
The Weekly Word 
Oct 17-23, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading 1John 3-4. I hope you are blessed as you 

join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, October 17: 1John 2:28-3:6 NIV2011 
28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident 

and unashamed before him at his coming.  
29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been 

born of him.  
3:1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known. But we know that when Christ appears, r we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he 
is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him 
keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Picking up his ‘dear children’ line John continues… 
Dear children, continue to live in Him so that when Jesus appears we may be confident at 

His coming and not be ashamed when we see Him. 
You know that Jesus is righteous, so understand that everyone who does what is right in 

God’s eyes is born of Him. 
God has lavished His love on us by calling us children of God! And that is what we are, 

children of God! The reason the world doesn’t know us is that it didn’t know Him. Dear friends, 
right now we are children of God and what we will be when Jesus returns has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is that when Christ returns, we will be like Him. We shall see Him 
as He is. And all who have this hope in Christ purify themselves, just as He is pure. 

Everyone who sins breaks God’s law; sin is lawlessness. But you know Jesus appeared to 
take away our sins. In Jesus is no sin. And no one who lives in Him continues to sin. Anyone who 
continues to sin has not seen or known Him. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

John continues to establish the duality… either you are in Christ and know Christ or you are 
not in Him and do know not know Christ. Those who know Christ conquer sin -at least ongoing-
sin behavior (from 1John 1:9 we know that when we sin, we can be forgiven so there is some 



allowance for sin in a Christ followers’ life). And those not in Christ continue to sin and are 
deemed lawbreakers. We are called to NOT sin. When we live as Christ wants, we look forward 
to His appearing and are confident in our faith when He does.  

A second blessings in Christ is that we are children of God… allow that phrase to sink in. We 
are part of God’s family. This is such an astounding truth and one that can too easily be glanced 
over. We are part of God’s family due to the love God lavishes upon us!!! (Again, don’t miss the 
word ‘lavished.’ What a descriptive word!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

First, I marvel at being invited into God’s family… I am a child of God… by God’s grace and 
through God’s love! How astounding is this! I bear God’s name. I am in God’s will! Oh my, the 
joy… Additionally this means I bear His name. How I live reflects on the Lord. Therefore, I should 
live in ways that honor God’s goodness. This means I need to keep sin in check in my life. This is 
my constant challenge to keep sin in check.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, let us live up to our name… we are God’s family, God’s own people and we should 
live like that. When the world looks at the Church or your church, what do they see? Do they 
see a community that is exemplifying God’s ways of love and grace or are they seeing 
something else??? 

 
 

Tuesday, October 18: 1John 3:7-10 NIV2011 
7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is 

righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the 
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in 
them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. 10 This is how we know 
who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do 
what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The phrase ‘dear children’ marks a new section, the content of which you will see follows 
what John has been writing.  

Dear friends, don’t let anyone lead you astray. Know this: the one who lives as Jesus would 
have you live is righteous. People who live sinfully are of the devil; he has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason Jesus, the Son of God, came was to destroy the works of the devil. No 
one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s truth is in them; they cannot keep 
on sinning because they are born of God. How a person lives is how we know we are children of 
God and who are the children of the devil. Any person who doesn’t do what it right is not God’s 
child. A person who does not love their brothers and sisters is not of God either.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 



The main point is that John doesn’t want the people of the church being led astray. To 
guard them one needs to know who is of God and who is not so the church knows who to listen 
to and who to avoid. John offers a test: are the individuals in question living as God would have 
a person live? If yes, they are trustworthy. If no, they are not trustworthy. Tied in with this is a 
second indicator… do they love the brothers and sisters of God’s family? 

John has been harping on this throughout his letter. Our lives and how we live reflect if we 
are following the Lord. We, who are following the Lord, will do as God commands. John’s 
word… do not trust anyone who is not living as God commands. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As a teacher in the church of Jesus Christ I must keep my life under God’s control. I need to 
be living as Jesus would have me live. I do not want to harm anyone in God’s family. I am an 
example for them, so it is doubly important for me to stay close to Jesus and live for im… Living 
faithfully for the Lord is for my sake as a believer and for the flock under my care as an example 
for them. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, pay attention to how your leaders live. This is not only true for the men and women 
who lead and preach weekly in our parishes but also for those we follow online and through the 
internet. There are many false prophets out in the world trying to lead people astray. Pay 
attention to their lives. Be careful. Note, this is only one indicator, John has already spoken 
about whether they affirm or deny Christ. Christ deniers are false teachers and voices to avoid 
as well!!! 

 
Wednesday, October 19: 1John 3:11-15 NIV2011 

11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12 Do 
not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder 
him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, 
my brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to 
life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15 Anyone who 
hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing 
in him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John’s last thought in verse 10 about loving brother and sister sparks our word for today. 
Remember John is talking to people who have put their faith in Jesus, this is the given 
underneath this command to love… 

Here again is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 
Don’t be like Cain who killed his brother, showing he belonged to the evil one. Why did Cain 
murder his brother? Because his actions (offering) were evil and his brother’s was righteous. 
Now don’t be surprised brothers and sisters if the world doesn’t understand you and hates you. 
We have passed from death to life because we love one another. People who do not love are 
still in death. People who hate a brother or sister are murderers (remember Jesus in Matthew 
5) and no murderer has eternal life. 



 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

John continues to bring home his message about loving one another. People of Jesus will 
love others. This has been Jesus’ message since the beginning. Our actions reveal our hearts… 
that is the message of Cain’s story. The world is a duality, you are either in Jesus or in the world 
which is to be in the devil. Again, remember Paul in Colossians 1:13, when we are saved God 
transports us from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of the Son.  

