessed God, which he entrusted to me.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In this paragraph Paul writes a long list of people who lawbreakers… Paul’s list can obscure 
the essence of his thought. When I capture what the text says I will try to make Paul’s point 
clear… 

We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. We also know that the law is made for 
lawbreakers not for the righteous and that the law is made for anything contrary to sound 
teaching and living (doctrine), which conforms to the Gospel of Jesus which Jesus entrusted to 
me. Lawbreakers are the ungodly, sinful,  irreligious people, people who kill their parents,  
murders, sexually immoral, practicing homosexuals, slave traders, liars, and perjurers. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

God’s law is good, but we must use it properly. The law is meant to expose sin; therefore, its 
highest value is for people who break the law because it lets people know what behaviors and 
thoughts break God’s law. The law reveals what is contrary to God’s way of living. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This passage is calling me to measure my life and my actions and beliefs against God’s 
Word, the Bible both the Old and New Testaments. I must do this wisely and with all the 
learning I have… not merely as proof texts but with consistency, contextually and wholistically.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



As I think about this passage and the church, we all need to recognize that we are sinners 
therefore the law -the Word of God both Old and New Testaments- is for us. But we must use it 
correctly. As I noted above in the section where the Spirit was speaking to me, we in the church 
need to sure the Word of God is used not merely as proof texts but with consistency, 
contextually and wholistically. 

The Word of God should form the basis for our community and we need to hold our lives up 
to God’s word… and not use God’s Word as a bludgeoned for people who don’t believe it 
anyway.  

 
 

Thursday, November 10: 1Timothy 1:12-14 NIV2011 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 

trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 
14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that 
are in Christ Jesus.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul offers a brief biological glimpse into his life… 
I thank Jesus our Lord -the one who gives me strength to live a believing life-because He 

trusted me and appointed me to His service. Jesus did this even though I was once  a violent 
man who blasphemed God and persecuted the church. I was not a believer and was ignorant of 
God’s ospel way in Jesus, still God showed me mercy. God’s grace was poured out on me 
abundantly. In addion God laviished faith and love  up one in Christ Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Paul is thankful that God saved and rescued him. Paul admits that he lived ignorantly of 
God’s way, that he was a violent person who persecuted the church and blasphemed God. As 
bad as Paul was God showed him mercy, pouring grace, faith and love upon him in Christ Jesus.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Paul’s personal history led me to walk down memory lane remembering who I was before 
Christ -self-centered and arrogant. More than that my walk down memory lane reminded me 
how much mercy, grace, and love God lavished upon me when He called me to Himself and 
saved me. Thank you, Jesus, for saving me. I didn’t deserve it in any way. I am blown away by 
the love God showed to me when he reached sown to me and called me to Himself.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Every one of us in the church has our own story of being saved. We each were at enmity 
with God until God worked in our lives to show us Himself and His love for us. None of us would 
be a Christ follower were it not for God rescuing us. 

It is important to remember this because we are no better than anyone else. We dare not 
look down on anyone else who is outside of Christ because we were there too. And as God 



showed His love to us, God may use us to show His love to others. As the church this is our 
calling to live in such a way that God might use us to show His love to others, no matter what 
they are like at this moment. 

 
 

Friday, November 11: 1Timothy 1:15-17 NIV2011 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy 
so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an 
example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul concludes this section, wrapping up his brief bio with a teaching based on his personal 
experience. 

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Jesus became human to save 
sinners. I was the worst of sinners, so when God saved me by showing me mercy, Jesus displays 
His immense patience! Jesus saving me is an example for everyone who believes in Jesus and 
receives eternal life.  

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Since God saved Paul one of the worst sinners -remember from yesterday Paul was a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a violent man- we have an example of how immense God’s 
patience and mercy is for people yet to be saved. This is a tremendous teaching about how we 
must never give up on a person… anyone no matter how heinous their sins are, are not beyond 
the reach of God’s love, mercy and grace! 

Paul concludes with a song of praise for God. Whenever we consider how good God has 
been to us, praise should well up inside of us. Sometimes our praise will issue forth in song or 
other kinds of verbal praise. At other times it might be experienced as overwhelming love for 
God… whatever our personal manifestation, may God be praised in and through our lives.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Reading through Paul’s brief faith-history, I am reminded of my own. I recall many little 
ways God reached out to me over many years starting when I was quite young -elementary or 
middle school as I recall. God’s faithfulness and patience as I ignored and talked myself out of 
God moments is staggering. Thankfully God never gave up on me. God pursued me until I 
surrendered to faith in Jesus. Thank you, Lord, for your patience, goodness, graciousness, and 
love toward me. Halleluiah. Amen. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



No one is beyond the reach of God. If God continues to be patience with sinners giving 
them every opportunity to turn around (repent) and come to Him, we in the church should do 
no less. Let us be a church that continues to patiently reach out to beyond the church so that 
some might relent and turn to God through faith in Jesus… May it be so Lord!!!  

 
 

Saturday, November 12: 1Timothy 1:18-20 NIV2011  
18 Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made 

about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, 19 holding on to faith and a 
good conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with regard to the 
faith. 20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be 
taught not to blaspheme.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Paul returns to his message for Timothy, his son in the faith. Paul begins with a statement of 
affectionate care… 

Timothy, my son, you are in a pastoral battle (in Ephesus). Remember the prophecies 
spoken over you and hold on to faith in Jesus and to appropriate living which will allow you a 
good conscience before God. Don’t be like some people that have suffered a shipwrecked with 
their faith, people like Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be 
taught not to blaspheme. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Timothy has been left in Ephesus to re-establish order in the church there after Paul left. 
Paul reminds Timothy (and us through Timothy) that a key to church leadership (and of 
personal discipleship I might add) is to hold on to the faith we have in Jesus, tenaciously. And 
holding on to faith includes living rightly before God, which allows us to have a clean conscience 
before God. 

Paul bids Timothy to do this, which is in accord with prophecies made about him. (Oh, how 
we wish we knew what the prophecies made over Timothy were!) Paul then contrasts Timothy 
with 2 men who have gone astray. Similar to what Paul says in 1Corinthians 5:1-5, Paul hands 
then over to Satan to learn a hard lesson not to blaspheme. In light of 1Corinthians, this is a 
redemptive action… hopefully handed over to Satan will teach them a lesson and bring them 
back into the faith-fold… 

1Corinthians 5:5: hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,,  so that his 
spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Hold on to faith… cling tenaciously to the faith I have been given. This suggested to me that 
I have to work at my faith, I have to seek to grow in the Lord regularly and all my life long! And 
growing in faith is not simply learning new truths about God, it is practicing my faith by living 
faithfully, day in and day out. As I live this way, I will maintain a clear conscience with the 
Lord!!! 



Bill, press into the Lord and live faithfully this is the bottom line take-a-way from today’s 
reading for me. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

In the church, leadership needs to correct people when they venture away from the core of 
the faith. To allow people to turn away without seeking to correct them is not leadership at all. 
In Paul’s situation, assuming they rejected correction up to this point, Paul now turns them over 
to Satan. While we don’t exactly know what this means, it suggests that Paul allows 
consequences of their actions to run their course, believing that when they find themselves 
outside the church and its loving fellowship they will come to their senses and return to the 
Lord and the Lord’s people. This is not pleasant, but hopefully this ‘tough love’ will result in 
their returning to the Lord, which is a wonderful outcome. Amen!!! 

 
 

Sunday, November 13, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

