
The Weekly Word 
Oct 3-9, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading Hebrews chapters 13. And 1John1. I 

hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, October 3: Hebrews 13:1-3 NIV2011 
13:1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 
3 Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those 
who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Hebrews closes out with some rapid-fire admonitions.  
Keep loving one another. Remember to show hospitality to strangers; some have actually 

entertained angels doing so. And continue to remember sister and brothers in prison, 
remember them as if you were in prison with them. Similarly treat those who are suffering as if 
you yourself were suffering.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We are to live by the golden rule… loving one another. Showing hospitality to strangers and 
caring for sisters and brothers in prison  who are suffering.  (The idea is that they are in prison 
and suffering for the faith.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Bill, care for your brothers and sisters in the Lord. Love them, care for them, encourage 
them as you would want to be loved, cared for, and encouraged if you were in their shoes. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church should be a caring body that watches out for one another, helps one another 
and supports one another especially when they suffer because of their faith in Jesus.  

 
 

Tuesday, October 4: Hebrews 13:4-6 NIV2011 
4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 

adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be 
content with what you have, because God has said,  

“Never will I leave you;  
never will I forsake you.” s  



6 So we say with confidence,  
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  

What can mere mortals do to me?” t  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Continuing the practical admonitions… 
Honor marriage and keep the marriage  pure. Adultery and all sexual immorality will be 

judged by God. 
Beware the love of money; learn contentment with what God has given you because God 

promises: 
I will never leave or forsake you 

We maintain confidence because God has said: 
I the Lord am your helper. Don’t fear. What can mere people do to you. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

The author touches on two very common breaches of God’s will; sex outside of marriage 
and greed, the love of money. 

God’s direct challenge about marriage is two-fold.  
First honor marriage (It is interesting to ponder this in light of our world where living 

together is so prevalent. Honoring marriage is both a couple-event where both parties honor 
the vows made in marriage. Honoring marriage is also a societal calling to place marriage on the 
appropriate pedestal as the lone relationship for sexual intimacy.) It is also interesting to 
consider why the author addresses adultery (sex between a married person and someone not 
his/her marriage spouse) and sexual immorality, which is a more general term for sex outside of 
marriage -typically between un-marrieds. This can be sex for hire (prostitution) or consensual 
sex and in some places, it also covers heterosexual and homosexual sex.  

Issue two, love of money… We are called to love God and neighbor not money… When 
money becomes our goal in life we veer off the rails of God very quickly.  

Now there is legitimate need for money, so God reminds us to trust Him because He has 
promised He will always be with us. God will never leave us or forsake us. Additionally, God has 
promised to be our helper, so we don’t need to worry because God is with us. After all, what 
can mere mortals do to us?  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Trust God… the Lord has been with me all my adult life, as I move toward retirement God 
will be with me during that season as Hhas been with me in every season of my life. Marriage, 
parenthood, college expenses, cancer, etc. Trust in the Lord and delight in the wife of my youth. 
This is God’s Word to me today.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Today’s two themes touch the life of the community… honoring marriage. In today’s culture 
the church needs to continue to champion and honor marriage as the place for sexual intimacy. 
God’s rules haven’t changed even as the world’s rules have.  



Two, the love of money.  Money can be a danger for the church community as it can be for 
the individual. Building assets is not the goal of the church… using the assets God gives us for 
God’s honor and glory is…  

 
 

Wednesday, October 5: Hebrews 13:7-8, 17-19 NIV2011 
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their 

way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  
… 
17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch 

over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.  

18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in 
every way. 19 I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Closing admonitions continue. I split the passage into two sections. Today we deal with the 
beginning and end which is about honoring leaders in the church.  

Remember the leaders of your assembly who speak God’s ord to you. Consider their life and 
imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  

… 
Submit to your leaders’ authority, displaying confidence in their leadership because they 

watch over you and do so knowing they are accountable to the Lord. This will enable their work 
to be a joy not a burden. If their job becomes a burden that will not benefit you. 

Pray for us…that we maintain a clear conscience and desire to live honorably. Specifically 
pray that I may be restored to you soon. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We need to honor and submit to our church leaders as people who are accountable to the 
Lord. More than that imitate their faith and don’t be a bother, bless them by being honorable 
members of the body. Jesus never changes… He is the same yesterday and today and forever.  

 The writer also asks for prayer… which gives us another clue how we honor and submit to 
leaders. We pray for them!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Lord, I don’t think I pray enough for my leaders… the leaders of my denomination. To live 
out this word I need to be more intentional praying for my denominational leaders… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Praying for church leaders… this is the essence of this passage. Churches should be regularly 
praying for their leaders… is this true of us??? 

 
 



Thursday, October 6: Hebrews 13:9-16 NIV2011 
9 Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be 

strengthened by grace, not by eating ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to those who do 
so. 10 We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat.  

