
The Weekly Word 
Sept 19-25, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading Hebrews chapters 10-12.  I hope you are 

blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 19: Hebrews 10:1-10 NIV2011 
10:1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities 

themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after 
year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have stopped 
being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer 
have felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. 4 It is 
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:  
“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,  

but a body you prepared for me;  
6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings  

you were not pleased.  
7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—  

I have come to do your will, my God.’ ” z  
8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor 
were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he 
said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 
10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The phrase ‘once for all’ has been repeatedly used in Hebrews and occurs two times more 
in our reading today. In keeping with the letter’s name there is much Hebrew imagery in this 
passage. 

The Law is a shadow, not the reality. Its sacrifices repeated endlessly can never make a 
person perfect. If it could, it would have continued cleansing worshippers once for all. Instead, 
the annual sacrifices are a reminder of sin (not a forever remover of sin). It is impossible for the 
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

As Christ has said:  
God, you don’t desire sacrifices and offerings,  

but you prepared a body for me. 
You were not pleased with burnt offering  

and sin offerings  
Then I said here I am -it is written about me 



I have come to do your will, God 
Notice what Christ said. You didn’t desire sacrifices and sin offerings and you were not 

pleased with them… even though they were sacrificed in accordance with the Law. Then He 
said Here I am to do your will. Thus, He set aside the old law to establish a new one. And 
through this second law we are made holy through Christ’s bodily sacrifice once for all. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The old law could not accomplish the desired effect of making worshippers perfect. If it 
could it would still be in effect. A new law was necessary, and Christ brought it, offering His 
body once for all for sin. This is the way people are brought into holiness… through the once for 
all offering of Jesus Christ.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The author is repeating his theme. Only the sacrifice of Jesus can forgive sins permanently 
and make us holy. Thanks be to God I found faith under the new covenant in Jesus’ blood. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The author repeats a common refrain, the new covenant in Jesus’ blood is the only way one 
can be truly forgiven. We -the people of God- must never give up the Jesus way to return to the 
way of rules and regulations and offerings of the old covenant. To do so is to miss the prize of 
salvation found in Jesus Christ as Lord.  

 
 

Tuesday, September 20: Hebrews 10:11-18 NIV2011 
11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he 

offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered 
for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he 
waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect 
forever those who are being made holy.  

15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:  
16 “This is the covenant I will make with them  

after that time, says the Lord.  
I will put my laws in their hearts,  

and I will write them on their minds.”  
17 Then he adds:  

“Their sins and lawless acts  
I will remember no more.”  

18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Drawing this section to its conclusion, we read: 
Day after day the priests perform their duties which cannot take away sin. But when this 

priest (Jesus Christ) offered His one time for all time sacrifice for sins He sat at the right hand of 



God. From that point forward He waits until His enemies are defeated (become His footstool). 
Through His one sacrifice He made perfect forever all those who are being made holy. The Holy 
Spirit announced this saying: 

I will make another covenant with them… I will put my law in their hearts and minds. The 
Spirit also added I will forgive their sins (remember them no more). (See Jeremiah 31:33-34). 

And since the sins have been forgiven there is no more need of sacrifices.  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Hammering the point about the new covenant being the only one that can forgive sins 
forever,the writer says one more time that Jesus is the One who forgives sins forever.  And His 
covenant is new and better and the only one needed. Therefore, sacrifices are no longer 
needed!!! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I feel like this is so similar to past days, there is little knew the Lord is saying to me. Jesus is 
my only hope and the only way of salvation. Thank you, Lord Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

For ‘us’ my sense is similar to what the Spirit is saying to me. Jesus is the only way of 
salvation and the forgiveness of sins. Anything else is a sham and a fake. We, the people of God, 
need to remember we have God’s truth. But it is not ours to keep to ourselves but to give it 
away to as many people as we can.  

 
 

Wednesday, September 21: Hebrews 10:19-25 NIV2011 
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 

the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with 
a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us 
hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The NT writers always get around to what I call the “so what” questions. So, what do we do 
with the truth you have been teaching? Today we get to the author’s ‘so what’… 

Given the author’s very long opening sentence (verses 19-22) my approach is not to follow 
the sentence structure but outline the key ideas.  

Three “Let us’” form the basis of the ‘so what.’ 
Let us draw near to God. Let us hold unswervingly the hope for God is faithful. And let us 

figure out how we can spur others on to love and good works, remembering to continue to 



gather together with believers and encouraging each other as we  get closer daily to the day of 
Jesus’ return. 

The opening ‘let usgrows directly from what the author has been teaching. We have 
confidence to draw near to God because Jesus has paved the way for us by His blood offered in 
the Most Holy Place. His blood has created a new and living way by rending the curtain that 
separates us from God. And as we draw near to God we do so with confidence and full 
assurance that we have been cleansed from our guilt (by Jesus’ blood). Because we are 
cleansed it gives us the confidence and assurance to enter into God’s presence. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Because of everything Jesus has done for us as the new High Priest and by offering Himself 
our response should be 1) to draw close to God; 2) to hold tenaciously to the hope we have -
not because we are good but because God is faithful; and 3) to spur others on in the faith 
toward both love and doing the good works God has prepared for us to do. 

