
The Weekly Word 
Sept 26-Oct 2, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading Hebrews chapters 11-12.  I hope you are 

blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 26: Hebrews 11:17-40 NIV2011 
17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 

embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said 
to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” r 19 Abraham reasoned that 
God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from 
death.  

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.  
21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he 

leaned on the top of his staff.  
22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from 

Egypt and gave instructions concerning the burial of his bones.  
23 By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he 

was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.  
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than 
the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not 
fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept 
the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch 
the firstborn of Israel.  

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians 
tried to do so, they were drowned.  

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days.  
31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those 

who were disobedient. i  
32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and 

Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched 
the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to 
strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women received 
back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be 
released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, 
and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; y they were sawed in 
two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, 



persecuted and mistreated—38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground.  

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 
promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would 
they be made perfect.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The famous chapter on faith continues. The author cites Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, the people of Israel passing through the Red Sea and when the walls of Jericho fall, plus 
Rahab. With each example there is a formula, by faith and then they did something. 

After this the author mentions Gideon, Barak, Samson,  Jephthah,  David,  Samuel, and the 
many prophetsand what they did by faith. Next the author cites many faithful actions taken by 
unnamed people. These actions end up with quite a list, most of which seem to be 
contemporary with the writing of the letter. In other words,  the reader likely knew the faithful 
things that people did. 

The faith chapter concludes, all these were commended for their faith, yet none of them 
received everything promised… God had something better planned that would make us perfect. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

A few things are learned through this chapter. Faith is essential to please God. And faith is 
not merely statements of belief, faith manifests in faith-inspired actions. Faith does not always 
receive the full promise, which will only be fully received when we are with God in eternity. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My life of ‘faith’ must lead to faithful-living, or it is not true faith. True faith affects how a 
person lives, how I am to live!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

True faith affects how a church lives and acts in our world! Without faith we cannot please 
God!!! 

 
 

Tuesday, September 27: Hebrews 12:1-3 NIV2011 
12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the 
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Again a ‘so what…’ 



Therefore, remembering the brothers and sisters who have gone before us, let us shake 
loose from those behaviors that hinder us and the sin that strangles us. And let us run with 
purpose the race God set before us. We do this by fixing our eyes on Jesus, who started and 
perfected the faith. For the ultimate joy Jesus endured the cross and its shame to sat down at 
right hand of God. Consider what Jesus went through from sinners, so be  encouraged by Jesus’ 
example so you will not grow weary and lose heart in the faith. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Ultimately this passage is a call to persevere… to keep the faith… to remain faithful even in 
the face of opposition and persecution. Two pieces of encouragement are given to us to keep 
on being faithful. One, remember all the saints who have gone before us who are looking down 
upon us. Honoring their faithfulness, we choose faithfulness over ease or expediency, we 
choose to reject sin and cling to faithfulness. Two, the example of Jesus who endured 
tremendous suffering to follow God’s will. With Jesus as an example, stay strong and don’t give 
in to temptations to quit.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Bill, choose the high road of faith. It might be hard, dig in and follow Jesus who provides an 
excellent example of faithfulness in the face of suffering.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The example of Jesus and saints who have gone before us will hopefully spur us on to 
continued faithful living. We, the church of today, live on the backs and examples of the saints 
before us… so let us remain faithful to Jesus so that we too will be examples to the sisters and 
brothers who come after us.  

 
 

Wednesday, September 28: Hebrews 12:4-13 NIV2011 
4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 

5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father 
addresses his son? It says,  

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,  
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,  

6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,  
and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” r  

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not 
disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then 
you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human 
fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to 
the Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but 
God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems 
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 
peace for those who have been trained by it.  



12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for your 
feet,” z so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

In your faith struggles you haven’t yet had to give your life. It appears you have forgotten 
this word of encouragement: 

My child, do not trivialize the Lord’s discipline and don’t feel crushed when God rebukes 
you because the Lord disciplines those He loves and God chastens everyone He accepts as His 
child. 

Endure hardships as discipline, God is treating you like His children. All children are 
disciplined by their father. If you are not disciplined then your father doesn’t care for you, you 
are illegitimate to him. And when we grow, we even respect our faithers for their discipline. 
How much more, then, should we respect God’s discipline. God disciplines us for our good that 
we might become holy. No one likes disciple at the time, it is painful butlater we, who accept 
God’s discipline as training, realize that it produces righteousness and peace in our lives.  

