
The Weekly Word 
October 31- November 6, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading 1John 5 through 3John. I hope you are 

blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, October 31: 1John 5:13-15 NIV2011 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we 
ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John wraps up his first letter with some final comments, exhortations, and affirmations.  
I want everyone who believes in the Son of God to know that you have eternal life. And this 

gives us confidence in approaching God that anything we ask of God in accordance with His will, 
God hears. And if God hears us, whatever we ask (in accordance with God’s will), we know that 
we have what we asked of him. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

First as believers in Jesus we need to know we have eternal life. God grants us the gift of 
eternal life the moment we confess and believe in Jesus. In addition, knowing we have eternal 
life gives us confidence that whenever we pray about things that are in accordance with God’s 
will, God hears us. Knowing that God hears us we know too that we have what we asked of him. 

Folks, God will always execute His will so when we pray according to His will we are praying 
that God will do something He has already willed…  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My mind and heart are blessed by the knowing I have eternal life. What a gift to know in the 
depths of my being that I am known and loved by God right here and right now. And that God 
will take me to be with Him when I die. I am in the palm of God’s hand and I can trust God’s 
love and His promise of eternal life. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As believers we can have confidence that we have (present tense) eternal life. Thus, we 
have God’s eternal life right now and into the future. This should not breed arrogance that we 
are better than others or anything like this. Rather the deep knowing that we are God’s own 
should give us confidence to live obediently and joyfully for the Lord. And this includes 



confidence in prayer… and that when praying according to God’s will God hears and answers. 
Always! Thanks be to God.  

 
 

Tuesday, November 1: 1John 5: 16-21 NIV2011 
16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray 

and God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that 
leads to death. I am not saying that you should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and 
there is sin that does not lead to death.  

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God 
keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 19 We know that we are children of God, 
and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son of 
God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we 
are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.  

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This is John’s final exhortation, with today’s reading 1John concludes. 
Pray for your brother or sister who commits a sin that doesn’t lead to death. When you do 

God will give them life. I refer to sin that does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to 
death, I am not saying to pray about that. All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not 
lead to death.  

We know true brothers and sisters in Christ will not continue to sin; Jesus, the One who was 
born of God keeps them safe and therefore the evil one cannot harm them. Here are things we 
know: 

We know that we are children of God but the world is under the control of the evil one. 
We know that Jesus, the Son of God, has come and that He has given us understanding so 

that we can know Him who is true, namely the Father. And we are in Him who is true (the 
Father) by being in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.  

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Well, John pens an interesting ending. God directs us to keep ourselves from idols. I take 
this to mean we need to keep ourselves from anything that is competition for God. God alone is 
to be our focus and our delight. 

We are to pray for brothers and sisters who sin and God will grant them life. (I don’t 
honestly know what John means by a sin that leads to death. It could be the total renunciation 
of Jesus, like those in 1John 2 who went out from them showing they never belonged to them. 
It must be something of enormous magnitude. It may refer to the antichrists who have rejected 
God’s truth and are knowingly and willfully spreading lies instead) John also reminds us that all 
wrongdoing is sin. We sin anytime we miss the mark of what God would have us do, say, be, 
think about, etc… 



Whatever we do with the ‘sin that leads to death’ we are enjoined to pray for brothers and 
sisters who sin. This may be intercessory prayer of the highest order.  

As believers we should continually grow in maturity and faith. This means that we will not 
remain embroiled in sin.  

Being in God means God will keep us safe from the evil one. The world is controlled by the 
evil one, but we are God’s children… we are under God’s care and protection. Jesus came and 
gives us understanding to know God who is true. Being in Christ means we have eternal life… no 
matter what happens to us in this world, we are God’s!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I need to be more diligent praying for brothers and sisters, period. And in this prayer, I 
should be interceding for them before the Lord God, especially when I see them straying into 
sin-filled territory.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, pray for one another… and pray hard that we all grow up in Christ and that we stay 
clear of sin. This reminds me of the Lord’s prayer when we pray, “and lead us not into 
temptation.” We should be praying this for ourselves but also for sisters and brothers. 

 
 

Wednesday, November 2: 2John 1-6 NIV2011 
1 The elder,  
To the lady chosen by God and to her children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but 

also all who know the truth—2 because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever:  
3 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will 

be with us in truth and love.  
4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the 

Father commanded us. 5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we 
have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk in 
obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you 
walk in love.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

We now turn to 2John. This is one of 4 short 1-page epistles in the NT. We will spend 2 days 
reading and processing this letter. 

The author simply names himself as ‘the elder.’ Tradition has given us John the Apostle as 
the author. 

