
The Weekly Word 
Sept 5-11, 2022 

 
Hello Bible readers: this week we continue reading Hebrews beginning with Chapter 5 and 

into chapter 7.  I hope you are blessed as you join me. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 5: Hebrews 5:1-10 NIV2011 
5:1 Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the 

people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently 
with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3 This 
is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people. 4 And no 
one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when called by God, just as Aaron was.  

5 In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God 
said to him,  

“You are my Son;  
today I have become your Father.” h  

6 And he says in another place,  
“You are a priest forever,  

in the order of Melchizedek.” j  
7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries 

and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated 
by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

For a Jewish community speaking about the high priest would establish an immediate 
resonance with the people since every Jew understood the role and position of the high priest. 

High priests are selected from the people and appointed to represent them before God with 
temple sacrifices and rituals. The high priest deal gently with wayward Jews because he himself 
is subject to weakness (since he is also human). Because he has weaknesses, he offers sacrifices 
for his sins as well as for the sins of the people. People don’t claim to be high priest by 
themselves. Instead, being high priest is an honor conferred on someone when God calls like he 
did Aaron. 

Thus, God conferred on Christ the honor of being high priest when God said to Him: “You 
are my Son; today I have become your Father.”  and again “You are a priest forever, in the order 
of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4). 

During His incarnation Jesus prayed hard to the One who could save Him from death 
(possibly an allusion to Gethsemane). God heard His prayers and even though He was the Son 
He learned obedience from suffering. And then once made perfect Jesus became the source of 



eternal salvation for everyone who believes and obeys Him (note that obedience is important 
since it is the indicator of remaining faithful to Jesus). God designated Him high priest in the 
order of Melchizedek.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage explains that Jesus functioned as a high priest when He prayed and offered Has 
a sacrifice for sins during His time on earth. Not only was He a high priest in the order of 
Melchizedek, suggesting that it is a new order, not of Aaron, -human lineage- but a new calling 
by God establishing a new covenant. (The author will say more about this later in the letter.) 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

With the change of priesthood there is a change of covenants.  Jesus represents a new 
covenant -a new way- of connecting with God. 

God heard the prayers of Jesus and through faith and obedience in Jesus, people are 
saved!!! 

God is reminding me that Jesus is my all in all. He prays for me, and He saves me. Halleluiah 
Praise be to Jesus!!! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Jesus is the new way to God. This might seem obvious to us in the 21st century and as a 
Gentile, but for a Jew in the 1st century this marks a radical change from the way of the Old 
Covenant. The writer is making the case that Jesus is the way of salvation; faith in and 
obedience to Jesus till the end is the way of salvation, the way to enter God’s rest. 

The church in every age must ALWAYS remember this… 
 
 

Tuesday, September 6: Hebrews 5:11-14 NIV2011 
11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of 

hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone 
who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is 
for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 
distinguish good from evil.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The writer drops a chilling truth on his readers, they are mere children in the faith when by 
now they should be adults… 

You are dull. By this time in your walk of faith you should be mature even teachers but 
instead you are babes in the basic understanding of God. You need baby food not solid food! 
And people who live on baby food are unskilled in regard the things of faith, a baby in the faith. 
Solid food is for the mature, people with discernment due to constant practice distinguishing 
good from evil. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The writer scolds the readers because they have not been diligent about growing in the 
faith. Instead, they have remained faith babies, people who don’t know good from evil and 
don’t understand the truths of God. This is due to their lack of effort since many should be 
teachers and mature by this time, but not them! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Am I continuing to press into the Lord, learn and grow so that I can discern evil from good 
and then live obedient?. Am I living off past growth? Am I coasting? Rather than continuing to 
learn and grow in my faithful living? This is where the Spirit is taking me today… 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

This is a strong word to the church… are people growing? Are people maturing? In the 
church we should see a steady stream of growth in each disciple. Are we???  

If not… is it an individual’s problem? People are too caught up in their world to be truly 
growing in Christ? Is it a church leadership problem because there is no emphases on growth? 
Is it a combination of both??? 