11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but 
the bodies are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to 
make the people holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, 
bearing the disgrace he bore. 14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for 
the city that is to come.  

15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of 
lips that openly profess his name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Last few admonitions… 
Don’t be snared by strange teachings. (For example) it is good to strengthen our lives by 

grace but not by eating special ceremonial food, which does us no benefit. Note: remember this 
is a letter to Jews or former Jews now Christians. The pull of Jewish ceremonial eating is strong. 
Our altar is not open to those who minister at the earthly temple. The high priest carries 
animal’s blood into the Most Holy Place, but the animal’s body is burned outside the camp. So, 
Jesus suffered outside the city when He made people holy though His blood. Therefore, let us 
go with Houtside the camp bearing disgrace like He bore. For the earthy city will not endure, 
instead we are looking for the city to come. 

Through Jesus let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, through lips that openly 
profess His name. What’s more, don’t forget to do good and share with others, for this too is a 
sacrifice of praise to God. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Watch out for strange teachings like special meals. We are not subject to the Jewish rituals 
and rules. Following Jewish practice Jesus offered His body outside the city (just like when they 
burn the animal’s carcasses outside the city.  Therefore, we too should bear disgrace when we 
go to Jesus outside the city… remembering this earth will pass away and God will send a new 
city in its stead. 

Keep on offering God praise, verbal praise of profession of faith in Jesus’ name.  Additionally 
,we praise God by doing good as we care for others. This too is praise that God delights in. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Profess Jesus openly and do good for others. Let these be your sacrifice of praise to the 
Lord. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



The church should regularly and openly declare allegiance to Jesus and care for one another 
in the church as well as our neighbors who are not part of the church. Together these offer 
praise to the Lord, God Almighty.  

 
 

Friday, October 7: Hebrews 13:20-25 NIV2011 
20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 

from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything 
good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

22 Brothers and sisters, I urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for in fact I have 
written to you quite briefly.  

23 I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he arrives soon, I will 
come with him to see you.  

24 Greet all your leaders and all the Lord’s people. Those from Italy send you their greetings.  
25 Grace be with you all. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This letter or word of exhortation concludes with a blessing and some final notes and 

greetings. 
A beautiful blessing…  
May the God of peace, who through His forever covenant, resurrected Jesus, the Great 

Shepherd of the sheep, from the dead, give you everything you need to live faithfully and to do 
His will. And may God work in us to produce what is pleasing to Him through Jesus Christ to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Pay attention to my word of exhortation, which could have been much longer 
Timothy has been released and if he gets to me, I will come with him to you. 
Greet your leaders and fellow brothers and sisters. Those here in Italy send greeting to you. 
Grace be with you all. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This passage is a blessing the writer pronounces upon his readers.  
May God grant you everything necessary to live faithfully (God does it all :(.) and may God 

work in you so that your life produces fruit that is pleasing to the Lord.  
May it be so… 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
May it be so that my life pleases the Lord and produces good deeds that give glory to the 

Lord. Amen, may it be so… 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
May the church be so filled with the presence of the Lord that what we do and how we live 

broadcasts to the world the name of Jesus. 
 



 
Saturday, October 8: 1John 1:1-4 NIV2011  

1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the 
Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we 
have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John’s first letter begins with a bang… no introductions of writer, recipients etc. that we are 
familiar with in NT letters. When his quill touches papyrus, he is off and running. There are 
clearly themes in this opening that also grace the opening of John’s gospel.  

We proclaim to you the Word of Life (Jesus) who was there in the beginning. We have heard 
Him, seen Him and touched Him! (Jesus) the life appeared; we have seen Him and we proclaim 
eternal life in Him, who was with the Father and has now appeared to us. We proclaim what we 
saw and heard so that you too can have fellowship with us, and the Father, and Jesus the Son 
with whom we have fellowship. Writing all this about Jesus fills us with joy. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Life, true life, is all about Jesus. Jesus was with the Father in the beginning and has now 
appeared to us in the flesh. We saw and heard him, so what we write is true and based on 
eyewitness fact. We proclaim Jesus because He is the life, eternal life, and in Jesus you have 
fellowship with us (fellow believers) and with the Father and the Son.  

Telling the story and proclaiming the life in Jesus bring us, the teller, joy. (This by the way is 
a principle to take hold of, as we tell others of Jesus, God’s joy fills us too.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Keep Jesus at the center of life. Remember through Jesus I have found eternal life. 
Hooray!!! And seek the joy of telling folks about the love and wonder found in Jesus.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

There is a song we sing, “Jesus be the center…” it is essential for the church to keep Jesus at 
the center of our corporate life. And Jesus’ story is built on eyewitnesses. It is real and true! 
Remember this church!!!  

One more thing… we will find joy when we proclaim Jesus. This is not compelled 
proclamation but heartfelt telling others about Jesus who has loved, graced, forgiven and 
touched our lives. Church… doing this fills us with joy from God.  

 
 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 



If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

