
The Weekly Word 
October 24-30, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading 1John 4-5. I hope you are blessed as you 

join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, October 24: 1John 4:4-6 NIV2011 
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you 

is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from 
the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever 
knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we 
recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
John continues with his topic about discerning the spirit of the speaker…  

Dear children, God is with you because you are from God, and you have overcome the 
antichrists. You did so, not on your own strength but because God who is in you is greater than 
the evil one. They are from the world, so they speak from worldly wisdom and people of the 
world listen to them. We are from God; everyone who knows God listens to us but those from 
the world do not listen to us. This is yet another way to discern the Spirit of truth from the spirit 
of falsehood.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

God is in us, so His truth is in us. When we speak people of God will recognize God’s truth 
and listen. The people of the world are filled with the world’s truth and people of the world will 
listen to them. Don’t expect people of the world to listen to you when you speak God’s truth… 
this is yet another way you can discern the Spirit of Christ from the spirit of the antichrist. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Bill, understand that people in whom God has placed His Spirit will recognize when you 
speak God’s truth. However, don’t expect people not filled with God to understand. Speak and 
preach the truth as best you can and trust that God’s Spirit in me will communicate with God’s 
Spirit in others.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, ask God’s Spirit within you to help you discern rightly when something spoken is 
from the Lord. Pay attention to not only what people say but also who is following them. Their 
followers will help you know if they are following the Lord or the world. 

 



 
Tuesday, October 25: 1John 4:7-12 NIV2011 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in 
us and his love is made complete in us.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

How important is loving one another? Today’s reading reveals that it is of prime importance 
for people who follow Jesus Christ. 

Dear friends, love one another because love comes from God. Everyone who loves shows 
that they are born of God and that they know God. People who don’t love do not know God 
because God is love. Want to know what love is? God showed us when He sent His Son into the 
world so that we might live through Him. Here’s a definition of love: not that we loved God but 
that God sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us 
so, we too should love one another. No one has seen God but if we love each other, God lives in 
us and God’s love is perfect and complete in us. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Love should be the defining characteristic of God’s people. Love in action, sacrificial action, 
not merely sentimental or words-only love. When a person is in God then God’s love is 
complete in them so that they too have the capacity to love others with the kind of love God 
has for us. God is love and God showed His love by sending Jesus to be the atonement we 
needed to be saved and forgiven. Now since God has loved us our rule of faith and directive 
from God is to love one another as God has loved us!  

Let us show the world we love God by loving one another! 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
One word truly says sit all… LOVE. If I am not loving others, then I am not living up to my 

calling in Christ. Am I a person in whom others see LOVE? 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Church LOVE one another. Is it any wonder the church was known as people who love? I 

think of Acts 2:42-47. They were born again, then naturally and organically began caring for and 
loving one another. That’s what we should look like today… people who love one another!!! 

 
 

Wednesday, October 26: 1John 4:13-16 NIV2011 
13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And 

we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If 



anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so 
we know and rely on the love God has for us.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Is love for others the only way we know we live in God and God in us? No! John continues… 
Here is how we KNOW we live in God and God in us: God has given us His Holy Spirit. We 

have seen and testify that God sent Jesus, His Son, to be the Savior of the world. If we confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, then God lives in us and we in God. Then we know and rely on 
God’s love for us! 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Want another indicator we live in God and God in us? Trust God the Holy Spirit in us. God 
gives us HSpirit when we believe Jesus, that God sent Jesus to be the Savior of the world. When 
we confess Jesus is God’s Son, God moves in and lives in us and we in God. When this happens 
we can rely on God and the love God has for us. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is reminding me that 1) confession of faith in Jesus as God’s son and Savior of the world 
is the doorway through which a person (me) walks in order to become part of God’s family. 2) 
When we confess Jesus, God moves into our life (through the presence of the HS) and we 
become part of God’s family. The result of 1&2 is that we become part of God’s family; then we 
can rely on God and bank on God’s love for us. 

Amen, Lord God… now I pray that You help me to live so… 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Faith is never a personal walk alone… When faith in Jesus becomes a reality in our lives we 

are incorporated into God’s family. God give us His Holy Spirit and God assures us of His love. 
Both of these -the Spirit and God’s assurance of love- should give us a love for His family. 
Church trust God and live out of the trust…  

 
 

Thursday, October 27: 1John 4:16-21 NIV2011 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made 

complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are 
like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot 
love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves 
God must also love their brother and sister.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



John continues unpacking the importance of love as a characteristic of genuine faith. I 
cannot read this passage without hearing Jesus’ answer about the greatest commandment in 
the background… love God and love neighbor (others).  

God is love. The person who lives in love lives in God and God in them. Living in God is how 
love is made complete in us and this gives us confidence before God on the day of judgement. 
We are to be like Jesus as we live in this world. A person is not afraid (of God) when they live in 
love because love drives out fear. Fear finds its source in punishment; a person who fears is not 
perfected in love. 