Because Jesus is our High Priest and the sacrifice that atones for our sins the least we can do 
is to press into our faith in Jesus by doing the 3 things mentioned above… keep the faith, grow 
in the faith, help others keep the faith too.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Lord, who  can I encourage and spur on in the faith? Show me, Lord, so that I might live the 
3rd ‘let us’ in the text. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The 3rd ‘let us’ has a corporate component. We are never lone ranger Christians… God put 
us in the body to be a positive influence in the body helping others to stay strong. The beautiful 
aspect of this is that we help others when we are strong, and others help us when we are weak 
so together everyone in the church family wins… 

The church is to be a place of mutual love and care. It should be a safe place where people 
pull for us and love us. Amen, may that be so… 

 
 

Thursday, September 22: Hebrews 10:26-31 NIV2011 
26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 

sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will 
consume the enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on 
the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much more severely do you think someone 
deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has treated as an 
unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of 
grace? 30 For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” q and again, “The Lord 
will judge his people.” r 31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



Following his call to persevere in the faith, the writer offers a stern warning to those who do 
not persevere in the faith but who instead turn from it. 

Deliberate continued sin will reap a dastardly reward because there is no sacrifice for sins 
left. Instead, there is the fear inducing recognition that God will consume His enemies. People 
who rejected the law of Moses died based on the testimony of 2 or 3 witnesses. If that is the 
case with the old law, how much more harshly will people who break the new law be treated… 
those who trample the Son of God and disrespect His blood of the covenant and who insult the 
Spirit of grace. The Lord said, “it is mine to avenge; I will repay”. It is a dreadful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The final sentence of this passage forms the text for the most famous sermon preached in 
the American Colonies. Jonathan Edward’s, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God. 

This passage, like the one in chapter 6, paints and underscores the wretched fate of the 
person who having walked with Lord turns  against the Lord. God will deal ever so severely with 
this person.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I receive this warning… and redouble my effort to drawer near to the Lord, not push Him 
away. God is not to be trifled with. God is to be honored and obeyed.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Whether to a community or individual to trifle with God; to disrespect, dishonor and 
disobey the One who saved you is not a light matter. Churches and individuals need to take this 
to heart!!! 

 
 

Friday, September 23: Hebrews 10:32-39 NIV2011 
32 Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a 

great conflict full of suffering. 33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; 
at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 34 You suffered along with 
those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that 
you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 35 So do not throw away your confidence; it 
will be richly rewarded.  

36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what 
he has promised. 37 For,  

“In just a little while,  
he who is coming will come  
and will not delay.” f  

38 And,  
“But my righteous one will live by faith.  

And I take no pleasure  
in the one who shrinks back.” h  



39 But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith 
and are saved.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The call to persevere continues… 
Remember after you were saved you endured great hardship. Sometimes you were publicly 

insulted and persecuted. Other times you stood with brothers and sisters who were treated 
that way. You stood and suffered alongside those in prison and accepted with joy in the Lord 
when your possessions were confiscated. So now don’t throw away your confidence… it will be 
richly rewarded by God. 

Persevere so that by doing the Lord’s will, you will be richly rewarded. As it says, “in a little 
while He will come and won’t delay. And by my righteousness one will live by faith. I take no 
pleasure in anyone who shrinks back”. 

But I know you are not ones who shrink back and are destroyed. Instead, you are ones who 
have faith and are saved. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Persevere… remember how you have stood through trial and persecution. How you stood 
with others who were persecuted. Stand strong now as troubles come again. Don’t shrink back 
and give up on the Lord… Persevere!!! 

I know you, you are people who persevere. Hold tight He who is coming will not delay. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Keep on keeping on. Stick with the Lord, even during tough times, Bill. Don’t bail now. Stay 

strong. Keep loving Jesus no matter what problems having faith may bring your way. 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Church, people of God, stay true to the Lord. Tough times may come. Persevere. Any pain 

we must face now pales in comparison to the joy that will be ours when Jesus returns! 
 
 

Saturday, September 24: Hebrews 11:1-17 NIV2011  
11:1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 

2 This is what the ancients were commended for.  
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is 

seen was not made out of what was visible.  
4 By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as 

righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is 
dead.  

5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not 
be found, because God had taken him away.” p For before he was taken, he was commended as 
one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  



7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his 
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in 
keeping with faith.  

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his 
home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past 
childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had 
made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were 
foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for 
a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have 
had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

I originally thought I would consider the entire chapter since it th deals with Faith. But as I 
was reading, I thought a perfect stopping place was verse 17. This will allow me to soak in this 
grand chapter for at least two days. 

The author begins with a definition of sorts… 
Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. (As a 

stand-alone definition this could be applied to many situations in life. The author now applies it 
to our understanding of our connection and relationship with God by citing many examples 
from the OT.)  

By faith we believe that the world was created by God. (This is an interesting statement. In 
the God vs. evolution debates we will never be able to prove God created. To say this is a faith 
statement.) 

The author now cites as examples of faith, Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Sarah. With 
each one the author describes what they did to show they had faith. Abel offered the better 
sacrifice. Enoch walked with God and didn’t die. In the Enoch account the author drops a 
universal comment: without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Faith is a 
requirement to please God… it is an important statement from this chapter.)  Noah built the 
ark. By faith Abraham believed God when God called and obeyed traveling to a new land and 
made his home there. By faith Sarah, who was old and past childbearing years, had a child.  

None of these people received the full promise of the things they believed, yet they 
continued to hold to the faith they had… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers every where in the world.) 



To believe in the Lord requires faith, believing what we cannot fully see yet trusting God to 
provide what God has promised.  

Faith is essential in pleasing God. This is what the ancients were commended for… people 
like Abel, Noah, Abraham, and Sarah. And their lives of faith are examples to us to continue 
trusting in the Lord even though we haven’t received the full benefit of the faith we hold… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Faith is essential…  Bill continue believing… continue trusting… continue following the Lord. 
Faith is essential. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This passage is a reminder that the life of following Jesus is a life of faith. It is a word to the 
body as well. We live by faith, trusting that the Lord will do what He has said He will do. Do the 
communities of faith of which I am apart truly live by faith?  Do we??? 

 
 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

