
The Weekly Word 
Sept 5-11, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading Hebrews chapters 7-9.  I hope you are 

blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 12: Hebrews 7:22-28 NIV2011 
22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant.  

23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing 
in office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is 
able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to 
intercede for them.  

26 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from 
sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer 
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed 
for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men in 
all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been 
made perfect forever.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Remember this is the conclusion of the section that began in verse 11. 
Because of the oath that Jesus will be priest forever, Jesus is the guarantor of a better 

covenant. 
The Aaronic priests were mortal and could only serve until they died, but because Jesus 

lives forever His is a permanent priesthood (there will never be another priesthood). Because of 
this Jesus alone is able to save completely the ones who come to God through Him, and He 
always lives to interceded for them (Jesus is right now praying for everyone He saves). 

Thus, Jesus truly meets our needs- He is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, 
exalted above the heavens. And unlike Aaronic priests Jesus does not need daily sacrifices for 
His own sin then for others. His sacrifice of Himself was once for all. (The important word in this 
sentence is once.) Jesus is the perfect sacrifice. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The new covenant in Jesus is better than the old covenant. First, Jesus is immortal, and His 
covenant is everlasting. Thus, Jesus can completely save all who come to faith in Him. Add to 
this that Jesus is interceding for all who come to faith in Him! 

Add again that Jesus is the perfect priest, holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, 
exalted above the heavens. His ‘once for all sacrifice’ is all that is needed to pay for us. Sinless, 



He doesn’t need to offer sacrifices for His sins and being perfect He doesn’t need to offer 
sacrifices again and again. Once for all and ever is Jesus’ sacrifice. 

Once for all is the key learning of this passage…  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Jesus is all I need. And the new covenant is far superior to the old covenant. Thanks be to 

God that I am a child of the new covenant in Jesus’ blood!!! 
 

What does this passage mean and say to us? 
The faith we profess in Jesus is superior to the OT temple faith. Jesus has paid for all sin on 

the cross. There is no need to add anything to Jesus’ work. He did everything we need. 
Everything…  

 
 

Tuesday, September 13: Hebrews 8:1-6 NIV2011 
8:1 Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 and who serves in the 
sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being.  

3 Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for 
this one also to have something to offer. 4 If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there 
are already priests who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a 
copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to 
build the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on 
the mountain.” c 6 But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the 
covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is 
established on better promises.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

When a writer provides a statement like the opening of verse 1, pay attention, he or she is 
giving you their main point. 

Here’s my point, we have a high priest -Jesus- who sat down at God’s throne in heaven and 
who serves at the true tabernacle in heaven not the copy tabernacle here on earth. 

Every high priest offers gifts and sacrifices, so Jesus also had to have something to offer 
(which He explained earlier was His life). Jesus’ offering was made in heaven. If it had been on 
earth, there already existed a priest to offer the Law-prescribed offerings and gifts. The earthy 
tabernacle is a copy of what is in heaven, which is why Moses was warned to build it exactly like 
the pattern he was given. But Jesus’ ministry is superior to Aaronic priests’ ministry even as His 
covenant is superior to theirs because it is established on better promises. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This section which continues with our reading tomorrow is supporting the case that Jesus, 
as our High Priest, serves at the tabernacle in heaven. His ministry and His covenant is superior 
to the former (OT) covenant because it is built on better promises.  



The writer is building the case that Jesus is the only way of salvation. Only He can save 
completely. His covenant and ministry are superior to the Jewish way of sacrifices presented at 
the earthy tabernacle. Jesus’ ministry is before the heavenly tabernacle! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am so thankful that I am a child of faith through Jesus. He is the real deal, and He can and 
will save completely!!! To this I shout, Halleluiah!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church don’t go back to the way of the Jews offering sacrifices… trust the once for all 
sacrifice of Jesus. His is the way of salvation, there is no other way of salvation. 

 
 

Wednesday, September14: Hebrews 8:7-13 NIV2011 
7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been 

sought for another. 8 But God found fault with the people and said:  

“The days are coming, declares the Lord,  
when I will make a new covenant  

with the people of Israel  
and with the people of Judah.  

9 It will not be like the covenant  
I made with their ancestors  

when I took them by the hand  
to lead them out of Egypt,  

because they did not remain faithful to my covenant,  
and I turned away from them,  

declares the Lord.  
10 This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel  

after that time, declares the Lord.  
I will put my laws in their minds  

and write them on their hearts.  
I will be their God,  

and they will be my people.  
11 No longer will they teach their neighbor,  

or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’  
because they will all know me,  

from the least of them to the greatest.  
12 For I will forgive their wickedness  

and will remember their sins no more.” n  

13 By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete 
and outdated will soon disappear.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



Remember this is the continuation of yesterday’s reading about the superiority of Jesus’ 
new covenant. 

Building most of his argument on OT scriptures particularly Jeremiah 31:31ff the author 
says: 

If the first covenant was effective in saving people there would have been no need for 
another but God found fault with his people and said: 

Quoting Jeremiah 31:31ff and others… the essence of which is that a new covenant was 
needed and would be one where God writes His law on peoples’ hearts… 

Calling the covenant ‘new’ tells us the first covenant was obsolete and since it is obsolete it 
will soon disappear. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The writer of Hebrews powerfully makes the case for the superiority of Jesus’ covenant. 
This by necessity deems the former covenant obsolete and as such  will soon disappear.  