We are able to love (not because of ourselves) because God first loved us. You cannot claim 
to love God and still hate a brother or sister. If you do this you are a liar. Be honest, if you don’t 
love brothers and sisters who you see with your eyes, how can you expect to love God who you 
cannot see. God gives us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and 
sister. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

John in his own way reiterates Jesus’ teaching about loving God and loving others. John links 
the two teaching that if a person loves God they should, due to their new personhood in God, 
love others. When we love God, God places His love in us.  

John also notes a wonderful benefit of being in God and this is that we are no longer 
motivated by fear, which grows from the dread of punishment. Instead love becomes our 
motivator… and we are back where we began loving God which means we will love others as 
well.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I a loving person? Do I truly love or am I simply feigning love. This is something to 
ponder.  

Growing up my faith was definitely motivated by fear… fear that God was going to get me. 
Since confessing Christ, that fear has been replaced, in large measure, by love for God out of 
thanks and reverence for what God has done for me. Thinking through this passage this change 
in my life gives me a deep sense of being in God. Thank you, Lord.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Another direct word to the church about loving others. If we are going to be God’s church, 
then love for one another must become a hallmark of who we are… 

 
 

Friday, October 28: 1John 5:1-5 NIV2011 
5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the 

father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving 
God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And 
his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the 
victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Anyone who lifts the ‘love’ paragraphs out of the context of the entire letter claiming love 
alone is all we need to be born of God has not read today’s paragraph. Today John places faith 
in Jesus in its proper primary position. 

Belief that Jesus is the Christ is the guarantee that the person is born of God, and everyone 
who loves the Father loves God’s child too. How do you know a person loves the children of 
God, they will love God and be obedient to God’s commands. In fact love for God equals 
obedience to God’s commands. And for people who love God keeping God’s commands is not 
burdensome. Everyone born of God has overcome the world. The victory that overcomes the 
world is faith (in Jesus). Who has overcome the world? ONLY the person who believes Jesus is 
the Son of God. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Faith in Jesus Christ is the ticket to being born of God and to overcoming the world. Faith in 
Jesus Christ is manifested through obedience to God’s commands, which isn’t burdensome. 
Love for God is also manifested in obedience to God’s commands. According to John love for 
God equals faith in God, which is lived out through obedience to God’s commands. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

If I say I love God then my life should evidence obedience to God’s will and way. If I say I 
have faith in God or I believe in Jesus Christ then my life should evidence obedience to God’s 
commands. Obedience to God is the outcome of faith in God/Jesus and love for God/Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

If we are truly God’s children then we will be obedient to the Lord and His Word. Obedience 
is a (maybe ‘the’) hallmark of faith in and love for the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
  



 
Saturday, October 29: 1John 5:6-12 NIV2011  

6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, 
but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For 
there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in 
agreement. 9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the 
testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God 
accepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because 
they have not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: 
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 
does not have the Son of God does not have life.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Yesterday John ended the paragraph writing. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. Today he continues with a description of the Son 
of God. 

The Son of God is the one who came by water and blood, namely Jesus Christ. He did not 
come only by water, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is named the Spirit of Truth, 
testifies to this. Thus, there are three that testify, the Spirit, the water,  the blood, and the 
three agree. We all accept the testimony of other people; God’s testimony is greater because it 
is God who is testifying about His Son. Everyone who believes in the Son of God accepts the 
testimony of God. Anyone who does not believe what God says about His Son makes God out to 
be a liar. And here is what God says: God gives us eternal life when we believe in His Son. 
Everyone who believes in the Son has life; those who do not believe do not have life.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This passage continues the teaching about the Son of God, Jesus. In essence of John’s 
teaching is that everyone who believes in Jesus has eternal life and conversely people who do 
not believe in Jesus do not have life (by ‘life’ John is speaking about eternal life). 

John labors to tell us that this truth just stated is in fact the testimony of God. Therefore, it 
is true. People who do not believe this make God out to be a liar.  

John also speaks of Jesus as the One who came by water and blood. The phrase water and 
blood is a difficult phrase to understand. Commentators throughout history have struggled with 
what this means. Most suggest that water points to Jesus’ baptism when God spoke and the 
dove descended. (I always thought it referred to Jesus’ birth, but I have never read that 
understanding in any commentary.) The blood obviously refers to His crucifixion when Jesus 
gave His blood a ransom for many. Thus, God the Father at Jesus’ baptism, Jesus' death on the 
cross and all that attended that moment, and the Spirit are all in agreement that Jesus is the 
Son of God (see verse 8). 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me this paragraph is another emphasizing that Jesus is the entrance gate to salvation. 
Belief in Jesus is the one way back into relationship with God. This basic Christian teaching then 



invites me to praise and thanksgiving. God has done for me in Jesus what I could never have 
done for myself. God saved me. I don’t deserve God’s gracious love and salvation… all I can do 
is offer God praise, glory, and thanks for saving me. And this is just what I get to do tomorrow 
when I gather with the saints in worship of my God -Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The Bible teaches us a great deal about God and God’s ways. Preeminent among everything 
God’s Word teaches us is that Jesus alone is the way of salvation. We as God’s church need to 
teach the whole council of God… and following John’s lead, we must constantly and repeatedly 
emphasize that faith in Jesus is the way of salvation. And that this teaching is God’s truth and 
God doesn’t lie!!! 

 
 

Sunday, October 30, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