The recipient is named as the lady chosen by God and to her children, whom I love in the 
truth… (Scholars are divided whether this is an actual lady or if ‘lady’ is a euphemism for a local 
church. Since my understanding is that this is an actual unnamed lady, I will translate it so.) 

To a dear sister in Christ (i.e., chosen by God) and her children, whom I love in the truth. In 
addition to me all who know the truth love you as well because the truth lives in you as it lives 
in us and will be with us forever. (The truth here is likely Jesus.) 



Grace, mercy and peace from Father God and Jesus the Father’s Son is with us in truth and 
love. 

I have great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth of Jesus, as God the 
Father commands us. Now dear lady I ask that we love one another, this is not a new 
command, but one Jesus gave us. This is love: that followers are obedient to God’s commands. 
You have heard from the beginning God and Jesus’ command is that you walk in love.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

After a standard letter opening (and after one decides if this is a letter written to a real lady 
or if ‘lady’ is an euphemism for a local church) John proceeded to his point. Love. To love one 
another is God/Jesus’ command and it has been the command from the beginning. John goes 
on to define love as obedience to God’s commands.  

Therefore for us as Christ-followers, this is a call to obedience to God which includes love 
for one another. The passage calls us to obedience which includes love.  

One of the main reasons I opt for ‘the lady’ being a real person is that I cannot imagine John 
saying to a church It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth. Is 
God’s desire that only some of the church walk in His truth??? No the entire point of the letter 
so far is that the people walk in the truth by loving and obediently following God’s commands.  

John the elder could, on the other hand, find great joy in the fact that some of her biological 
children are walking with the Lord. This is certainly not ideal but is a reality for many Christ-
following parents and families.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Sometimes it feels like John in his letters is a ‘one trick pony’… his message is regularly love: 
love one another and love God which is obedience to God’s commands.  

I feel the burn as God continues to pound his point, Bill love others and love (be obedient) 
to me! 

Lord, help me to live up to your calling to love you and other…!!! 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Repeating an important theme, we as God’s church are to wear our faith on our sleeves by 

loving one another and loving God, which means obeying the commands God has given to us.  
Church, I think we all know what we should be doing… let’s do it.! 
 
 

Thursday, November 3: 2John 7-13 NIV2011 
7 I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the 

flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch 
out that you do not lose what we have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. 9 Anyone 
who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever 
continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does 
not bring this teaching, do not take them into your house or welcome them. 11 Anyone who 
welcomes them shares in their wicked work.  



12 I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope to visit 
you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete.  

13 The children of your sister, who is chosen by God, send their greetings.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
With love for one another and obedience as the measure of love for God established John 

continues… 
I write you about loving one another and obedience to God’s commands because many 

deceivers -people who do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh- are out in 
the world. These people are deceivers and antichrists. Be on alert [that you do not listen to 
them] and lose what you have worked for. You don’t want to lose your reward. People who do 
not continue in the teachings of Christ but run ahead into wrong teachings do not have God in 
their lives. People who continue in the Lord’s teachings have both the Father and the Son. Do 
not show hospitality and take into your homes anyone of those deceivers. Do not even 
welcome them. If you do you share in their wicked work! 

I have much more I could write to you. Instead, I am hoping to come to you so we can talk 
face to face. Being with you will make our joy complete. 

Others with me send greetings… 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

In a world where hospitality and housing traveling preachers was a high value and an 
accepted action in loving one another, John writes strongly to the lady not to allow any 
deceivers or antichrists to lodge in her house. She needs to beware of them for two reasons. 
One, by housing them she is aiding and abetting in their evil cause. And two, they might 
influence her away from the Lord, thus she could forfeit her joy and reward.  

Decerning rightly is important when it comes to the people we allow to influence our lives 
and the lives of those we care about. In our present world this not only means people who 
come into our homes physically, but also those we allow in our homes through media. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Who am I listening to? Are they teachers of the truth or false teachers?  This is an important 
question for me and for every Christ follower. I don’t want to be pulled off the path by cunning 
false teachers… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church… be extremely careful about who you are allowing into your midst as teachers and 
proclaimers of truth. If they are not speaking God’s truth, they can pull people away and 
leaders will be considered complicit for allowing false teachers into the church.  

 
 

Friday, November 4: 3John 1-8 NIV2011 
1 The elder,  
To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.  



2 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even 
as your soul is getting along well. 3 It gave me great joy when some believers came and testified 
about your faithfulness to the truth, telling how you continue to walk in it. 4 I have no greater joy 
than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.  