Therefore, strengthen yourselves and make paths level so those who are lame won’t be 
hurt but rather healed by your living.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

This passage is all about accepting the discipline of the Lord. Apparently, the recipients of 
this letter were going through hard times and the writer suggests that it is God’s discipline. 
They should accept it and grow from it so that their strengthened lives will be a blessing to 
others!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Accept what God sends your way. When God disciplines, accept it and recognize that God is 
doing so for my betterment and growth. He loves me!!!!! I am His son whom He loves. Accept 
God’s discipline when it comes and grow.  

  
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Discipline isn’t only personal. This passage is written to a church going through trying times 
and the writer is suggesting that it is God’s discipline, which must be accepted if it is to help 
them grow. What might God be saying to us as a community of faith??? 

 
 

Thursday, September 29: Hebrews 12:14-17 NIV2011 
14 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one 

will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root 
grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 16 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless 
like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 17 Afterward, as you 
know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even though he sought the 
blessing with tears, he could not change what he had done.  

 



What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Now the author gets practical… 
Do everything you can to live peacefully with everyone and to be holy before God. Only the 

holy will see God. Also make sure no one falls short of God’s grace. Do not allow any bitter 
roots to grow in your lives. This creates problems and hurts many. NO sexual immorality or 
godlessness. Remember Esau. He sold his birthright as first born for a meal, then when he 
wanted to inherit his firstborn rights, he was rejected. He could not undo what he had done! 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

How we live matters. Do everything to live at peace with others (Paul says a similar thing in 
Romans 12:18). Check the development of bitter roots within your heart (remember the 
readers are under persecution. How easily we can become bitter when we are under stress.) 
Keep your sexuality in check, live faithfully, don’t give in to the lure of the present age that sex 
is everything. Remember the negative example of Esau who sold his birthright (soul) for a 
meal… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Stay faithful… keep your mind and life in the ‘game.’ Remember our calling is to live for the 
Lord not ourselves. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Even when we are under pressure, we the church, need to keep our lives in line with the 
Lord!!! This is particularly true as pressure is turned up on us by culture and persecution. Don’t 
devolve into bitterness or sexual immorality which so often are areas of sin that crop up when 
pressure is applied to our lives. Stay faithful to Jesus…  

 
 

Friday, September 30: Hebrews 12:18-24 NIV2011 
18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to 

darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those 
who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not bear 
what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” n 
21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” o  

22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. 
You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Hebrew imagery fills these two paragraphs. The writer speaks of two mountains, one of fear 
and the second of wonder and goodness. 



You have not come to the mountain that causes fear… burning with fire, darkness, and 
gloom where people shout about words spoken, “no more” and not to a mountain that causes 
Moses to cry out, “I am trembling with fear.”  

Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, God’s city. You have come to the mountain where a 
multitude of angels gather in joyful assembly… the church of God’s people, where you can 
come to God and be made righteous and perfect.  You have come to Jesus the Mediator of the 
New Covenant.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

We have not come to a fearful place. Instead, we have come to the Lord Jesus where we 
can be made perfect, righteous. We have come to God’s place where His angels assemble in 
joy! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Jesus is my safe place. Jesus is the one who can and will grant me righteousness and peace. I 
am safe coming to Jesus… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church… we have not come to a place filled with fear. No, we have come to Jesus, the Lord 
of glory who will make us righteous and give us peace. Let us rejoice then in the Lord and in His 
wonderful call of love and peace. Amen.  

 
 

Saturday, October 1: Hebrews 12:25-29 NIV2011  
25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused 

him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us 
from heaven? 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I 
will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” f 27 The words “once more” indicate the 
removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may 
remain.  

28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and 
so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our “God is a consuming fire.” j  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The writers next admonition is to listen to the Lord. 
Make sure you listen to the Lord who speaks. Don’t be like the people who refused to listen 

to God’s voice which shook the earth. God has promised “Once more I will shake the earth and 
the heavens.” The words ‘once again’ indicate that God will shake created things so that what 
can’t be shaken will remain. 

We are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, therefore, be thankful and worship the 
Lord with reverence and awe; our God is a consuming fire.  

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 

Make sure we listen to the Lord! Thanks be to God we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken because it has been tested by God’s Word and stood the test. Therefore, worship the 
Lord, give Him reverence awe and praise. For God is a consuming fire… don’t mess with the 
Lord! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Listen to God… and offer Him praise, awe and worship…  
This is a fitting word for a Saturday as I prepare for Sunday and a time to gather with the 

saints and worship the Lord.  
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
When God speaks, we his people, need to be paying attention. Listening to His voice should 

inspire and move us to praise and awe… 
 
 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