Here we have the strongest statement that the Old Covenant, the Jewish Covenant, is no 
longer valid. God has, in its place, given us the new covenant of Jesus. The new covenant is now 
the roadmap of how we become God’s people. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The writer is hammering away on the truth that the way of Jesus is God’s way. Nothing else, 
not the Old Covenant, nor any other religion is the way to God. Jesus is the Way. As John 
reminds us, Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. (John 14.6) 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

As God’s people, the church… we have been blessed with the gift of the new covenant. Our 
task is to enjoy it and give it away to as many as possible… 

 
 

Thursday, September 15: Hebrews 9:1-10 NIV2011 
9:1 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A 

tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated 
bread; this was called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most 
Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. 
This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets 
of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement 
cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now.  

6 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer 
room to carry on their ministry. 7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only 
once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people 
had committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most 
Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. 9 This 
is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were 



not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10 They are only a matter of food and drink 
and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new 
order.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Using a short paragraph, the writer describes  both the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place 
in the earthy tabernacle. After this the writer describes the work of the priests in the area of 
the Holy Place and that of the High Priest in the Most Holy Place. Only the High Priest can enter 
the Most Holy Place and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for 
himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. From this the author draws the 
conclusion, thanks to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that the gifts and offerings of the first 
covenant were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. Thus, in reality the first 
covenant was only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

These two paragraphs make clear the inability of the first covenant to clear the 
consciousness and truly forgive the average worshipper in Israel. The writer is making the case 
that a new covenant, a better covenant, was necessary. (The new covenant in Jesus will be 
described in coming verses.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Spirit is reminding me that following the Jewish faith will not clean a worshipper of their 
sins. This statement was written during a time when the sacrificial system was still functioning. 
Present day, the Jewish faith does not even have the sacrifices. As the author makes clear it is a 
system that deals only with eternals and is not able to clean a person’s soul. 

All of this leads me to thankfulness… thankfulness that I was drawn to faith in Jesus, the 
Author and Perfector of my faith. Thank you, Lord. 

  
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Today’s reading is a reminder that though the Christian faith was birthed from the Jewish 
faith, we are not to fall back into the Jewish ways of rules, regulations, and sacrifices. Instead, 
we are to follow the way of Jesus… 

 
 

Friday, September 16: Hebrews 9:11-15 NIV2011 
11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, v he 

went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that 
is to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and 
calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 
ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, 
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, h so that we may serve the living God!  



15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free 
from the sins committed under the first covenant.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The case of Jesus as our eternal high priest grows stronger as the writer describes in today’s 
reading. 

Christ, as high priest entered the more perfect tabernacle, the one in heaven not the one 
made by humans this side of creation. And Christ didn’t enter by means of the blood of animals. 
No, he entered the Most Holy Place once and for all by his own blood. This established eternal 
redemption. The earthly sacrifices of goats and calves only makes a person outwardly clean. 
The blood of Christ offered through the eternal Spirit cleans consciences from acts that lead to 
death, so that we may serve the living God! (Note the end result… serving God.) 

Thus, Christ is the mediator of a new covenant one with an eternal inheritance. Jesus died 
to set people free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage teaches us that Jesus offered His blood, His life, at the heavenly Most Holy 
Place for those who are called. Offering his blood assures those who are called that theirs is an 
eternal redemption… a ransom that sets us free from sin committed in this life. And this new 
life cleansed from sin is one I should offer back to God in service. This new covenant with its 
eternal redemption is so much greater than the former covenant which could only cleanse a 
person outwardly. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Repeatedly God is reminding me how blessed I am to be one called to faith under Jesus’ 
eternal covenant. No repeated sacrifice is necessarily, Jesus paid the entire price for my sin 
once and for all on the cross. I must not take this lightly. Instead, my response should be to 
serve God with heart and soul and mind and strength! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

We are saved and redeemed for service… Let us be a serving church!!! 
 
 

Saturday, September 17: Hebrews 9:16-28- NIV2011  
16 In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 17 because a 

will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is 
living. 18 This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. 19 When 
Moses had proclaimed every command of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, 
together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the 
people. 20 He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.” t 
21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its 



ceremonies. 22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  

23 It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these 
sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did 
not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered 
heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself 
again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that 
is not his own. 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the 
world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by 
the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 
judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a 
second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

A will needs a death to be enforced. Like a will the first covenant needed blood to be put 
into effect! Moses took blood mixed with water, etc. and sprinkled the scrolls when he finished 
proclaiming the first covenant. This was the blood of the covenant. Similarly, he sprinkled the 
tabernacle, and everything used in it with the blood of the covenant. Yes, the law requires 
everything be cleansed with blood, without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

However, in heaven at the heavenly tabernacle, Christ needed to enter only once, not again 
and again. Similarly, He gave His life only once; once for all at the culmination of the ages to do 
away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. So as people are destined to die once and then face 
judgement, so Jesus was sacrificed only once to take away the sins of the many! He will return 
but this second coming will not be to pay for sin but to bring salvation for those who are His 
own! 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

It seems like the author has been repeating his primary thesis, Jesus’ covenant is eternal 
and able to save completely. Also, that Jesus offered His life once for all entering the Heavenly 
Most Holy Place with His blood, over and over again. It feels like there is little new in these 
paragraphs until we come to the end of paragraph 2.  Verse 27 says puts it succinctly: Just as 
people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once 
to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring 
salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

Jesus Christ was sacrificed once to atone for the sins of the many. The next time He comes it 
will be to bring salvation to everyone waiting for Him! Halleluiah! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I feel like a broken record… Jesus’ death has paid for my sin once and for all! Thanks be to 
God! When I die and face judgement I will see that Jesus’ sacrifice has paid my sin debt in full! 
In full! I cannot wait until He returns bringing the fullness of His kingdom and salvation!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 



Our sin is paid for by Jesus sacrifice, once and for all a… and we await His return to bring the 
fullness of salvation!!!  

 
 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