5 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters, f even 
though they are strangers to you. 6 They have told the church about your love. Please send them 
on their way in a manner that honors God. 7 It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, 
receiving no help from the pagans. 8 We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people so 
that we may work together for the truth.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

We now come to John’s 3rd letter. Right off the bat you will see similarities with 2John. This 
letter is clearly written to an individual, Gaius. 

The elder,  
To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.  (Before you read on ponder the phrase 

whom I love in the truth). 
Dear friend, I pray life is well with you and that your faith is strong and well. I was overjoyed 

when some folks told me about your faithfulness to God’s truth and how you are continuing to 
walk faithfully with Jesus. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children in the faith are 
walking in God’s truth. 

Dear friend, I appreciate your faithfulness in what you are doing to support brothers and 
sisters, even though they aren’t known to you. They told the church about your love. Please 
send them on in a manner that honors God. It was for the sake of Jesus that they went out. 
They get no help from non-believers on their journey. We in the church should show hospitality 
to people working for the faith as they are. This way we all work together for the truth of God.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This is an affectionate letter between John and a friend in the faith, Gaius. John encourages 
him on two accounts. First, he is walking with the Lord and John commends him for 
faithfulness. Second, John blesses him because he is showing hospitality, supporting, and caring 
for traveling emissaries for Jesus. (We might consider these people missionaries or 
preachers/gospel witnesses who are going around building up the church. Particularly in the NT 
times hospitality was critical for advancing the Gospel because missionaries had to rely on local 
people for support. There were no mission networks as we have them now.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Today’s reading drives me to think about how well I am supporting the work of Gospel 
advance in the world today. Gaius was blessed for his support of brothers and sisters who were 
taking the Gospel and supporting churches throughout the area.  

How well am I advancing the Gospel of Jesus in the world??? 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 



The letter to Gaius reminds us in the church that personal growth is anticipated and should 
be encouraged. From the day we first believed until we go home to be with Jesus we should be 
growing in our faith. 

Second, Gospel advance is critical. In Gaius’ day hospitality propelled the Gospel around the 
globe. Now propelling the Gospel takes different avenues but doing so remains important. 
Church, are you giving energy to advance the Gospel so that the world may know that Jesus is 
Lord? 

 
 

Saturday, November 5: 3John 9-14 NIV2011  
9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will not welcome us. 10 So when 

I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, spreading malicious nonsense about us. Not 
satisfied with that, he even refuses to welcome other believers. He also stops those who want to 
do so and puts them out of the church.  

11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is 
from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius is well spoken of by 
everyone—and even by the truth itself. We also speak well of him, and you know that our 
testimony is true.  

13 I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. 14 I hope to see you 
soon, and we will talk face to face.  

Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends there by name. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Beyond the encouragement opening the letter there are clearly problems in the church. 

Gaius, it seems, is a leader or at least a respected person/voice in the church. John continues… 
I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be in charge did nothing with what we 

wrote. So, when I come, I will call him out. He is even spreading false and malicious rumors 
about us. What’s more he even refuses hospitality to other believers and prevents others from 
doing so as well by putting them out of the church.  

Dear friend, do not follow the lead of those doing evil, continue to do what is good and 
right. People who do good as God defines good are from God. People who do not do good as 
God defines it are not from God. Demetrius is highly regarded by everyone- and even by truth 
itself. We also know him to be good and you know you can believe us. 

I could say so much more but rather than write to you I hope to come see you soon. Then 
we can talk face to face. 

Peace to you. Friends with me send greetings. Please greet our friends there by name.  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

First John calls out Diotrephes as a church leader who has gone rogue. He is refusing 
communications from John and concocting false stories about John. He is refusing to offer 
hospitality to other emissaries of Jesus and even excommunicating people who would show 
these Jesus’ witnesses hospitality. Like I said, he is a church leader who had gone rogue. 



John bids Gaius NOT to emulate leaders like Diotrephes. Instead, Gaius should emulate 
people like Demetrius who is well known among the saints and even John highly regards him. 

Through this section John is reminding us to pay attention and be wise about the people we 
emulate… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Spirit is inviting me to consider the people and voices I listen to and emulate. Are they 
people of Christ-honoring character and action? 

As a pastor the negative example of Diotrephes is a warning to me… lead as Jesus would 
lead not out of my own ego. Leadership in Christ’s church is a sacred calling… not my will but 
God’s be done.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, examine your leaders… do they display the character of Jesus? Do they honor the 
received teaching of God’s Word? Are they full of truth and do they care for the family of God? 

Church, leadership matters… God-honoring leadership matters. 
  
 

Sunday, November 6, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