 
 

Wednesday, September7: Hebrews 6:1-12 NIV2011 
6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying 

again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and of instruction 
about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 
3 And this we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once 
been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and 
have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then 
have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the 
Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. 7 For land that has drunk the rain 
that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives 
a blessing from God. 8 But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, 
and its end is to be burned.  

9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things 
that belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that 
you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. 11 And we desire each one of 
you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you 
may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

For me this is one of the most difficult NT passages; it is one that takes close scrutiny.  
The author begins… 
We must leave elementary doctrines and move onto maturity. (Remember yesterday’s 

reading, he said too many of them are babes. Now he is forcing them toward maturity with 



deep teachings.) After listing several elementary teachings, which he is going to skip over, the 
author gets to the main point.  

In brief: it is impossible for people who have joined to Christ and have tasted the goodness 
of God in its many dimensions and then fall away to be restored by repentance because they 
are essentially crucifying Jesus all over again. As an example, land that drinks in water and 
produces a bountiful crop receives God’s blessing. But land that bears thorns and thistles is 
burned. 

Though we raise this as a possibility, in your case  believe for better things of salvation. For 
God being just will not overlook your work and love for the saints that you do. We desire that 
you all show the earnestness that leads to full assurance until the end; be imitators of saints 
who have through patient endurance inherited God’s promises.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Maybe this is my interpretation, but it seems like the author paints a hypothetical negative 
outcome as a way of shocking the readers into faithfulness. I say this because he states that he 
believes better of them! If I am correct, then this is just a very strong argument for people to 
persevere in the faith. And it is not an argument for people losing their salvation. The idea of 
people losing their salvation position is undermined by so many other Scriptures, like Romans 8, 
which clearly teach that once God gets hold of a life God will see us through to glory! 

So, in essence this is a very strong argument for us to keep working at our faith. Stay faithful 
to the end. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My heart is feeling the charge to keep working at my faith. Even after 48 years of walking 
with Jesus I MUST remain diligent in faith doing those things that keep me growing with the 
Lord! 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Complacency is a dangerous disease. The church must fight against it at every turn. So, we 
keep studying, encouraging one another, meeting together, and serving Jesus lest we become 
lazy, a field of thorns and thistles.  

 
 

Thursday, September 8: Hebrews 6:13-20 NIV2011 
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, 

he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham, 
having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people swear by something greater than 
themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to 
show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, 
he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the 
hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 



into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, 
having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The last thing the author wrote before our reading this morning goes like this, so that you 
may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

Verses 13-20 build on that call to faith. When God made His promise to Abraham God 
swore on His own name. Abraham waited patiently and received God’s promise. 

God swore on His name because people swear in order to guarantee their word. God was 
showing us in language we understand that God’s promises were sure. Secondly, God cannot lie 
so His word is sure. Thus, through God’s Word to us we have a sure and steadfast anchor of our 
soul. This is a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain. (This is a very Jewish 
illustration referencing the curtain that separates the Holy of holies in the Temple, where only 
the high priest can go.)  Jesus has gone there, high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The paragraphs make two points both captured in verse 18: we who have fled for refuge 
might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 

One, we have found refuge in the arms of the Almighty. The word refuge is important. God 
has saved us; we have taken refuge under His wings/protection. Without the gracious 
protection of God, we are in eternal trouble.  

Two, in response to God’s gracious rescue and refuge, we need to hold fast to the Lord. This 
is the writers continuing theme. Hold fast, remain connected… till the end. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Hold fast to the Lord. Those words reverberate in my soul. Continue doing the spiritual 
things you are doing to maintain your faith in Jesus. Don’t lose heart, God has given His word. 
We are safe in Him.  

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

Church, trust the Lord and His word… and hold fast to the Lord. All of you… work together 
to see that everyone remains strong!!! 

 
 

Friday, September 9: Hebrews 4:12-13 NIV2011 
7:1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning 

from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part 
of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also 
king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without father or mother or genealogy, having 
neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest 
forever.  