It is also important to keep this passage in the context of 1John… already John has talked 
about need for faith in Jesus and how deniers of Jesus are of the devil and are antichrists. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Is my life reflecting Jesus?... Do I truly love brothers and sisters? The final sentence hit me. It 
reads:  Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer… The ‘a’ which I highlighted pierced 
my soul. God through John is not talking about how I love a group of brothers or sisters. How I 
relate to groups can be amorphous and non-specific. John writes about how I treat a single 
brother or sister. And this causes me to think through specific ways I treat individuals. There are 
people with whom I am often curt or short. Am I nasty… not really. But am I loving… no not 
really. All of this reminds me how far short of the Lord’s will and way I fall… and how much I 
need 1John1:9… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As the Lord confronted me about my sin, so too the church. How important it is to the Lord 
that we His people are loving people. How we treat people matters to God because we bear 
God’s name, and we represent the Lord to the world. We, as the Lord’s church must constantly 
be aware of this. What is the personality and what character traits do we broadcast to the 
world around us. How would people in our towns describe us?  

 
 

Thursday, October 20: 1John 3:16-18 NIV2011 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Talk about a direct word from Apostle/Pastor John… 
(Speaking about love) Jesus is our great example: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. So, 

we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. (Here’s a negative example) if 
someone has material goods and sees a brother or sister in need but doesn’t do anything for 
the one in need, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, we need to love -
not just in words and talk- but with actions and in truth. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Love looks like what Jesus did when He laid down His life for us. Love is action. We should 
lay down our lives for others.  God means we, who have material blessings, should release 
some of our blessings when we see a brother or sister in need. When we are blessed with the 
ability to help, God says help. Love is much more than words, it is actions -tangible help- done 
in truth. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Grow in generosity with God and others. Learn to release some of what God has given me 
to help those in need. Simple yet profound. And this is not a simple step of faith for someone 
like me who is generally frugal in all things.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As Jesus laid down His life for us… church, may that be our example of how we will lay down 
our lives for sisters and brothers in the faith. Gladly and even sacrificially we should be willing 
to help those in need.  

 
 

Friday, October 21: 1John 3:19-24 NIV2011 
19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his 

presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before 
God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what 
pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to 
love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and 
he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Verse 19 may not have been a helpful place to break our reading. Why do I say this? 
Because verse 19 seems to build off verses 16-18. In other words, loving on brothers and sisters 
is the “This is how we know” of verse 19. 

Loving others is how we know we belong to the truth and how we rest in God’s presence. If 
our hearts condemn us, we trust God who is greater than our hearts. He knows everything. 
Dear Friends, if our hearts don’t condemn us, we can be confident that God will answer our 
prayers and give us what we need because we are obedient and living as God wants. This is 
God’s command, to believe in Jesus and to love one another as He commands us. When we 
keep God’s commands we live in Him. And how do we know God lives in us? We know it by the 
Spirit he gave us. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

John continues his teaching on love…  



When we live lives of love toward others,we know we belong to God. Then if our hearts 
condemn us, we can trust the Lord that He is greater than our hearts; He knows everything. On 
the other hand, if our hearts don’t condemn us, we have confidence to pray and ask for our 
needs believing God will grant our needs because we are living as God desires.  

God’s commands are straightforward, believe in Jesus Christ and love one another. God’s 
promise is that when we live His commands God lives in us and we in God (this is amazing). 
What’s more God confirms this by the giving of His Spirit.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The core of faith is belief in Jesus and loving others. This sounds so simple… and it is. But 
fulfilling these takes my whole heart and mind and soul and strength. (This parallels Jesus’ 
response to the question, what is the greatest commandment; love God (Jesus) and love 
others. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church… keep love for God and others the core of your faith. Are we lifting up Jesus? Are 
we truly loving one another? Basic but profound. Simple yet requires devotion and diligence… 

 
 

Saturday, October 22: 1John 4:1-3 NIV2011  
4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 

God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize 
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John shifts to a related topic. 
Dear friends, don’t simply believe everyone who says they are from God. Test the spirits to 

determine if in fact they are from God because many false prophets have gone into the world. 
This is how you can know if they carry the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God but if they don’t acknowledge Jesus they are not 
from God. If they don’t acknowledge Jesus then it is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have 
been told is coming and is already in the world.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We must do our due diligence. Many false prophets have come, and we must be able to 
determine whether those who speak in God’s name are true followers of God. One test is that 
they acknowledge Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. If they don’t confess Jesus, they are not 
from God. In fact, they are from the antichrist who is already working among us. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



This passage is a good reminder to me that I must regularly test the spirit of the voices I 
listen to when it comes to faith topics. Are they truly Jesus followers? This is especially true 
with the proliferation of voices on the internet where anyone can begin broadcasting.  

I also need to remind myself of the duality of the world when it comes to faith. You are with 
Jesus, or you are not; there is no middle ground.  

False teachers are a real issue… and I need to guard my heart from false teaching. 
Discernment is necessary… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Particularly with the proliferation of internet preachers, the church must be vigilant in 
guarding the flock from false teachers/preachers. Number one on the list of tests for the true 
presence of the Spirit of God is… do they acknowledge Jesus Christ came in the flesh?  

In this letter John has laid out other criteria or tests… do they obey the teachings of 
God/Jesus? People can say they acknowledge Jesus came in the flesh (even demons believe 
this), real proof is that they are obedient to Jesus’ commands. Also, John has been clear that 
loving brothers and sister is a prerequisite as well. So, to test the our words and professions 
must be corroborated by actions and obedience to God. Think about this… 

 
 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