4 See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 
5 And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law 



to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are descended 
from Abraham. 6 But this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from 
Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the inferior is 
blessed by the superior. 8 In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other 
case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives. 9 One might even say that Levi himself, who 
receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, 10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when 
Melchizedek met him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Ok here we have another tough passage to work through. 
Paragraph One: Melchizedek was a priest of God Most High. His name means king of 

righteousness. He is also the king of Salem, which means peace, so he is the king of peace. 
Upon returning from his battle against the kings Abraham gave Melchizedek a tithe. 
Melchizedek, without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end 
of life is a man without lineage. Thus, he resembles the Son (in the OT) and is a priest forever. 

Paragraph two: Melchizedek is even greater than Abraham who gave him a tenth and was 
blessed by Melchizedek, the inferior is blessed by the superior. (All of this is important because 
Jesus is a high priest in the order of Melchizedek, in other words Jesus’ priestly reign is an 
eternal priestly reign, unlike the Aaronic priests who are mortal.) 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage is explaining that Jesus is the Eternal High Priest and thus inaugurating a new 
priesthood that will last forever. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I hear the words of a song about Jesus running through my head… King forever! Jesus is King 
forever and Jesus is Priest forever. Jesus is absolute greatness, and He is the One who saved me 
and whom I worship! Alleluia… to my Savior Jesus. 

 
What does this passage mean and say to us? 

The church must always remember the greatness of the One we worship… Jesus the Son! 
Jesus the new and forever High Priest. Jesus is our all in all. And we live for and worship Him 
and are to be obedient to Him all our days.  

 
 

Saturday, September 10: Hebrews 7:11- NIV2011  
11 If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and indeed the 

law given to the people established that priesthood—why was there still need for another priest 
to come, one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? 12 For when the priesthood 
is changed, the law must be changed also. 13 He of whom these things are said belonged to a 
different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is clear that our 
Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 15 And 
what we have said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, 16 one who has 



become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power 
of an indestructible life. 17 For it is declared:  

“You are a priest forever,  
in the order of Melchizedek.” w  

18 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless 19 (for the law made 
nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.  

20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 21 but he became 
a priest with an oath when God said to him:  

“The Lord has sworn  
and will not change his mind:  
‘You are a priest forever.’ ” c  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Hebrews 7:11-28 forms one section but because it is so rich in content, I am choosing to 
take two days to meditate upon it. I will pause after verse 21 today. 

The law established the Levitical priesthood, but the priesthood could not attain perfection. 
This is why a new priesthood in the order of Melchizedek had to be established to replace the 
Aaronic priesthood. A priesthood changes signals that the law changed. Jesus, who is from the 
Tribe of Judah, could not serve at the altar if the Aaronic priesthood continued. Thus, Jesus 
became a priest not based on ancestry but on the power of an indestructible life, when God 
declared: 

“You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 
The former law was set aside because it was weak and ineffectual; it made nothing perfect. 

With the change of priesthood, a better hope was introduced by which we draw near to God. 
And this was done by an oath from God. 
The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever. (Thus, this new 

priesthood is an eternal, never ending priesthood.) 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This section establishes the truth that Jesus is a priest in the order of Melchizedek which 
signals a new covenant one that is a better covenant than the former. This is a major point 
when speaking with Jewish people. Jesus replaces the temple and the temple’s function when it 
comes to relating to the Lord. This is a huge change and one which must be embraced if true 
faith is to be found. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Jesus replaced the temple. I never worshipped at the temple, but this tells me that Jesus is 
to be my focus. It is not sacrifices or OT rituals, rather it is fidelity to Jesus. So today’s reading 
underscores the importance of Jesus in my life and walk with God. This is nothing new, simply a 
strengthening of what I already believe!!! 

 



What does this passage mean and say to us? 
Jesus is the one we go to… Jesus is our High Priest, but unlike Israelite high priests, Jesus is 

presently interceding for us before the throne of God and of course Jesus is God Himself. Jesus 
is everything we need, God, Priest, and Savior. Halleluiah. As Christ’s church let us never stray 
from Jesus the Author and Perfector of our faith!!! 

 
 

Sunday, September 11, 2022 –Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

